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CHAPTER VIIL

Visit of a Soba—The River Bengo—Edtraor-
dinary Beauty of the Scenery onethg Banks—Thg
Inhabitants—Their ITappy Condition—Mr. Lion’s
Establishment—Voracity and Cruelty of the Lion—
Uncomfortable Night—Alligator 1Iunt—Return to
Benguela—Changed Appearance of the Place—Great
Mortality—Departure® fron Bengucla— Return to
Loanda—Departyre fréta Loanda, and Voyage to
the Free N cgro State Ambriz. i

WHILEe at Loanda, I witnessed the entry
of .a Soba, or _negro prince, who sqme to
~wntract fhendly relatiorrs witle t’xe go-
vernment. [t was am excem‘mgly inter-
esting spectacle, for je.was ‘attended b
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2 VISIT OF A SOBA.

a retinue of more than a thousand men,
the gre.%te_r part of whom were armed
with a variety of weaﬁpons. The proces-
sion was headed by % tyoop of musicians,
and was swglled by an immensc crowd
of spectators, who thronged around the
musicians, and gave vent to their excited
feelings, by dancing and shouting with
childish glee.

The Soba was seated in a kind of chair,
in the centre of a large flat litter, which
was borne by four naked negroes, while
other slaves held a canopy of elegantly
wrought bass mat fasicned to four poles.
and “trimmed with ‘oroad fringes, as a
protection agaiust the sun., |,

. The head-dress of the Soba consisted
of the s9-called mafookéap, made of the
szlﬁlq‘lnatertal as the canopy, and of which
I shy'l speak more particularly in my ac-
count of Kmbriz. ~The rest of his dress
was composed “of European calicoes, the
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ample folds of «which were probably in-
tended to indicate his wealth’ Feur
ministers or mafooks, ar_mcd. with lances
and a long bamboo®cane, followed close
behind the litter, and formed a body
guard; then the rest of his attendants
brought up the rear, without any regard
to order. ' .
Arrived at the palace-gate, the Yoba,
who was advanced in years, ,was lifted,
from his seai by two blacks; in doing
which, one of them had.the misfortunce to
knock off the royal cap, which was placed
carclessly on the prince’s head. One of
the m.xfookb quicklyestepped forward, mul
re plm'd it very respectfully on . the head
of nis master, who, with an angry fsown
on his eountenance, gave a wﬂm], upon
which the ecu]prit was instantl; "Lﬁun
aside, ,md Teevived severy? severe })low,s
from the mafooks swith their ‘lunfr canes.
» Without paying® any firther regard.to ,‘
5 2
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4 VISIT OF A SOBA.

what had taken pla;e, the Soba, accom-
pamied by two mafooks and an interpreter,
went to meet the Govemor, who was
waiting at the ddor, to receive him.
After short jnutual salutations, the Go-.
vernor accompanied his guest to the au-
dience chamber; and during their brief
conference, the negro musicians cotinued
to Sound their horns and drums, to the
great delight of the crowd, who went on
dancing and singin,r;v.

Apartments were assigned to the Soba
in a building belonging to the palace,
where his table was amply supplied with
all‘ that he could wish for., After a stay of
three days, Ne, took Jis dgpagturesin the
sante manner as he had made his entry.
No attcjxtion whatever was in the mean,
tiihe.'paid to his numerous suite; they.were
‘left, &0 “ramble, about, and to support and

,amuse thémselves asewell as they could.
. Fhe musicians $ilone, tontrived to turs
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THE SOBA’S MUSICIANS.

this visit to their owh account; they kept
playing the same tiresome monotonqus
strains before everyhouse, and joyfully re-
' ceived the money which the people threw
“to them from the windows, and which
enabled them te indulge at n‘lght in ample
potations of brandy. The band consisted
of eight members, five of whom were korn-
blowers, and three trumpeters. The horns
were elephants’ teeth, which,. notwith-
standing their size, the largest being full
four feet long, and the smallest about one
and a half feet, were easily managed, be-
cause they were hollowed out. They were
all elegantly carved with figures of animals,
and were ornamented w1th- black rings,
which appeared to be burnt in, and a
variety of other deslgna in red and 'yellow
paint. A great effort seemed re(.luiai,te to
blow tlns ihstrument and it wa:i not
possible to play om it for any 'lengtb, of
time, because the entide. harmony cqn- 4
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sisted of as many notes as therc were
instruménts, so that the performer had a
long interval to recover his breath. Each
drum was made of vne piece of wood:
the two smal!cr ones, which were hetween
two and threc feet long, were covered at
either end withe goats’ leather, tightly
stretthed, while the largest, which was at
least five feet long, was covered only at
.one end. Al the drums were beaten with
a small wooden stick ; the larger one was
held between the legs of the drummer,
as if he were riding on it; while the
smaller ones were suspended by « strap
from his neck, and awere held undcl his
left arm.. . '

It might be inferred that this orchestra
could not produce a very agreeable con-
cert t'b a musical ear; nevertheless, at a
modemfe distince the offect’ was by no
‘means unpleasmg A European would
carcely recoguise the history of a love



THE SOBA’S MUSICIANS. 7

romance in thi§ noisy music; but the

movements of the dance, accompanied by

castanets and snapping; the fingers, by

boisterous singing, and loud extempore

speeches, soon ildicate that this appa-

rently warlike music is no %ther than a

tender love story.  During the three days

that this band remained in the town, one

half of the black population of Lognda

were constantly following it about, and
seemed to be never weary of dancing and’
shouting.

The favourite musical instrument among
the negroes of the soust, as well as of the
remote countries in the interior, in known
by che name of marimba. The construc-
tion of it is extremély simple ; it is mf,rely
a board made «of light wood,, with two
transversc bars, across which "ar.c Jaid
nincteen, musical bars of,, wrough ' iron,
the longér ends of which’ arg: set irt mo-

“tion by the thumbs, and produce a shzfrp'; .
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and riot unpleasant sound. The extent
of the schle is two and a half octaves.

Another still more” imperfect instru-
ment is a kind of bow, resembling that of
a violim, which is bent by means of a metal
wire, or by a .strong vegetable fibre. The
string is touched with a small stick of
wood: or iron, and the thumb-nail ef the
left iand, which holds the instrument, is

‘ applied to lengthen or shorten the string,
in order to vary the tone, which is of
course weak and fnsigniﬁcant, but, at the
same time, agreeable.

I must not omit taq, mention a small
amateur theatre in the upper town. The
company consists of the principal Feople
of the town, and, as thcy perform only
three 6r four times a'yedr, theyosend to
Brazil f.)r the necessary materials for every
piece. t I was present at the pcrformance'
of the tragedy of Nova Castro, by Bap-
Mtista Gomez Juriior, and which much
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cxceeded my expectations. © The per-
formers, however, without exception, took
so much pains to sound the rhymes of
every strophe, that®they repeated their
parts in haste, without any fgeling ‘or ges-
ticulation; but this anxious haste and
careful obscrvance of the rhyme, might
possitfly be owing to the want ‘of a

..
prompter. A young officer, an acquaint- .

ance of mine, who acted the part of thee
prince Don Pedro, v;as_ obliged twice to
take out the MS. which he carried in his
pocket, and thus supply the deficiency
of his memory.

The interval, bet%een the several acts
was ﬁl'lcdglp vith wretched iilitary musu,
which made the audience impatiently
desire tht continuance of the i)la:y. I was
mueh struck with the strict separatfor of
the two 's.e;e« among tac .%'pec;atbn; the
females having a 'aepftrat(, ehtrance fon

themselves, and *being ‘dtvided from thL

5 O
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men, in the house 1tself' by an insuperable
barrier. I had no opportunity of seeing
that this arrangement was necessary, but
I do not doubt its utility.

Among the principal buildings of the
town, the alfandega or * custom-house,
and exchange, rank next to the palace.
While every other public building i suf-
fered to fall into decay, this place of com-
“mercial resort is kept in perfect repair.
A handsome flight of granite steps leads
into the entrance hall, the spacious square
which extends to the water-side, is paved
with white flags, and a broad granite stair-
ase leads down to the harbour. The hall
might contain ¢ large asseriblege,“but it
is not much used except when goods are
to be w‘d: on which rare occasiofls, a fewn
purcpasers meet, but no ordinary cxchmge
ﬁans!mctlons take place there.

The hosplta] Misericordia, a very
pretty building, 'is conhected with the



THE HOSPITAL MISERICORDIA. 11

church of the *same name, and is just
beyond the town. It is visible a great
way off, and commands a magnificent view
over the whole tov:'n,. the harbour, the sea,
and the surrounding country, hemmed in
by the distant mountains. The wards are
lofty and spacious, and’so numerous that
there®is no fear of their being croﬁ.'ded.
Private patients who desire to have sepa-
rate rooms, can always be atcemmodatedt
at a small expense for bgard. The largest
ward had twenty wooden bedsteads with
sea-grass mattresses. The physician of
this hospital is the®phisico mér’; there is
likewise a cirugiao mér’, who has, besigles,
the charge ofstwo yooms for the tastigados
of the soldiers, of whon there arc.usually
between fifteen and twenty in th.cﬂbcds

It cannot be denied that atrlct " disci-
plmo is a-bso]utely necesmrv fo.r. thede sol-
diers, the (rr(*nter number of whom ar¢

Portuguese L?nVICfb. but that not a day
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should pass without at léast one of the
men so ill-treated being obliged to go into
the hospital,: in consequence of having
received from some hundred to two thou-
sand blows wi:h a slender cane on the bare
back,—under which barbarous treatment
many expire,—-su'rely this is an unques-
tionq]g)le evidence that their chastisement
is too severe, and may well be termed
%atanic. ° .,

The actual military hospital is very
ncar to La Misericordia, but it is much
smaller, and bearing evident marks of ex-
cessive economy. Wl:l(.lll we recollect that
the« two principal physicians are aceus-
tomed to visit their stationé only once in
the tday, namely, early in the morning,
leaving beth hospitals for the remainder
of" th1 day, to. the care of some rough
attendants; it may easily be imagined in
\\hat a deplorable state of dirt and (lh-
oxder, the sick chambers must be, and how
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often the life of the pgtient,' abandoned
by the physician, is sacrificed to the con-
* venience of these genglemen. °
The forts of Sin Miguel, Penedo and
*San Pedro, arc certainly Some of the
most interesting buildings in the town,
and, from their European form, their.vcry
durab].c construction, and their Portuguese
garrison, stand in striking contrast with
every thing that surreunts them. Their "
situation close to the sca,®and the direction
of their guns, which are pointed towards
that side, proves that the cngineers
thought only of :lgfcnce against that
quarter, or rathér protection against Euro-
pean attacks, While"no medsurcs whatever
were taken to psotect the town, from an
attack on the land-side. For the" latter
purpose, meaus might be very easily, fo'md:.
for there *would be nq nced ¢f a thick
lofty wall of stone and granite, to resxat
the almost mn,o‘nous ArToWs, spears, and
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.
clubs of a band of hostite negroes. In
spite of the strenéth of the existing forti-
fications, Leanda might be easily taken
by a well-directed z;ss'ault on the land-
side. "

Fort San Miguel being possessed of a
wall is able to sustain a few months’ siege;
—yet, half a dozen camels are neverthe-
less kept at the cxp‘ensv of the govern-
ment, to fetch the nccessary supply of
water for the chief civil, and military
officers, from a spring near Fort San
Pedro. The other inhabitants have an
aversion from the bad cistern-water, and
that which is taken trom the shallow pits
in the island» of Leanda; they conse-
quently are obliged to buy whatever water
they may require from the negroes, whe
makf' it their daily busmess to fetch it
m & boat from the distant mcl Bengo.
This water is also thick and turbid, espe-

cially at the time of the great rains: bu!
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the custom of filfering it through stones,
which is practised in ever).( house, makes 1t
pure and clear. When the strong ebb
prevents the boats from reaching their
flestination, there is, at times, a .great
scarcity of this important element.  The
water of the neighbouring island, which
was for’merly so celebrated, is of cofxgse
only sea-water filtered in the sand: it has
a bad taste and is beginning to be disused.
It is not improbable that it may formerly
have had a better taste, before this island
was so much reduced in its extent by the
continued incursions ‘of the sea.

A former governor, Jose de Oliveira Bay-
reto, wa$ very desiriaus to rqedy ¢his evil,
and projected the great work of building a
canal, that’ should ::onnect the city'yvith the
river Coanza, which is at least three leafrues
distant. ',B.ut when the .lExbo'u;c.rs ‘had'
succceded in diggidg to the length of

.‘ .
three thousand fathoms, during the years
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1813—15, a heavy rain 'set in, and the
overflowing of lake Mugé¢ frustrated his
labour, and destroyed all that he had done.
Nothing daunted by this failure, he made
a sccond essey, which likewise proved abor-
tive; and since that time, no one has had
the courage to make a similar attempt,
except that about three years ago, an ar-
tesian-well was commenced in the middle
of the lower town, by a German, who was
engaged for that purpose ; but this experi-
ment docs not appear ‘to promise any
great success.

During the few years that this colony
w1s in the hands of the Putch, they comi-
menced & canal, which comtnunicated with
the Coanza further in the interior, where
the lattd lies higher, and as the ground i-
not so sandy, there was less danger of the
“Work falling . But the specdy loss of

L]
the colony put a stop to the work, «nd
since the Portugucse recovered possecssion
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the undertaking seems to be altogether
. [

forgotten.

The natural foundation of Fort San
Mlguel is a dark brqwﬁ nay, almost black
rock, which looks as if it had beert ex-
posed to the action of fire. It stands
quite isolatcd among the*sand that sur-
rounds it; but such huge masses of stone
have been rent away by the lapse of time,
that the foundation is so greatly.reduced
in size, that, in some pTac.es, the outward
perpendicular wall of the fort ncarly forms
a straight line with the steep sides of the
cliff.

Penedo, the second® fort of Loando, i is
situated woyardg the, north, just wnthout
the town. [ have already observed that
it is of small extent, built into the, har-
bour, and has very low walls, which are
washed on t}u’ee sides by the.dcean. ) 'ﬁ"he
fort contains only tlte dwelling of a sub-
altern officer or keeper of the privon, w
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small guard housefor the few soldiers,
impenétrable prisons, and chambers for
powder and ball.  Even the commandant
resides in a small house, between twenty
and ¢hirty paces distant.  All the walls
are whitc-w;ashcd; and a poor Europcan
soldicr dressed in a woolen uniform jacket,
and carrying a heavy musket, is, obliged
to‘mount guard on the top for two consc-
cutive hours. Ilc is not even provided
with any shed to protect him from the
rain, the nightfy dew, the ficrce heat, or
the scorching beams of the sun, which are
rendercd doubly intelerable by the glaring
reﬁectlon from the white walls. The duty
in this for i, is always conalduf'd as a
severe punishment by the men who are
1pp(ﬁ11h3d to it, for which reason the gor-
rissn is frequently changed I believe once
aveek, ' .
"This fort which s highly "commended
by eﬁgineers; not only protects the har-
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bour, but serves as a_dreadful -abode for
its wretched prisoners. * The first dun-
geon which 1 visited, cont.a.ined seven
) white soldiers, wluz Ifad taken an active
part in a mutiny against the former *com-
mandant of San Miguel, who had im-
pelled the men to it by his excessive
crucltys The sentence of death had long
since been passed upon them, but still re-
quired to be confirmed by the Government
of Lisbon. The dread?ul. close air of this
dungeon, had induced them to throw off
all their clothes, and their colourless ske-
leton figures, plainle bespoke the great
misery in which_ they» had been languish-
ing for wlgost, two  years.  * Death had
terminated the misery of two of their
fellow-suffercrs in’ the prison, during this
time. . )
Anothcr. };rison, which s qu'it'e d’z}rk,~
contained a negro *prince whd had for- .
merly governed a provinc® to the north-



20 CAPTIVE NEGRO PRINCE.

cast, probably, Sog;m. .He had caused
the P&tuguese ‘envoys to be murdered,
when they demanded the tribute which
he had promised, ahd was at the same
time ‘contending for " the royal dignity
with his brother, the king of Congo,
whose vassal he was. He fell into the
hands of the artful Portuguese, by his own
imin‘udencc, and they had already kept
him in the most deplorable condition
imaginable, for fuli three years. The
Governor-general told me that for forms
sake, the prince was taken to the palace
once a month for the ostensible reason of
being examined, andl always returned to
his prison-house with renewed kopes of
being soon set at liberty; whereas it had
been long since decided to keep-him therc
till the end of his days.

The" Governor assured me, that this
prince had been the most troublesome
and dangerous”enemy of the Portuguese
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crown, and that his influence was so great
among the negroes, that should he recover
his liberty, he would be more eager than
ever, to take vengcance on the European
«olony, to which he might grove a very
formidable foe. The government could
not ventnre to put him to’a violent death,
and tley lately entertained a conﬁ'd.cnt
hope, that his hitherto robust constitution
must soon give way beneatll the harsh
treatment, which he .experienced in his
loathsome dungeon.

The prince was always accompanied by
the commandant of the fort, when he
went to the palace, 4nd a guard of sql-
diers follaweds at some distance. His
pride was at first wounded, becayse *he
was attentled by.an inferior ofﬂgcx; for
he himsclf possessed a general’s uniform,
in"which e had invariabiy’ apnc:olre!d it
public; he was allo%ved‘to wear this uni-

. . S o
form, in order that no unfavourable -
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pressiqn might _be made upon the resi-
dent negroes, as well as upon those from
the interior. His name and fate must
have been known far and near, for the
negro caravans that came even from the
greatest distances, invariably threw them-
selves upon their knees when he appearcd
or his way to the palace, and with down-
cast looks avoided meeting his eye. The
universal soleran silence was interrupted
only by a low murmur, like a prayer, to
which he responded with dignified seri
ousness, as he walked between the lines.
Not till he had lmlg" passed by, did they
wenture to look u.p and gaze after him
with great  reverence. Proudbly there
was not a man among them who had the
slightest idea that his glitt(‘l'i;]g uniforin
was soon to be laid aside, and Lxchnnge(l
for galling tcttcrs and links of iron.

When the keeper opened the massy
door of his (.dl he came out with slow
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and languid steps; being hindered py the
weight of his chains. He seemed much
Marmed at the sight of several strange
faces, till at length, encoumged by the
kind words of the commandant, he in-
quired, in good Portuguese, from what
country we came, and what was the pur-
port of bur visit? adding, that from oyr
light hair, he thought we must be En-
glishmen.  When Mr. (los-San.toé asked
him, why he had rebelled, against his law-
ful queen? he replied very sensibly, that
the Queen of Portugal was not his lawful
queen; she had no right to govern in his
country, for this pl'c.rogutiv(.: belongede
only to hifiStlf #d his brother, the king
of Congo. His tall, handsome ,ﬁg‘ure.,
gradually regained its proud hearing, "and
he 1cpcatcdly demanded of us wh'cthm

his release would be long db]aycd’ ob-
serving, that it must take place, since he

had not comnnttul any crime, but had
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only asserted his ;ights in opposition to
Portugal, Upon this, the unfortunate
prince was led back to his prison, which
was to be his grave. .

The third fort, San Pedro, is situated
a league and a half from the town, at the
end of the harbour, which not being very
broad at that place, is commanded and
protected by it. Ilere, again, as at San
Miguei, the coast 1s a bare dark rock, but
it is steeper and ‘ilighcr, s0 that the fort is
clevated about one hundred and fifty feet
above the level of the sea, and the highest
part of this rocky coast may be nearly tvo
hundred feet. The fory of the ocean in-
cessantly vents itself omthe +x.gged cliffs,
dashing up mountains of white foam,
which sprinkle the innumerable nests of
gulls and sea-swallows, that hang on the
sides of the fort, which, by, the bye, does
not look very unlike a swallow’s nest at a
short distance.
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The fort, which was originally bujlt by
the Dutch, is furnished with only a small
Jnumber of cannons, and would be very
weak indeed if its position did not con-
tribute greatly to its security., The gar-
rison, consists of a few soldiers, and is
likewise relieved every week from Loanda.

Besides a few decayed chapels, there are
still three churches in Loanda, of which
the cathedral, opposite the 'pulace, is
unquestionably the finest, The tower
is handsome, and the interior is richly
adorned with pictures and images of
saints. The second thurch stands in the
centre of the city cldse to the markety
place, amwever-burning lamp is *indeed
maintained in it; but I never saw.any
person enter this " church for devptronal
purposes.  The , third chuch, called
“Nazario,”',h’es at the norfll'-erld.t;f' the
city, and seems to be the most frequented.

#OL. 1L ' c
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On Christmas-day, it was well lighted up
in. the cvening, but the day was not at
all observed at the other churches. San
Nuzario was crowded, by negroes and ne-
aresses, dgessed in their holiday attire,
which they had been displaying all day
in the streets.” The entire wardrobe of
th‘c' negresses, consisted of large hand-
kerchiefs of different colours, which were
put on.with so much art, that however
mumerous they were, none were ever en-
tirely concealed. ‘

In the evening, the church was always
crowded, and the floor so covered with
wversons  kneeling,* that, we could with
difficulzy pass between the pegnle.

' Meantime, the priests, a mulatto, and
a negro, dressed in full ccclesiastical cos-
tuine, did their utmost to entertain their
visitors,.  When Donna Catarina, «with
the physician and' myself, approached,
they instantl§ set befere us a table spread
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with wine and Brazilian s_weetm'eats. and
cordially inviting us to partake of them,
appeared to consider it their daty to set
us a good example, As there was a
constant succession of guests, it was no
marvel that the two priests should at
length fall vietims to the pelformmwo
of their Unty as good hosts, and leave th(-
chureh in 4 very tottering condition: nay,
one of them had the misfbrtun'o to have
his priestly garments torn in a little affray,
as he was going Nome.  This affair was
afterwards talked of as a pleasant story,
and ncbody dppcdrcﬁ to think it at all
extraordinary.

The oli*Jesuits’ college ha.s'-longr since
fallen into ruins; and, except the above-
mentioned *priests, there is no trace” re-
maining of the three convents of the ltd.—
lian® Cupue Lms, the third o'rder- of St.
Francis, and the barefooted Carmchtm. |

One of the two Ppricsts still bears the

) T2
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title of Bishop of Congo and Angola, but
since the removal of the see from San
Salvader te Loanda, this is merely a nomi-
nal title, and the iﬂﬂgence of the Roman
Catholic €hurch has entirely ceased in
that powerful kingdom. The King of
Congo embraced the Romish religion in
the year 1491, and erected a' wooden
church in his capital, some remains of
which die stillsaid to be scen.

There arc three market places in the
town, onc of which, near the custom-
house, is properly speaking the fruit mar-
ket, whereas in the two others, every kind
.of goods and producticns of nature and
art, both European and Africeni; are sold.
The fruit market is held daily, from five
till“eight o’clock in the morfiing, and is
fréquented by persons of all classes, the
kigher orders being followed ‘by a stave.
Here théy purchase, at very reasonable
prices, their supplie$ of fruit and vege-
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tables, most of which are brought from
the country near the river Bengo. '
The two other markets are held in wide
‘parts of the principal® street of the city,
and are filled with' long rows of ‘mat
or linen tents. These markets which
look like fairs, are excessively pictu-
resque. » In each of these tents, a haind-
some negress takes her station every morn-
ing, and displays to the best advantage her
various stores of mats,'bz:skets, scissors,
knives, calico, negro pipes, &c., but she
evidently expects that her beauty will of
itself attract many cussomers. These small .
tents are taken down in the evening, and
placed’a Fttle o, one side, whete they fre-
quently serve for a lodging at night. Fruie
and vegetables are’ likewise met with in
great .abundagce in these two ma.rkets,
and swith the “exception of pgtatocs; the
place of which is supplied by yAms and
bapanas : almost evary kind of European -
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! .
vegetables may be purchased. Here and
there market women are seated between
the booths, and they try to tempt the
visitors to huy a red soup of Tomatos,
which they expose in large carthen vessels
and cocoa-nut shells cut in half: although
this soup is not very inviting, it has never-
theless a pleasant acid taste ana is very
refreshing, as it quenches the  thirst.
These omato sellers aerive considerable
profic fram the numeroas caravans, that
pass through these fuirs: and the majoriiy
of 1h'cm are very well dressed, in togas.
like the woien in Beaguela.

. The streets of ‘Loanda, except the two
whicli-Jead from the lower terthe upper
town, are all unpaved; but in front of a
icw houses, small portions aie clegantiy
inlaid with a sea-shell called Arca Senilis.
Pavements; hawever, are not pluch needed,
at Loanda, since the fine roads, which are
naturally level and sandy, are not speilt
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by the transit of heavy “waggons, Jor the
frequent trampling of ‘horses, and the
fresh sca-breczes are too slight to raisc
any quantity of dust.  There are not
many cartiages, indeed, only ,the Gover-
acr md two or three private individuals,
osses, such an accommodation. The Go-
vernor *is always attended in his drives by
the two officers on duty, and a couplo.nf
pricates. '

The heavy sains whi.('h. flow in torrent-
iromn the mouatains, make large and deey
furrows in the voads, but they are imme
diately filled up and levelled by the e
groes. Sometimges tlfs push of water is
50 in.lpet"nus that it sweeps®away entiire
negro habitations, which are built on v-
clivities upon the light sand. ]

Toe obviate this general devastatioh, a
former Guvernor, Don M4noel, "Bicrra®
Tovar d'Albuquerque, gave orders for the -
destruction of all sthe negro huts which
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were not'made of fme and stone. This
was immediately done, and no slight
huts were built for some years after; but
at the présent tinre, large districts of
the town consist entircly of huts con-
structed in the old fashion. These little
tenements are .either round or square;
they arc built of bamboo or palm bxanches,
rodfed with reeds, and so negligently made
that they afford but a slight protection
against the wind ahd rain.  There is not
much comfort in these dwellings, for there
are no beds, chairs, or tables, the bare
groun(f serves for @ll such purposes ;
neither is there any hearth, becausc the
Thmates, of - the hut are, usuglly scated
reund a small ‘fire before the door.  Gene-
rally_speaking, the only*houscheld utensils
arcw few calabashes and an carthen pot for
.cooking. . Fishing tackle is p\)isessed only
by the few individuals who go out to sea,
for the purpose of fishing; but this clags
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of people is much Yess numerbus here
than in Benguela, because the neighbour-
ing lake Magé amply supplles the town
with fish.

Very few of the Whabitants possess any
farming utensils, except a hoe, because
scarcely any one takes th¢ trouble of cul-
tivating the ground ncar his dwelling.
Occasionally they employ themselves®in
weaving baskets, of the large leaves of
the fan palm; but tleir work,. though
strong, is not nearly so beautiful as the
admirable basket:w01'k of Cabinda, and of
of the uncivilized nggro tribes of the in-
terior.

The island of Loanda, whjch, from the
account of Pimentel, was bétween six and
seven leagues ine length, and in ‘some
places above one league in breadth; with a
scattered ,ppepulation (according to Feo
Cardoso,) of 2,000, inhebitants, "has de-
creased very considerable in all its dimen-
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sions; inlleed I shold say it is not morc
than hslf the extent above stated. There
is likewise a great diversity in the soil ; on
the southern side gre some very fertile
spots, gardens, and abcoa-palms, and a
swmall fishin§-village, but in the northern
part where the rich inhabitants of Loanda
have crected their country-houses, the
vegetation is very poor; there are only a
few shrubs and cocoa-palms, and scarcely
cnough pasturage for a couple of goats.
The country houses appear to be almost
forsaken by their owners, who scarcely
cver reside there for any length of time.
The sounds of checrfulness and festivity
&re no longer heard there, for they are
now used as a place of concealment for
thc slaves, being the last station to which
thex are consigned, when the merchant
thinks that he can with safety freight his
;hif) on the west-coast of the isiand. The
few negrocs, wha are left in charge of the
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houses, are employed at low waten in col-
lecting the arca senilis, of which *large
quantities are always obtained, and burnt
into lime. They alsosfind here the oliva
nana and cyprea meneta, two species of
shells, which are carried in baskets to the
town, and are there, used jn most of the
caravang instead of money. )

It is much to be regretted, that ho
attempt has been made to lay oyt pleasant
walks or gardens in the environs of Lo-
anda, for although the nebrest mountains
may be called ba;'e, there are neverthe-
less many spots which afford a delightful
prospect over the sea, the town, and the
distant forests, as far as the Loanza anc®
the Bengo. The only proménade is a fine
avenue of different kinds of trees, leai(linj
from the town to fort Pennedo. ‘In this
shady retreat, the voices of numecrous,
species of .grasshoppcrs +resound in the
evening, and their shrill tones are <o
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piercing In the proféund silence, that they
may bé distinctly heard at the distance of
more than a mile.

Near this avenuey an Italian, who has
acquired his wealth i)y the slave trade,
has crected a pretty villa in the midst of
an extensive orchard, and, as he frequently
invites the inhabitants of Loanda.to visit
hit, they invariably resort to this delight-
ful promenade.

Very early one morning, when I accom-
panied Donua Catarina to this spot, and
was admiripg the amaiing quantity of
ripe cashew-nuts, which covered all the
trees from the lowest branch to the crown,
4n immense swarm of locusts coming from
the north-west, passed over our heads.
T!nej seemed to cover the whole town, so
intermihable was their extent. The fore-
aost of these wanderers, appeared before
six o'clock, and it was not till neer ten
that the whole flight had disappeared. 1t
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is almost impossible to form any lear idea,
of the extent of such a-swarm, the dense
mass of which so obscured the beams of
the rising sun, that® we wer.e in a deep
shade.

The arrival of these unwelcome visitors,
cause no little commotion,; all the negroes
were ipstantly summoned and dispatched
into the gardens, where they set up loud
cries, and shouts, and beat about jn the air ,
with large bushes, in drder, if possible, to
prevent the swarm from s.cttling. ITappily
their fight was so vigourous and rapid,
that they passed ovgr the town and pro-
bably” did not allght till they reached the
fertile banks of the Coanza; yct bemg
impeded in their progress by the density
of their mass, they fell to the ground.in
such_numbers, that many were “erushed
at gvery st‘ep we took.

1t is justly considered‘one of sthe great- .
est misfortunes that can happen, if the
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whole of skch a swarni alights, for in a few
hours they destroy every leaf, and every
blade of grass, and bring scarcity and
famine in their train; such a partial falling
of locusts, on the cone;‘ary, is a subject
of great joy and delight to the negroes, all
hasten with baskets and sacks, which they
speedily fill and carry home in triymph;

. even the Europeans send out their slaves
.to collect the locusts, because they are
thereby spared the“cxpense of supplying
them with food  for some time, The
negroes feed on them as a delicacy, and,
for a week afterwards, I saw large baskets
full of roasted locusts exposed for sale in
afl the streets. Our mbnkeys ‘Iikewisc,
greedily devoured them, and were fed on
them as long as they lasted. If a certain
natural i'epugnance can be once overcome,
it must candidly be confessed.. that the
taste is _égvecable," very much like that of
the hazel-nut.
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This was the second swarm &hat had
threatened Loanda, within six year's ; the
preceeding one took the same direction,
and evidently soughte the more luxuriant
regions of the south. The inhabtants
in gencral have a great dread of these
swarms, even when they do not scttle,
because they are looked upon as the har-
bingers of a great drought: and without
doubt it is the scarcity of water and food
which causes them to tigrate from their
native country, probably’ from the high
table-lands of the interior, or the fertile
tracts on the river Zaire. Considering
the great length of jime that they can
contiauc on the .Wing—-mmy being ofter’
{aken alive in the sea, at a distance of
thirty, forty, and seven fifty geographicyl
miles from the nearest land,—it’is if-
hcult to determine where such a SWarm.
may have commencgd its ﬂnght. Their
V(.)ld.CIty is extremely great, for though, ag
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I said, tHey did not alight, yet on the fol-
lotvingj day, every tree and bush in and
‘near Loan@a, bore traces of their visit;
even the thick leavés of the cocoa-palms,
at out door, had not been spared by them.

In the healthy season of the year,
namely, March.and April, the Governor-
general, accompanied by the prineipal in-
hai)itants, is accustomed to undertake an
annual  hunting excursion to the river
Bengo, which lasts several days. The
chief object of this chase, is to shoot
the crocodiles or alligators, which are so
numerous in that wver, that they can
easily be killed from a house situated
Close to.the river side. We were nbw in
December—although heavy rains had fal-
lex almost daily, within°the last fortnight,
and the number of sick among the Euro-
‘peans ‘began-to increase considerably ;. yet
the intervening ‘portion of the day was
elear and agreeable, though the sky was a
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little obscured. The increased ‘briskness
both of the sea and land breezes, whith
blow at this season, likewise tended great-
ly to mitigate the heaf, which seldom rose
above 86° or 88 ° Fahrenheit. | .
Notwithstanding that this was the
season of the heavy rainssyet in consider-
ation of the presence of Mr. dos Santos,
the Governor resolved to tindertake this
excursion immediately, and we accordingly
set out, towards the ém.i of December,
accompanied by thirty-one whites, two of
whom were born on the coast. The whole
of the artillery was ordered out, and
our party, including servants, slaves, and
rowers, amounted to above two-hundred
persons. Three of our boats left the ships
before daykreak, the largest belonged.to
Mr. dos Santos, and was rowed b.y eiht
of his sailoys, and steered by, u pilof: each-
of the others, being rowed by four Cabin-
dians. The majoxity of the companys
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wished to proceed (more quickly to the
place of destination, which was three or
four leagues distant, and accordingly they
went thither by land, either on horse-back
or in palanquins, which were carried by
negroes.

We did notediscern the the mouth of
the Bengo, till we were within’a very
short distance of it. Its banks arc singu-
larly low,“and its breadth certainly does
not exceed twept)} paces : at this particu-
lar season, it is narrowed still morc by the
accumulation of pieces of land, plants, and
trunks of trees, which have been torn
from the banks. Gtcat numbers of sharks
“were swimrhing slowly off the mouth of
the river, with their greedy jaws wide
epen, to catch whatever had escaped their
equally voracious neighbour, the croco-

* dile, or, ind&ed, any thing thé Yiver might
bring down. We cointed no less than nine
darge sharks, near our boat, at one time.
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The conflict between the bredkers and
the current of the river; gives a p.eculiar
motion to the water, the eﬁ'e(.:t of which
frequently causes lafge trunks of trees
to be thrown directly across the mtouth,
which leaves so little depth of water, that
only light canoes can pass over it. This
was the case as we were entering it: the
keel of our boat struck a submerged trunk
with such violence, that we shquld cer-
tainly have been upsct l.)ut for the calm
composure of our sailors, which overcame
every obstacle, and very skilfilly brought
us through. We were thankful at having
escaped this evident danger, but we had
no inclination for another *such adven-
ture, and hesitated proceeding any far-
ther, till 2 negro’'took each of us singly,
in his light boat through the breaRers,
and .put ye ashore. He titen cohducted
us to a neighbouring hut, where, by the
kindness of the Governor, we found re-
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freshments prepared'for us. The negroes
very &exterously' brought our boat into
the mouth of the river, and after resting
for a short time, we proceeded on our
voyage. )

Very heavy rains must have fallen in
the interior, for-the current of the river
was so strong, that, though we had an
excellent boat, and our eight sailors were
indefatigable in their exertions, we were
three hours and a hali’ in making the last
two leagues. .

It was now mid-day, and the heat was
so overpowering, tha! nothing, save the
exquisitely rich beauy of the banks, could
have cnabled us to forget, nay, endure
the scorching beams of the meridian sun.
This, beautiful river is so narrow, that the
steersman was obliged to be on the watch,
lest, the sailors should get thyjr oars ¢n-
tangled among the luxuriant plants, that
overshadowed the banks. On either side,
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rose a magnificent and impervio'us.forest
of the most varied vegetation : lofty trees,
alternated with shrubs laden with all kinds
of fruits, over which ‘nature had flung an
ever-verdent mantle of luxuriapt clinibing
plants, so thickly adorned with the love-
liest flowers, that the parent tree was
almost tntirely concealed.

‘Nature here tries her finest touch,
‘Weaving her vernal wreath.’ *

Boughs of trees,.interlaced with parasite
plants, hung down into the water in such
profusion, that not 2 spot of land was to
be seen, and the puoyant stream, sportmg
with " these gay garlands, “produced a
ceasless splashing, like the soft murmur of
a fountain §ust springing from its souree,
Te add to the enchantment of this
scene, the'fdngs of thousands of birds re*
sounded from the itpenetrable’ thickets ;
here and there the .long-legged spoonbilk,
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stood upon the margin with philosophical
composure, till ‘he felt his prey swim
under his feet, when he suddenly seized it
and flew away. The richly varigated
parroquet,  rocked itself on a flowery
branch near the wild guinea-fowl, and as
our boat glided smoothly along the silvery
stream, the splash of our oars stalted in-
numerable birds of the gayest colours,
in their quiet solitude. Flocks of monkeys
looked at us ir\lqliisitively, as we passed
along, and many, leaping from tree to
tree, followed our boat for a considerable
distance. ‘

Altogether, our ¢little excursion pre-
‘sented objects of the most varied and in-
teresting kind. Sometimes large pieces
of -land covered with 'trees, ‘some even
bedring fruit, came drifting along, and our
sailors were frequently obligedto exertise
a good deal of dextérity to prevent our
boat from coming into collission with
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various. objects that floated dbwn the
stream. Every moment, we met parties of
negroes, who had bcen up the river to
gather the fruits that grow along the banks,
and who returned in the courge of & few
hours, their canoes filled with oranges,
pine-apples, pomegranates; citrons, guavas,
wangoes, bananas, &c. &ec.; while others
again were going back to Loanda, laden
with water, which had been taken from
the river. Wherever .th(.z eye turned, it
rested on the mogt profuse luxuriance of
nature, clad in an ever-smiling dress, and
it was scarcely possible to realize the
sterility of the adjoiring country, while
dreaming in thig lovely paradise ; yet the
proximity of all extremes is no where
more strongly mahifest than here: amidst
this transcendent beauty of nature,. ambdst
those chegrful songsters—these °gaudy
butterflies—these sportive monkey tribes,
and that lovely riyer which flows along
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in such* serene 'c}rleexjf,ulness, lurk the
hideous alligator-and the poisonous.snake,
which carry destruction and misery in
their train, and mar the quiet enjoyment
of the exquisite charms of nature.
Wherever the banks are only covered
with rushes, they are pressed down by the
alligators, and paths which seem to be
made by art, but which no human foot
would yenture to follow, betray their
regular track. Indeed, if there werc no
other dangers, the swampy nature of the
ground, as well as the densc, rank vegeta-
tion, would render .it dangerous; nay,
almost impossible to examine the neigh-
“bouring.bank. Only the amphibious hip-
popotamus and the mighty rhinoceros, are
able to break through' this thicket, and,
regardfess of the voracious alligator,.or of
.the giggmtic‘s?nake which are gver on .the
watch for their "prey, they here find an
undisturbed retreat. Both these animals
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are very rare in the Bengo, whereas, they
abound in the Dande, and in the Coanza,
which is at no great djstance.*-

On the right bank of the river, we passed
two negro villages, the inhabitants of
which were almost naked.  Far removed
from tyranny and oppression, they dwelt
here in their little circular reed-hats, amid
the greatest luxuriance,—the wild fruits
that bounteous nature, scatte;s, and thé
finny tribes that wantone in the stream,
amply supply their daily food. This
spontancous provision of nature, almost
supersedes the necessity for labour, and
enables them to indulge in their supreme,
happiness,—that of doing nozhiné. The
inhabitants, who were assembled on the
banks, gazéd at us in silent astonishment
as we' glided onward in our ﬁne boats, and
drefsed in “ftrange European- clothee ; yct
possibly, there were some among our

* .Appemhx A,

YOL. IL D
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party *'who envied these unsophisticated
children of nature, more than they did us.
Here and there, 2n isolated negrd hut
was lying in a spot whi¢h had been cleared
by the axe, ‘and was so thickly surrounded
hy the rank vegetation, that it was accessi-
ble only by boats on the side next the river.
In some parts, the ground was so swampy
that the huts were raised on stakes, and
|')rol)a.bl)", there was scarcely ever a dry
spot in their immediate vieinity, exeept
during the intervals of the rainy seasons.
A few of these huts stood so high, that
even, at this time of the ycar, when the
‘river was so much swollen, they were quite
above its reach; they were surrounded by
patches of maize, bananas, and manioc :
tha latter of which does not g;ow wild on
2 swampy sail. " ‘ )
We reached the end of our protracted,
though pleasant, voyage at two o’clock,
and were welcomed from the shore by a
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salute of guns. Several of our party, who
had travelled by land, and had started
some hours after uy had already re-
covered from the fatjigues of their jmy'ney,
whereas, we arrived as exhausted as if we
had taken violent bodily exercise. The
(10"6!‘1’101‘ had planted six pieces of can-
non in front of the house, which were
discharged not only as we sat down to
table, but every time a. toast was given.
Those who had brought* not mercly a
good appetite, but were also desirous of
enjoying the pleasures of the chace, were
not much gratified at this incessant firing :
which, would probabl.y scar¢ away thce
wild animals, *which they wanted to
pursue.

The owner of Quifangondo, where we
assembled, is the only white yman in this,
littlc negro vfllla"re, which consists of about
thirty huts. 1lle is a Portuguese, ndmcd.
Lién, and does full honour to his name;

. D 2 :
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insomfich, as far and near, he is considered
the most skilful lion-hunter in the whole
counfry; a character which is of essential
servige to him in this ‘solitude, since he is
frequcutly obliged to defend his numerous
herds of cattle against the attacks of that
formidable beast of prey. The house,
which was constructed of boards, and
thatched with rushes, contained four sepa-
rate apartments, the largest of which was
used as a dining room, where, during the
two days of our visit, the tables were
covered with a profusion of viands, which
were served without intermission, cven
throughout the night. ‘There was po end
of our regaling; we wére all in high-
spirits, and no one seemed to. think of the

real object of our journey.

. Immediately after dinner, a small rain

began to, fall, ard continued lmost with-
_out intermission, till night set in. I was

thus unfortunately deprived of the oppor-
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«unity of rambling about in the’ viginity:
for all the Europeans exclaimed against
me, saying, that it would be fantamount
to commiting amcule, if T were so impru-
dent as to run the risk of f;ettm&' wet.

Like a prisoner in his dungeon, my sole
occupation was to gaze, with longing cyes,
at the “infinitely rich scenery, which lay
before me, consoling myself with the hope
that a brighter day would follow. The
Bengo, which flowed close by, was no
longer animated sy a single boat, for the
fruit-merchants of Loanda have no need
to come so far up theé river to colleet their
rich stores: cvenythidg scuncd to be in
a amtc of quiescence, not “a bird or a
monkey, was to be secn among the thick
vegetation®of the opposite bank; nay, I
could not cven discern a crocodi]e,.n]—
thcugh thE party, now assembled had
shot cleven of thosé animals, only a year *
ago, in front of the same house. The
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objects continually drifting down the river
afforded the only relief to this monotony.

Towards. evening, we saw an unhappy
runaway slave, with a little child by her
side, ‘and baving both her arms bound
with a rope, she was led past the house
by the person who had been sent in pur-
suit of her, and who was conducting her
back to her former statc of slavery, in
Loanda; where, after having suffered cruel
punishment, the hardest fate undoubtedly
awaited her.

The sun had scarcely set, when the nu-
merous herds of well-fed cattle returned
Jfrom the rich pastire, to be shut up for
the night. Their pens were surrounded
by a wall of stones and plaster, between
eight and nine feet high; yet, even this
fence did not afford complete protection
‘ngains;;‘ the ’wild‘ beasts, for énly a week
before, a lion had leaped over the wall,
and back again, carrying off a calf in his
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jaws. He did no further mischief at
this time, and succeeded in escaping with
his booty, though lze was jmmediately
fired at, and pursued for a considerable
distance. The marks of hissclaws’ were
distinetly visible on the plaster of the wall.

Mr. Lion assured me, that it was no
uncominon occurrence for a lion to attack
a herd while at pasture in the day-time:
and, from the mere love of staughter, to
kill a number of animals by striking them

in the neck with his paw; ten or fifteen
victims  would seldom satisfy him; nuy,
on one occasion, nd less than thirty-six
oxen fell a prey toehis fury. Secarcely
any of them hgd an external weund, for™
the lion generally rips up the belly of
one ox, @nd satisfies his hunger. by de-
vouring the entrails. I heard many thles
ofthe crfelty of the iiony but_no oné
knew any thing of his much-latided mag- .

mainity.
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Last year, our host, when standing at
his window, shot a lion which was about
to leap over the wall of the cattle-pen;
upon which, the w.ounded and enraged
animil rushed into the house to seck his
assailant; and not meeting him, was in
the act of springing over the high reed
partition, when he was struck by ‘another
ball, and fell dead to the ground.

The regroes, as well as the Europeans,
are fully pcrsuaglcci that the lion is never
killed by the ball, but by the prodigious
leap which he takes when wounded, to
reach his c¢nemy, in-order, when dying,
to inflict death in return by a blow of his
“formidable paw. \ ‘

* One of the company related, that in the
new cqlony of Mossanicdes, 4 wounded
lionn had leapt into a slave-yard, where,
in an ‘instant, he killed thirtten negroes
and a white ma.n', andl then succeeded in

taking flight. "
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The horses which our party had brgught
with them were placed under a shed, built
for the purpose, and'a large, fire was
kept up near it thyoughout the night,
by negro watchers.  This is, a uual
custom, and the only certain protection
against wild beasts.

The night which I passed on the Bengo,
if not the most fearful in my life, was
certainly the most uneasy ddring my
residence on the coast.  The conscicus-
ness of being exposed to bodily fatigues
i the unhealthy season of the year, on
one of the most dang¥rous points of the
coast, involuntarily excttes the endeavour
to use.every possible means to ward off
the fatal influence of the climate, and,*
generally spdaking, "a chicf precaution for
the prescrvation of health, is to secure
quiet’ and Tefreshing slgep.' at night.
Whenever a person Kas not had a good

Do
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night’s rest, he is sure to say in the morn-
ing that he is not well, or, that he has
the fever; for experience has perhaps
taught him, that the climatic fever is
neatly allied to the sense of uncomfort-
able excitement occasioned by a sleepless
night.

The same cxpression is proverbial
among the physicians at Loanda; for,
whencver I inquired after the nature of a
disorder, I invariably reccived the reply.
“the patient has the fever;” or, * the
patient has the typhus.” The latter
expression was curfent with my host, the
physician, who was dccidedly of opinion
that every disorder on.the coast which
was not purely local, could be no other
than the typhus, or, at the very least, a
modification of it. Entertaining this view,
which he said he had expounded at léngth
in a Portuguese periodical, (unluckily 1

‘ never saw this essay,) he was so perfectly
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contented with himself, that ke never
resorted to any specifics except emetics,
and as these were not genemlly known, he
kept his own secret, *while evcry one of
his patients, who hdd survived this tecat-
ment, measured the violence of their dis-
order by the number of emectics which
they had swallowed.

But, to return from this digression : as
our hospitable friend Mr. Lion, in making
preparations for his Visitors, had been
abie to arrange only six .smull beds, and
but threc or four of us had been wisc
cnough to provide eurselves with ham-
mocks, the majority @f our number were
of" course obliged to pass the night in a
very comfortless manner, looking in vain
for a quietscorner® on the bare ground, in
these over-crowded rooms. Many endea-
voured toevhile away the might 2t play,
or to procure sleop by drmkmg large
guantities of wine.
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I was complet;aly exhausted by the
heat and fatigue of the day, and was,
morcover, the happy possessor of a ham-
mock, and thereféreﬂ retired to rest as
soor. as possible.  But all my fond expec-
tations proved a mere delusion; I had no
means whatever of fastening up my swing-
ing bed, but by attaching one ond of it
to a door, which was open and shut every
minute, and kept me in perpetual motion.
Scarcely had ]blain down, when thousands
of mosquitos united in a conspiracy to
disturb my wished-for repose, by their
continued buzzing -and their poisonops
stings.  Although d had taken the pre-

* caution to "keep on all my clothes, I
wanted at least twenty hands to defend
myself against the fury of these tormen-
tors. Sometimes I made a desperate
cffort o bcat. them ?ﬂ', and then I fared
like the horse with the bee in the fable,

only with this difference, that their com-
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bat terminated with a treaty of, peace.
Sometimes I lighted a cigar with equally
bad success; nay, m my despair, 1 evitn
swallowed wpmm, dmuwhts of thon
wine, but all ('omplc tely fared in pro-
ducing sleep.  The composure of a stoic,
acquired by many a hard fought battle,
was alone able to change the vehement
desire for sleep into quiet resignation.
The result was, that I had not awink of
sleep throughout the live-long night: and
at half-past four o’clock, when the dis-
charge of the guns aroused the few happy
slamberers, 1 arose® from my hammock,
anrefreshed, and. so ftung and scratched
all over my body, that a gna.t must have
had Argus’ eyes to discover au untouched
spot.

To our great joy it did not rain, and
fout of usy well provided with shooting
cquipments, set out on an excursion,

rowed by fowr negroes; we attempted to
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g0 up,th‘é river against the stream; but
the current appeared much stronger than
oft the preeeding d:}y, and we were soen
obliged to quit our bo‘zt, and to proceed
on foot aleng the bank, by a very tole-
rable path.

The gentlemen who accompanied me
were very much struck by the "almost
total absence of every living creature, and
could attribute it only to the firing, which
had been incessant yesterday, and had
already re-commenced this morning. "The
fruits of our excursion, which lasted nearly
two hours, were a Gliiiea fowl and three
.small birds, and these. were nearly the
sum total of what we saw: of the reathery
tribe, consequently, it was not our fauit
that we were not better “sportsmer..
E\;ery now and then we found the shells
of tor‘toises, -and in front &f a negro
hut, was a little bush, with three or
four hanging on it; they were, doukt-
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less, revered as fetishes by the sleeping
inmates, to protect them against nightly
attacks.

Our attention tvas suddenly attpacted
by a little negro hut, which Jay quite de-
tached on a swampy ground, in the midst
of rceds and rank grass. It was made
of rush.es, neatly and skilfully woven, like
our bec-hives, and so closoly. interlaced,
that it was impossiblee the inmates could
ever be incommoded cither by the rain or
the sun.  But the extraordinary part of
this little cot was, that it was scarcely five
feet high, and thrcc. fecet in diameter! Tt
scemed scarcely possil.)le that a man should’
dwell in it, and yet, whose abode could it
be ! One of us knpcked at the little plank,
which was set up by way of a door, at gne
side; the olank was soon removed, and
the black mh'ﬂ)xtant‘ wham te had roused

rom his sleep, gazed at us with extreme '
anxiety. We started back at the mght
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of his isgusting countenance, which re-
sembled that of some frightful inhabitant of
a bog, and ene of thg officers greeted him
with the salutation, “@! que feio bicho!”
(what a htdeous reptile.) This human
troglodite, for we could not compare him
to any thing else, lived here alone, im-
wured in his little cell, almost half a
league distant from his nearcst neigh-
bour«, scarcc]y twe paces from the bank
of the river, among reeds and rushes, or
lay naked on the damp marshy ground in
this dreary solitude, constantly in danger
of being devoured by the crocodiles.

» What might have induced this un-
happy being to select such‘a desolate spot
for his melancholy abode, and to prefer
the soctety of the most odious creatures
to that of his fellow mortals, seemed quite
inconceivable.” Had ¢he, perflaps, béen
banished by his black brethren for some
crime; or, did he act among them the
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wretched part of a holy hermit? , My
subsequent inquiries on the subject were
totally fruitless, ncithc;r could , I obtain
any elucidation of the mystery.

The rain again fell in torrents, and’ as
the path became wetter, and was ren-
dered almost impassable by the reeds and

bushes, we set out on our return, cach of

us glad to make the rain an excuse for so
doing. We were not long in fegaining
our boat, and, at landing, were received
by the loud laughter of the party who
had remained snugly at home. However,
we quickly changed ot clothes, and then
partook of a hearty breakfast, as a pre-

L
servative against fever.

A longer residence in this fertile dis-

trict would Amply reward a collector of

natural history ; and, above all, the Fauna
of thie counffy would yicld him the.finest
hooty.  Although my excursion” was so
very short, I made a considerable addi-
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tion,.to‘my entomological collection; and,
if the river had not been so swollen, I
should have obtained many shells, espe-
cially as Mr. Lion had a large lime-kiln
near his house, where he burnt the fresh
water shells, principally gelathea fasciata,
which were collected in great quantities
near the neighbouring village.

I was very desirous of devoting this
afternoon to an excursion to the monas-
tery of San Antonio, which was only two
leagues distant from Quifangondo, whenee
we could plainly sce the fine lofty trees
in the gardens, but the weather would not
permit it. The vwner of this monastary
Iives at Loanda, and never visits this beau-
tiful place, which is totally abandoned by
the gcclesiastics who formerly inhabit-d

it. 1t is now quite desolate and tor-

suken, in spite of, its picturesque situa-
tion on the first platform on the coast,
and of its fine gardens; the chapel
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is well arranged, and is still in good
condition.

Towards noon the raip gradually abated,
and Mr. dos Santos, w_vho was as much ex-
hausted as myself, urged our return. 1
fully participated in his wishes, and we
quitted this interesting place together.
The greater part 6f the company stopped
till the following day, though they could
devise no better way of amusi;lg *them-
selves than cating, drinking, and play.

We had much labour yesterday in rowing
against the strcam, and our descent was
now proportionally rapid, so that wercached
the mouth of the river In a quarter of an
hour. Here a heavy rain, which cime on
suddenly, obliged us to take refuge in the
cottage where we had obtained shelter
and refreshment after our tedious passage
in out way Up.

Both Mr. dos Santos and myself re-
turted much dissatisfied with the result
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of our expedition, which was by no means
commensurate with our expectations. We
expressed- our doybts as to the truth of
the assertion, that ~alligators were so
numerous in the river, upon which the
inmate of the hut, a native of the coun-
try, immediately offered to catch one of
them during our brief stay, if we would
give him a small remuneration. We
agreed to his proposition, and the mode
of catching it was so original, that we
had no rcason to repent of having done so.

The intrepid fisherman immediately
killed a sucking-pig, and ran a modcrately
thick stick through the entire length of
its body, which he cut. open. To the
‘middle of this stick he attached an iron-
chain, eight or ten feet long; by means of
) clamp, and then farther elongated the
chain by fastening a cord to it. Armed
with two strong barbed iron lances, he
went on board his light canoe, and put:out
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a short distance from the shore, while we
remained in the hut watching his procced-
ings with great interest,and curiosity. At
a venture, he threw the pig into the ri.ver,
and scarcely a minute had eclapsed, ere a
pair of enormous, widely extended jaws rose
above the surface, and quickly disappeared
with the treacherous prize. The fisherman
took advantage of this moment, to fasten
the end of the rope to his canoo; and, also
to attach his two lances by long ropes to
the boat.  The Yoracious animal soon
devoured his booty, and drew the boat,
whieh, of course, followed his every move-
ment, first to one side of the river, and
then to the other, always seclzing'for the
decpest water.  The rope being continu-’
ally drawn ‘tighter and tighter, the alli-
gator darted with great violence above the
surfice, whe’%eupon the negro vigourously
thrust the lance at his head, and the mon-
stet again dived: Certain of approaching’
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victory, he stood calmly with uplifted lance,
watching for an opportunity of throwing
it again, whenever his adversary might
rise above the surface. We were much
astonisheé at the man’s patient assiduity,
for there was once a pause of half an
hour, during which the animal did not
appear, but as he gradual]y' became
weaker, he rose more frequently, and at
last always with his jaws wide open.

The numerous wounds inflicted by the
lance, and consequent* loss of blood, so
completely exhausted the poor alligator,
that he had great difficulty in drawing the
boat after him; But suddenly collecting
all his ‘remaining strength, he pulled the
‘boat on one side with such violence, that
the fisherman fell in‘to the ‘'water. In
an instant he dexterously flung himself
into the boas, and continued ‘to strike his
antagonist with his harpoon. The com-
'bat lasted nearly an hour and a half, when
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the alligator yielded, without resistance,
to the superior force of the negro, who
gradually brought his bqat alongside of us,
and then suddenly leaping on shore, fas-
tened the rope to a cocoa-pa]m- in front
of his hut. He then fearlessly approached
the animal, which was nearly covered
with waler, and deprived him of all
possibility of escape, by inflicting several
decp wounds. Life was not extirict,"when
the alligator was abandoned to its fate,
but it was devoted to inevitable death;
and when we gave the man his promised
guerdop, he observed, coolly, that he
would gladly exhibit a®similar proof of

' his skill every day
This animal was above twenty feet long,
but we were® assured, by many pergons,
that alligators are frequently found here
twenty-five f€et in length. ]
After this long, but not uninteresting
delay, we hastened homeward, and having
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reccived proper instructions, succecded in
passing the mouth of the Bengo, without
much difliculty. The rain fell incessantly
all the way to Loanda, but the pleasant
anticipation of passing a quiet night which
should indemnify us for all our discom-
forts, kept up our spirits, and we reached
home about six o'clock. My face was
dreadfully disfigured by the attacks of
the ravenous mosquitos, which subjected
me to the laughter of my host and
Donna Catarina for several days.

Our flotilla was now gradually dis-
persing ; two of our vessels had guitted
the harbour of Loanda for Benguela, and
another for Rio Janeiro, where she was
to take in a cargo for Europe. Our
smallest vessel, the Esperanca, was pur-
chased by Donna Anna, who intended to
employ it on. the: coast, for conveying
goods to her establishments in Mossa-
medes, and in the Island of San Thomé.
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. .

During my stay at Loanda, I had made
preparation for a lengthened residence at
Benguela, as that country was the richest
in natural productlons, and appenred the
most favourable for ‘carrying oy sciefitific
researches.  With this view, I succeeded
in obtaining the appointment of Cirur-
eiao mdr, from the General Government,
which furnished me with the necessary
papers, and gave me the proémise that

should suceeced the chief physician of
Angola, who was about to return to
EKurope.

In anticipution of my soon occupy-
ing that post, Messrs. Grosbendner and
Wrede started five weeks before*me, on
board two of our vessels, and took up
their abode at the residence assigned to
we, in order tc commence their collec-
tions without delay.

The communicatibn betweerd Loanda
and Angola being vary infrequent, we hact

.

VOL. IIL L
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not received any ‘account whatever of
these two vessels at the time of our de-
parture from Loanda. Generally speak-
ing, the intercours:a is carried on by sea,
and' the vessels keep as close in shore as
possible, in order to have the benefit of
the land breeze, and thus to overcome
the strong current from the south; there
is, also, a communication by land, but it
is not yery regular, and is attended with
great danger, because the inhabitants of
the intermediate country of Quisama are
very savage, and care but little for the
treatics which have been repeatedly con-
cluded with the Portuguese. The inhabi-
tants of Quisama carry on a great trade
‘In rock salt, which abounds in this vast
territory.

* Iembarked on board the Vasco da Gama
on the evening previous to ouz departure ;
and at four o’clock in the afternoon of the
4th of January, we weighed anchor, and
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commenced our last voyage on the coast
to Benguela.

The health of our crew wag excellent:
scarcely a man was disabled from duty,
and we had lost onfy one on bgard afl our
vessels. He was a sailor belonging to the
Esperanca, and had died a few days pre-
vious tb our departure, of the climatic
fever. 'This favourable state of things,
during the (C'arncirade, a season which is
peculiarly dangerous t(; Europeans, natu-
rally led us to .expect that we should
find Benguela in an equally satisfactory
condifion.

We had been only four days at sea,
when four of thg sailors who had 4ttended
us to the Bengo, were seized with illness®
as suddenly as though they had been
struck by some poisonous exhalation. On
the followig day, the four others’ were
attacked in a similar mam;er, and Mr. dos
Santos likewise complained of feeling un-*

.

-d
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well. , I attribute these attacks of sickness
to our late visit to the Bengo, but it
seemed extraordinary that I was the only
individual of that expedition, who remained
free of cwery kind of indisposition. On
my return to Loanda, some weeks after-
wards, I found that the Bengo expedition
had there also becn attended with the
most lamentable consequences; after the
interval of a fortpight, the whole party
was scized with climatic fever; only the
two whites, who were natives of the coast,
had escaped, and their surprise was very
great when they found that I had been
cqually fortunate. * Many of the party.
who were attacked by this kind of typhus
‘fever, died between the fifth and ninth
days; and though recovery was not ui.-
common, yet relapses often took place,
which almost invariaply terminated fatally.

Mr. dos Saﬁtos rapidly grew worse,
‘and on the seventh -day of his illness, a
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few hours after our arrival at Benguela,
he fell a victim to this fearful discase, and
with him the whole,expeditipn lost its
head, its soul, and many of us a dear
friend.

We had been absent only two months, but
how wonderful was the change which had
taken place in the interim! The harbour
presented a most desolatec appearance:

with the exception of the man-offwar on

. the station, there was not a single vessel

at anchor; and instead of the numbers of
Europeans, whose daily visits were almost
troublesome, not a single individual came
on bczard. Nay, cveh our ncwly cstab-
Jished house, which for six weeks Bad been
conducted by four Europeans, three of
whom weré members of our cxpcditioll.‘
sent us neither a welcome ror intelligence
of iny kifd. A dsath-like silence and
solitude pervaded the town, and produced
an® anxious and ungenial irr}prcssion, and
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the natural scenery, which seemed yet
more beautiful than before, encompassed
the lonely town with deceitful splendour
and abundance, and gave to the scene a
peculiar salldening character. We turned
for information to the officers of the Por-
tuguese’ guard-ship, who, alas! soon ex-
planed this mystery. The season of the
great rains had set in, during our absence,
and there was scarcely a white inhabitant
who had escaped the influence of the poi-
sonous breath of this pestiferous season.
But these few who were spared, shut
themselves up, as in a prison-house for two
months and a half, carefully avoiding every
exposuré to the influences of the climate,
"cxcept in cases of absolute necessity; all
seemed to be looking forward anxiously to
the month of March, which would once
more permit them to enjoy their existénce,
or to recruit their shattered health.

In reply to our inquiries, respecting our
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house, we were informed that thére, also,
every body was sick; my anxiety was so
great, that I could not rest gl the fol-
lowing day for morg positive mformatxon
and, accordingly, I went on eshore the
same night, or rather at two o’clock in
the morning, accompanied by a few at-
tendants. After knocking a long time.
the door was at length opcned by a
negress, who was still_half asleep, who,
to our hurried questions respecting the
health of our frieads, shrugged her shoul-
ders, and conducted us up stairs. Here
a mglancholy pictute presented itself:
in a spacxous chamber, exposed to the
constant draught of the chill night air,
which penetrated the dimly-lighted ill®
closed window shutters, lay the four Eu-
ropeans to whom the management of our
houte had*been confided only a few weeks
before. With the éxception of a young
Partuguese who had resided for two years
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in different parts of the country, they
were all in the most deplorable condition.

My poor, friend, (irossbendner, who had
come here only three weeks before, and
who was evidently drawmg near to death,
anxiously implored me to have him con-
veyed on board immediatcly, so that he
might leave this unblest country, ‘and re-
turn to his distant home. He had received
intelligence of the sudden death of his
colleague, Mr. Wrede, which seemed to
have greatly shaken him, and confirmed
his resolution of returning to Hamburg
without delay. I ifstantly made prepa-
rations to comply «with his carnest wish,
and had Kim conveyed, on board our
‘vessel the following day; but, unhappily,
in spite of the best attendance, and most
careful treatment, he found his grave, not
indeed, in the fata] soil of Africa, *but
in the waves of the Bay of Guinea, near
the island of Annabon. Although he
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partially recovered from the d8ehilitat-
ing coast fever, yet, in the course of a
few weeks, repeated rglapses terminated a
life which had held.out such bright pros-
pects. ) . )

The chief agent of our house, M.
Heyne, a young man of Altona, who had
left Europe a few weeks before us, was
also dangerously ill. He received from
me, with melancholy gratitude, the last
fond greeting of affection from his native
home, his anxious. parents, brothers, and
sisters, and expired only two days after-
wards., The other twb paticnts were Por-
tuguesc natives of the®Azore islands; we

 took them on bogrd, where theif recovered
very slowly, and joyfully quitted Benguel~ *
to return hothe. .

The melancholy fate of so many with
whord I had®ence had intercourse, dal'npcd
all the hopes and prospects of my future
residence in Benguela; nay, tLe dissun

E S
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sions« of friends had so powerful an influ-
ence on me, that I began to hesitate whe-
ther or net I should enter on my office as
chief physician. In fact, it needed but litile
persuasiofi to deter me altogether from this
purpose. The very morning after our arri-
val, intelligence was brought of severid other
deaths, and this confirmed me in my reso-
lution not to remain in Benguela; T was
inspired with a degree of longing instantly
to quit this melancholy place, which ap-
peared to me like one Vast charnal-house.
The place of the Governor, who was still
detained, ad interim, at Loanda, hy way
of punishment, was supplied by a good-
nature('i mulatto, who, although he could
not give me my discharge without the
consent of the general Government, never.
theless, facilitated my retirement from Ben-
guela by acéeding te my request, to return
to Loanda, and thereby afforded me an
opportunity of retiring altogether.
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Our ship was detained in the ltarbour of
Benguela till the 25th of January, not be-
cause business rendeged this delay ncces-
sary, but because the authorities made a
point of withholding the requisite papers
.~ long as possible, in order to enhance the
“arges to the very utmost.  Qur captain
~omplained bitterly, and certainly not
without reason, of the continual chicanery
and the numerous obs.tacles which were
thrown in his way, and a kind of petty
tyranny which he.declared were exercised
more oppressively by the Portuguese than
by any other nation. *

We again touchedeat Novo Redondo,
but our visit was ncarly useless; for we
found that the death of Mr. dos Santos hac
defeated all the h.opes of the commercial
transactions, for which Nicalao Tabana had
alrehdy made arranggments. , I here learnt
the particulars of tRe melanchdly end of *
Mt. Wrede. According to the general
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opinion, ‘his death was occasioned by the
apparently simple circumstance of having
been sometimes wet fhrough from exposure
to the dew and rain. ,

We left Novo Redondo on the 28th of
January, and, on the 30th, cast anchor
under Fort San Pedro, where our pilot
had purposely laid our ship. At the same
time, we received orders that we should
not allow ‘any person to come on board
our vessel, and a soldier, who was desired
never to leave the deck,. was appointed as
a guard, to see that these orders were
cnforced. We were 'quite at a loss, and
utterly unable to solve the enigma, why
we were commanded to anchor so’ close
under Fort San Pedro, till one of the
other captains of our expedition came
hear our ship, and brought us the un-
pleasant tidings, that his ship, 'as weli as
one of thé others, hatl been sequestrated,
u measure which was. taken solely at the
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instance of a house at Rio Janeil'-o, for
unsatisfied pecuniary demands.

No notice whatever was taken of us or
our ship for four days; and our captain at
length concluded that he was entirelj for-
gotten; and, as he had put into the harbour
of Loanda without any particular object in
view, He formed the very natural resolu-
tion of taking advantage of the darkness
of the following night, and thas ascaping
from this apparently ur;just constraint.

Our stock of provisions was so much
reduced, that it was dcemed unadvisable
to put out to sea;cand the captain re-
solved, first to coast it to Ambriz, a free
negro territory, where we *should have
nothing to fear from the Portugucse tri.
bunals. The anthor chains and chain
cable were carefully wrapped up in tow:*
so that, notwnhstandmg the silence of the
night, the very sl?ght 1101ce.wh1ch they |
made, could not bg heard in the ncigh-
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bouripgrfort; and, lin a few minutes, the
ship began to move slowly onwards.

The night was perfectly calm and quiet,
the sea as smooth as a mirror, and the
land wind so very faint, that in the course
of an hour, we were scarcely beyond the
reach of the guns of the fort. The poor
soldier, to whose special charge we were
confided, was compelled to submit, zolens
volens » we promised him a free passage
from Ambriz to Loanda, and a small re-
compence in money. All our ship’s com-
pany was in hopeful expectation; our
numerous invalid sailors, who were fully
persuaded that a longer stay would prove
fatal to them, and were ardently desirous
of being in the open sea, and on their
return to Europe, were inspireé with fresh
'?buragé, and hopes of recovery; while
those who were in health were-delighted
at leaving ¢his coast? which had proved
the grave of so many of their comrades.
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Meantime, we were all in the.greatest
suspense; the wind we so much needed,
and which would have‘ been welcome, even
in the shape of a stprm, would not spring
up; and we already pictured tg ourstlves
the approaching dawn of the morning,
with the hated coast quite near, and a
ship of ‘war in full pursuit of us. But our
fears were even more than realised; the
splash of distant oars struck on pur lis-
tening ear, and sudde'nly our ship was
simultaneously bparded on both sides by
sixteen soldiers and an officer, who, with-
out much cercmony took the command,
and turned the vessel towards the har-
bour. Thus, all our short-lived hopes
were destroyed, and, to our no small
vexation, we found ourselves in the morn-
ing again quietly at anchor in the harbour*
of *Loande. Here we were so *closely
watched by the littl brig Audez, and by
the forts Pennedo, and San Pedro, that
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all possibility of eséape was taken from
us.

I would here consult any fugitive under
similar circumstances, to defer his attempt
at escape till towards morning, when the
land breeze is rather stronger, or has just
got up, otherwise he may fare no better
than we did.

The fever, which was still raging on
shore, had attacked many of the principal
inhabitants, several of whom were suffer-
ing in consequence of their late expedition
with us to the river Bengo; among these,
was the Governor General, whose brother-
in-law and aid-de-camp had died a fort-
night before.. Hence many of the public
offices were thrown into confusion, and
filled by very incompetent persons, and
sr»secmed to have fallen into the hands
of an arbitrary power, which ,was not
restricted hy.lahy law. ~All the money on
board was scized as the property of Mr,
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dos Santos, and our papers, books,, &c.,
were carried off by mulattos, who appear
to have lost a great Rortion by the way;
nay, they even went‘_so far as to take his
wardrobe, uniform, valuable jewels, &e.,
and to sell them by public auction.

These unprincipled officials, constantly
came backwards and forwards to see if
there were any thing remaining, on which
they could possibly lay.their hands, and
they werc never slow in finding somcthing
worth taking, which had before escaped
the sequestration ; at length, on the 25th
of F el_)ru&ry, when oar shamefully plun-
dered vessel had nothing more to tempt
their cupidity, they very genérously gave
us leave to return to Furope! Our two:*
other ships,e the Sultana and Georgiana,
had been released a short time before.

Our house in Loanda, afier, having been
for some time under Seal, was a0 released
from the sequestration, on the declaration of
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Mr. Fonseca, that he was the rightful owner
of e':'ery thing that had been intrusted to
him, and he was thus enabled to carry on
business, without molestation, on his own
account. , We instantly weighed anchor,
and congratulated ourselves, when in a
few hours we lost sight of Loanda and its
degraded inhabitants. On the iollowing
day we anchored off Ambriz, thankful in
the conviction that we were now safe from
the dishonorable measures of the Afric-
Portuguesc authoritics. .
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CHAPTER VIIL-

Observations on the NatEral Productions of Angolx
—Indolence and Ignorance of the Portuguese—
Production of the Vegetable Kingdom : Cotton,
Timber, Aecacia, Gum, Aloes, Cactus, Ricinus,
Indigo, Sugar, Tobacco, Coffee, Spices, Maize,
Manioc—The Mineral Kingdom: Iron, Copper,
Sulphur, Rock-salt, Asphalta, Gypsum, Gold—
Abandoned Iron Mine—The Animal” Kidgdom :
comprising every African Quadruped, except the
Camel—Wild Buffaloes and Goats—The Musk Ox—
The Elephant—The Rhinoceros—The Hippotamus
—Bees—The Cochineal Insect—Fish—Character
of the Bengu Negroes, not imturally inferior in Intel-
lectual Capacity to the Whltcs—bu' Thomas Fowell
Buxton’s Work on “The Slave-trade and its Remedy”

' — Liberia — Extragrdinary Talent’ for® Modern
Languages. ’

I cannot® dismiss my account of the
Portuguese possessions on the coast of
Ang8la, without subJomlng the few par-
ticulars, which I have been aMt&to ascer-
taif, respecting the productions of this rich®
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copntry, and the account to which they
may be turned. The manifest scantiness
of these remarks will. be readily excused,
on account of the chortness of my re-
sidence, md the 1mposub1hty of obtaining
any mformatlon from a competent re-
sident European. 1 was consequently
entirely dependent on my own personal
observation, for the acquisition of know-
ledge on this interesting subject.

All the Portuguesc possessions, along
the cntire coast of Angola, arc extremely
rich in the most varied productions of the
three kingdoms of hature. The mineral
kingdom has been¢the lcast investigated,
and is, consequently, the most impe.rfectly
known, and the incredible indolence and
ignorance of the Por'tuguese, have left
‘even the animal and vegetable kingdoms
almost wholly une'{Rlored . *

The lafitt is every where covered with
‘plants, whose value. and importance is
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neither known nor appreciated. Ixtensive
ficlds of the finest cotton, are skirted by
the noblest forests of, excelleuf timber ;
groves of acacia, which exude. an abun-
dance of fine gum, arc intermingled with
gigantic euphorbia, and large plantations
of aloe stand side by side with the most
splendid cacti, whose spines, a foot in
length, oppose an impenetrable barrier to
every intruder.®  The valuabde {ndigo
plant everywhere luxuriates spontaneously,
and often covers Jarge tracts; in other
parts, coffee also grows wild, and is said
to be of a finer quality than that of Brazil.
The bz.mkb of most of &he rivers, abound
vot only in bamboo and othbr valuable
reeds, but in augar-cane of a superlor kind.
In a word, asmore lavish profusion of the
hounties of nature, can scarcely be con-
ceived, tham that whic.'h meets us at ‘every

’ ot

* The pabna ehristi (Ricinus), bears abundane:
of dleaginous fruit, even in the less fertile parts, &’
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step on the coast, or at least, at a short
distance from it.

Loanda is the lgast fruitful part of the
Angola coast, with which I am acquainted.
The environs of the'town, may, compara-
tively speaking, be called barren ; patches
of indigo, ricinus, a few euphorbia, cacti,
cocoa-palms, and many small fan-palms,
tamarinds, with three or four gigantic
adonsonis, and some cultivated fruit trees,
constitute almost the entire vegetation of
the whole district from Loanda, to the
northern and southern rivers, up to the
first terrace.

Ambriz, and Novo Redondo, on the
other hund, and above all Benguela, lie in

» a region which yields cvézry valuable pro-
duction of the vegetable kingdom in
Africa, in the richest abundance. Incal-
culabie advantages might be derived from
the judicises use of“these voluntary gifts
«of nature, and when_the slave-trade shall
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have ceased to stifle every other mteyest,
Angola will speedily furnish the European
markets with costly dgugs, excellent tim-
ber, and many other valuable articles.

Wherever the ground is not tooswampy,
the finest cotton thrives without care. 1
was assured that it is much longer
threaded than the Brazilian, and conse-
quently superior, yet no use whatever is
made of it by the Europeans; there is
indeed one small fenced cotton plantation
uear Benguela, but the owner makes no
wmore use of than did his more industrious
predecessor. In somé rare instances, in
Lozmdz;, I saw a negress spinning thread,
slrom the newly gathered cott'fm;‘.l was
told, that a good cloth is manufactured
from it, espeeially at Cabinda, but I never
met with it.

The few women whom I sgw engaged
in spinning, used a thm distaff, about
whieh the cotton was wound very smoothly *
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with the fingers, a small stone or piece
of wood is attached to one end, in order
that the suspended distaff may keep
turning round more easily. The thread,
which is, twirled befween two fingers of
cach hand, is turned over a second stick,
which the woman holds with both hands.
This method, which is very like that
formerly employed in Germany, and now
used in Russia, is extremely simple, and an
mdustrious negre.ss might readily occupy
herself in spinning, even as she walks
along.

Indigo is reckoned amonyg the wild plants
throughout the whele coast ; and is, in fact,
treatedelike a noxious wc‘cd. During the
time of the Jesuits, there was a small
plantation of indigo at the mouth of th:

“Coanza, which is said to have produced
an abundance of very fine indigo ab that
time; buicthere are now scarcely any

straces left of its former locality and extent.
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Since those days, no European has
made any similar attempt, although the
cultivation of this valuable plant would
unquestionably yield incalculable advan-
tages, as the climate and soil awe said to
be peculiarly favourable to this branch of
industry.

The same observation is applicable to
the tobacco plant, which also grows wild
in many places, but the mode of preparing
it is wholly unknown on the coast, al-
though the consumption of this article is
something quite immense. Large quanti-
ties of tobacco ave bfought to the coast
for sale from Bamba, and other districts
‘of the interior; if is prepared :Witfl a very_
pungent sauce, and is twisted of three '
twines, like dur European rolled tobacco,
and is sold by the ell or foot. The ne-
groes*not only smoke ;hls twisted tobacco,
but also use it for snuff; for wnich latter
purpose it is thoroughly dried ir the sun,

VOL IL F
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and put into a small wooden or ivory box,
and reduced to a fine powder, by mecans of
a thin stick. p

The lovers of snuff, generally, have one
of ‘these. boxes slung over their waist-
cloth; and 1 constantly saw them in
the caravans that came from the distant
provinces of the interior. The negroes
are so excessively fond of tobacco, that
they drequently convert the remmants of
cigars into snuﬂ',. and 1 was often amused,
when walking out, to hear some negro
closely following me, sometimes to a great
distance, till I threw away the end of my
cigar, which he ceagerly picked .up and
considéred himself amply rewarded for his
trouble.

The common clay tobaces pipes, whi: h
are chiefly manufactured at Loanda, are
generally ysed by the natives; but they
are partfeﬁlariy fond of their calabash
"pipes. For this purpose, they scoop out
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a large calabash, into which thdy insert
the point of a funnel shaped head of black
clay, and the smoke wscapes through an
aperture at the oppfpslte side of the frlut
The negroes gencrally regale themsclves
with this cumbrous smoking apparatus,
when lying on the ground, as it is rather
difficult to manage, and both hands are
required to support it when they are walk-
ing.  These pipes arg variously® orna-
mented with carved devices, or brass-nails
disposed in the fosm of figures.

In some disiricts, the cofiee plant is said
to be frequently found wild, particularly
mn En('t mge, whenee ite is brought to Lo-
anda for sale, in small sacks m}ulu'of mat-
ting. This coffee is very excecllent, but
the negroes*sometines pluck the berries
before they are ripe, which of course
renders the quality very inferior, and, in
that siate, it is considered ofiittle value
in the wmarket. It »would appear, that

o 9 .
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coffeg dves not grow near the sea-coast,
for I took some pains to ascertain this
fact, and nobody could show me a plant
in such a locality.

The sugar cane, which'grows in abun-
dance on the banks of all the rivers, is
very tall, thick, and juicy, and, as far as I
could learn, has hitherto never been used
to make either sugar or rum, though both
thesc articles are important staple com-
modities. Some of the negroes chew the
cane when it is fresh eut; but it is more
frequently employed in building huts, or
in making fences. * ‘

I ncver saw any native spices, except
_pepper, which is eaten in large quantities®
at almost every meal; but I was informed
that cloves, cinnamon, and sutmeg grow
in abundance in Prince’s island, and on
some’ parts of the coast. Ginger abeunds
m the eifvivons of \Loandu, and the fresh

“roots may be daily purchased insthe
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market ; but, for want of sugar, it is never
preserved, and is only used by the Euro-
peans in piquant sauces. .

Manioc, rice, and} maize are the only
productions of the country, whicH are par-
tially cultivated for the food of man: the
least attention is paid to rice, although
there are extensive tracts, which might be
advantageously laid out for that purposc.
Maize, too, is, on the whole, but Tittle cul-
tivated ; because, in many places it grows
spontaneously in ‘ such abundance, as
amply to supply a small consumption.

Manioc or Tapioca,' is the most indis-
pensable of these threé productions for
‘the negro, and is likewise used b;r many ,
Europeans. The thick and large root of
this plant is taken out of the ground at
certain seasons of the year, and rubbcd
on a large "grater oyer a barrel.  The
sediment which remains, aftér frequent
washing, is beaten into a coarse powder,‘
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)
in 2 wooden mortar, and then dried in the
sun. 'The mortars are made of the thick
clump of «trees, and there are generally
fouy or six of them gitanding in front of
the hut of the negroes, who employ them-
selves in preparing this flour. It is a
universal custom among the Europeans to
have a small round straw basket standing
by each platc at dinner; this is filled with
manioc-flour, of which, most of them take
a little while eating. The basket gene-
rally contains also a small cake, or piecc
of bread.

Besides the above-mentioned nutritious
plants, a small dellcate bean, called Man-
«dona, is grown on the coast: it is eaten‘
both as a vegetable, and in the form of
flour,s as well by the whitéé, as by the
natives.

Corn, patrticularky wheat and rye, is
said to be found growing wild in the
forests, at some distance from the coast
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for instance, in Caconda; but it ‘appears
to be little, if at all, used by the negroes,
and specimens were now and thon brought
to the coast. . .

Some advantage might probalfly be de-
rived from tamarinds and ricinus, which
abound every where, but have never been
employed as an article of trade. Tama-
rind juice has, indeed, been occasionally
used in the hospitals nt,l}oandn., both as
a beverage and a medicine, but the value
of the ricinus is scireely known, although
the oil, which is obtained from Brazil, is
in constant rcquisition'.

A species of dye-moss is gathered in
*considerable quantities, and sold under,
the name of wrselle; but this plant docs
not belong to the famlly of the roxellaria,
but is a lichen, which grows on the trunks
of low trees. 1t is sajd to.contain a great
body of dye, and a cargo, Which one of
< ur ships took from Benguela to Loan' )
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was sold‘at a higher pricc than the ordi-
nary mosses of the African islands.

It may, be confidently assumed, that
with the entire cess;qtion of the slave-
trade, anll the consequent prosperity of
trade and commerce, that the productions
of the vegetable kingdom, will greatly
increase, and that the valuable drugs in
particular, will soon form a most lucrative
article' of export. Tt is much to be re-
gretted, that no botanist, who has visited
the forests and marshes of Angola, has
ever yet given us any information respect-
ing these treasures of the floral kingdom.

The finest timber, and various kinds of
dye-woods, _abound in the forests of the*
interior, and on the mouths of the rivers:
small quantities of the dyes are occasion-
ally exported, but the timber seems to be
used only for home _consumption. Saw-
mills have been erected on the banks of
the Coanza, whenever any building ‘was
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in progress, but it was no sooner finished,
than the mills were abandoned, and suf-
fered to go to ruin. The timber required
at Loanda, is now oxdinarily brought from
the river Bengo, which is mo?e conve-
nient than to fetch it from the Coanza,
which is at a much greater distance.
Three years ago an attempt was even
made at Loanda to build a little war-
sloop, which was to serve as a guard-ship
on the coast, the timber for which was
likewise brought from the Bengo. Un-
happily, the attempt failed, through the
ignorance of the builder, and the vessel,
though complete, is quite unfit for sail-
%ing, and now lies,useless in the harbour of
Loanda.

One of the trees most prized by the
negroes on the banks of the river, is the
mafuhciro, the tall, slgnder' trunk of which
they make into canoes. The Stem of this

tree is pretty thickly covered with sharp”
F- 5 .
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spires, from the root to the summit, so
that it is impossible to climb it. This
wood is very soft, and a single negro can
hollow out the largest, trunk with his axe,
and maké a handsome large canoe within
six or eight weeks, while he can finish the
smaller canoes in the course of a month.
Ebony, mahogany, packwood, &c., like-
wise abound in the forests ; hitherto, these
woods have been turned to very little ac-
count; but some ships from the Uha do
Principe, are annually freighted in part
with the finer sorts.
Among the most important articles of
export, are the resinous gums of which
,the gum copal* is the, most abundant.’

This gum is brought to the coast by

* The best copal comes from the province of
Para, where an extensive trade was carried on in
the time of King DonJosé, and n‘mny establish-
ments founded there for this purpose, through the

"instrumentality. of the Marquis of Pombal.  *
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the negroes of the interior, in small, bags
made of matting; and to judge from its
appearance, seems to have been collected
from plants of diffegent kinds. The gum,
exuding from the branches of the acasia.
is not unfrequently mistaken for copal.
There are vast numbers of acacias, espe-
cially in the vicinity of Benguela, from
every branch of which oozes a gum, which
cannot be distinguished from® the gum
arabic, except that the picces are smaller,
in the form of dreps, for which reason it
is probably not thought worth gathering.
Gum kino is likewis¢ found in the infe-
rior, and, together with dragon’s blood.
aloe, and countless other medicinal pro;
ductions of the vegetable world, will.
doubtless, sbon become articles of trade.
The preparation of the palm oil, which
the abundance of thege noble, plants scems
peculiarly to invite, is emparatively
neglected in Portuguese-Angola. The
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negroes, Jt is truc,‘make as much as is
necessary for their own consumption, and
for the kitchen of the Europeans; but,
nothing is ;xported, or, at most, but very
small quantities. On'the breaking out of
the revolution, in 1820, an attempt which
had just been made to export palm oil to
Brazil, was put a stop to; and this pro-
mising branch of trade has not since been
resumed with any beneficial result. The
plant which produces the best oil is the
arachis hypogeea, which,is called, on the
coast, amendoim and mandobim, a name
given also to the oil. Both the Euro-
peans and the natives employ it in their
u)o]\cry,‘ und the latter, als anoint them-
+selves with it; it is used by some persons
as a finer kind of lampoil.  «

The demdem, another plant of Angola,
yields‘a reddish oil, which is much liked.
It is obtained by the\‘pressure of the small
fiuit, which resembles the cocoa-nut, and,
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like the palm oil, is used by the nggroes
of the interior and the coast, for oiling
their bodies. It is also used as a medi-
cine, and is said to form a considerable
branch of trade in the interior.s

The mineral kingdom of Angola, that
important source of wealth, has Dbecn
scarcely investigated by the Portuguese.
and consequently is, as yet, but little
known to us, though the weapons and
metal ornaments of the negroes, suffici-
ently prove that the most useful ores, iron
and copper, are found in great quantities
in many provinces; yet, Portugal has not ~
opened any such minas, and the very in-
adequate attempts to make dlsu'nm ies m
this domain, have hitherto been almost i m-
effectual. 1ron, copper, sulphur, rock salt,
asphalt, (oleum petra) and gy])sdm, are
the »most waluable and :ndmary produc-
tions of the country, but as the original -
adventurers, impelled by lust of gai,
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sought, only to find rich gold mines, they
entirely overlooked, or disdained every
other mincral ; the present possessors have
hitherto derived no adyantage from these
immense sburces of wealth. .

It is proved, from the reports of the
Portuguese comnandants, Joao Jos¢ Pe-
reira da Nobrega, and Joaquim Girado
da Fonseca do Amaral Gorgel, that there
arc gold mines in the kingdom of Congo,
in the district of Bailundo, and in Golungo:
and, Nicolas de Abrco, commandant in
that part of the country, states, that gold
was washed by the negroes on the river
Lambige. Nevertheless, Portugal has not
known how t'(‘i avail herself ¢of the advantage
‘placed within her reach by these important
discoverics. For a long time‘the Portu-
guese were entertained by fallacious hopes
of the riches of some gold mines iti the king-
dom of Congs, which were ceded to them
in treaties of peace by the ancient negro
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sovercigns; but the cunning of the, Afri-

cans was always a match for their avarice;
and, by filling up the mines, they deprived
the Portuguese of gll knowledge of their
exact locality. ]
Gold articles, wrought by the Congo ne

groes, arecxtremely rare in Angola, and are
never worn by the inhabitants of the coast.
In a very few cases only, 1 saw gold arm,
ancle, and car-rings, in the péssmidu of
negroes from some unexpiored countyy in
the interior.  Ormameats of gold are some-
times seen on the weapons, especially on
the syord-hilts of savage tribes: but they
do not appear to be by any means skilful
in the art of yorking them": and, at ;\.ll
evbats, are much inferior to thosc which are’
manufactuted by the inhabitants of Nor¢h
Guinca, particularly those of Cacheo and

. »
Bidkao. *

Iron is found in abundan€e in the coun-
- . >
try, and is unquestionably = far more
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useful metal to the negroes than either
gold or silver; respecting the latter of
which, moreover, the accounts are very
doubtful. In many districts, an ample sup-
ply is proeured for home consumption, by
a very little labour; jand, notwithstanding,
their great ignorance in the art of mining,
the natives are able to obtain so much of
this highly prized metal, both for them-
selves and 'for distant tribes, with whom
they trade, that the importation is never
thought of.
In the reign of Don José Donna Maria,
" when Francisco Inno¢encio de Sousa Con-
tinho was Governorcof Angola, a number
ot" European miners were sent thither to
work the rich iron mine at Nova Qiras:
and under the short-lived guiditnce of that
Governor, who rendered most important
services to the Pqnu&uese colony, this un-
* dertaking was very successful. Consider-
able quantities of that valuable ore were



OF ANGOLA. 113

obtained, and Francisco Innocencio, even
established « iron foundries, where many
cannon were cast, some of which are still
in the various forts,of Loanda. Ragnal,
speaking of the iron of these mies, ;uys,
that it is the best in the whole world ; and
the same fact is affirmed by Duprat, in
his ““ Histoire Philosophique et Politique,”
Liv. xi. xviii. These great and promising
attempts unhappily terminated with the
reign of Don José, and we now seek in yain
for the remains of those works; for even
the name of Nova Oiras is unknown, and
the mines are altogether forgotten.

An attempt to resume the work begun
by Don Innocepcio, was madé in modery
tintes by Antonio de Saldanha da Gama,’
Count of Porto Santo, who also held the
post of Governor; but his efforts were
rendered %bortive hy tne .want of co-
operation on the part of Gdvernment; in
cofisequence of which, he, erjoined the
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negro.chiefs or sobas, to pay their annual
tribute in iron bars. In this, too, he was
unsuccessful ; for, in spite of all his in-
junctions, no iron was ever brought to
Loanda, €ither for the payment of the
tribute, or for sale.

During the government of Don- Tovar,
two iron mines in Cavillo, in the district
of Golungo, were worked with great acti-
vity,. utider the immeriate direction of the
Deputy Governor, Joaquim Girardo da
Fonseca do Amaral Gorgel. The neigh-
bouring sobas were ebliged to furnish 242
workmen daily, and four iron bars, were
obtained without thke slightest difficulty ;
but neither did this undertaking prosper.

“The workmen were ill treated, and impo-
sitions of every kind were practised upon
them, which made them greatly dislike
the work, and many, absconded daily; so
that the undertaking soon came to a
stand. They received but a poor recoin-
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pence for their toil; neither bfead nor
manioc was®given for their d:qily subsist-
ence, and they were placed.upon the
meagre ratio of SOmS cACUSSOS, & fish which
is scarcely as large as the palln of the
hand, and is dried in the sun. It is true.
these were regularly sent at the expense
of the Government, from the Presdio
Maxima, but not in the quantity prescribed
by the regulations. Naeves rc'latv's,’thm
instead of 7260 cacussos, only 1200 were
furnished, in consequence of which, cach
workman did not rcceive one of these
small, fish per diem. It was, therciore,
nothing more than might have been cx-
pected, that the men thus dc',;i}aﬁded and
ill-ised, should run away, and that the
iron mines should soon be entirely aban-
doned.

The reports trangmitted .to Portugal,
were of course prejudicial tv the negroes,
indsmyuch as they averred that every un-
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dertaking failed, from their indolence and
unskilfulnes's; whereas, it is °obvious to
an impartial observer, that the true cause
of the abandonment «of the design was
solely attributable to the rapacity and
dishonesty of the Portuguese.

The same fact holds good to this day
in other matters; and so long as the Por-
tuguese supremacy continues to oppress
the African, things will remain in the
same unsatisfactory state, nor will the
negro ever have an opportunity to over-
come the haughty prejudices of the Cau-
casian race, or to f)]ace himself ¢n an
equal footing. “

_ This vast, source of profit will unques-
“tionably again attract attention, at no
distant, period of timé; and " if the ac-
cursed slave-trade shall then have ceased
to stifle every goodin. its very birth,—
then, and then alone, will wuseful arts
and industry begin to flourish. Large
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quantities of iron are used by the ngtives
in manufagturing their wedpons; but
when agriculture shall be generally intro-
duced, this ore will be in far greater re-
quest, and the working of the mines of the
country will follow as a matter of course.
Copper appears to be abundant in some
districts of the interior; for I frequently saw
whole caravans, every individual of which
wore ornaments, rings, buttons; &c;”hay,
even weapons entirely made of this metal.
Those countries, especially, which are si-
tuated on the second and third terraces
to the east of .Bcnguela, seem to be very
rich in copper. Thes attention of the
Portuguese government havii.lg been diT
rected to this fact by a former Governor,
a companyr'bf minérs and assistants were
sent to Benguela a few years since, with
instmictions to make morc accurate inves-
tigations into the mé,tter'; but the result
was unfavourable beyond all expectatiof.
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I was informed, in ;nany different quarters
in Benguely, that this commjssion of in-
quiry had‘ various reasons for making so
unfavourable a report, chiefly induced by
En{lish influence; biit the universal ani-
mosity of the Portuguese on this coast, to
England, leads me to question the truth
of such an accusation »zainst that country.
It is indisputable, that « great deal of
coppar is-obtaimed by the negroes not far
from Benguela: and it appears also to be
found on the whele plateau, at least as
far as San Salvador, the capital of Congo.
I once received a large piece of mala-
chite from Congo; it was bl‘()llg‘ll£ down
to the «woast by a negro, who flattercd:
himself that he possessed“ a picce of gold
ore, and, consequently, a great treasure
I soon undccrived him, and for a few
cigars he willingly gave upc his prize,
which he hag carried on his head between
, gﬁpée and four hundred miles. ‘

3
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During the administration of the Count
of Porto ,Santo, a sulphuf mine was
worked successfully, near Benguela, and
the river Dande: and a good deal of
sulphur was evenexported to Brazil; now,
however, only a few remains of that
establishment, indicate its former exist-
encee.

Asphalt is found in considerable quanti-
ties in a mountain, in the +einity.e Lo-
anda, near the mouth of the river Coanza.
It is employed in Benguela, as a substitute
for tar; but, notwithstanding the abun-
dance of the sourcey it has not hitherto
been used as an articlg of trade.

The declivities of the moantains near
I.oanda, are traversed by lafge strata of
gypsum ; yet neither has this important
article been turned to any account, “for the
‘natiges are satisfied w1tl‘ burning lme of
the sea-shell (arca semlze, 3 which they
mzy require, for thejr several buildings.*
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Rock salt is often found in such abun-
da.nce', that,it constitutes the wealth of
whole districts, and forms an extensive
article of trade, throughout the greater
part of seuthern Africa. Dealers in salt,
stand about in every part of the markets
of Loanda and Benguela, and offer it for
sale in baskets, mostly in small square
picces. Among some tribes, these squares
of s.'t, are, as 1 have bcefore observed,
current as money.  Salt might be easily
obtained on the sea coast, but the facility
with which rock-salt may be procured,
seems to render it. superfluous, though,
wherever the coast, is very flat, the whole
shore is covered with fine crystals of salt, ;
which would require scarcely any prepara-
tion to fit it for use. - :

The time, we trust, will soon arrive,
when-it will be clearly manifest, that, the
mineral kingdom of ‘Angola, yields even a
geeater variety of productions than those



OF ANGOLA. 121

'
which T have here enumerated, and- this
will result, us soon as more *honourable
views shall have induced the European
merchants to turn their attention to these
objects; but as I could not obtain more
personal information, and my acquaint-
ance with precious stones, &c. is very im-
perfect, [ must refrain from entering more
tully into the subject.

If the vegetable and mineral kingdoms.
notwithstanding their great variety ol
ubundance, are comparatively but little
known. and, still less, turned to advantage,
the same is unhappily true of the produc-
tions of the znimal kiugdom. 1t almost
Yecns as if the comparatively sn;all distriet
of Angola concentrated with in itself, inhabi-
tants from the entire contment of Africa,
notwithstanding its immense c‘;termon in
every iliveetfon, its varisus climates, its ' de-
serts and forests, its swamps and mountains.
Most of the animals of northern Africa,'

VOL. 1L < :
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as well as those of the most southern ex-
tremity, liva and thrive here. .
Notwithstanding the hilly character of
the Trigebirge, which, rans from the river
Zasire altfost as far as the Cape, they are
the native home of the ostrich, the swift-
footed antelopes, and even the giraffe, to
which, nature appecars to have assigned
vast plains.. The camel, alone, that
wanderer ‘of the desert, cannot habituate
itself to the rich soil of Angola, hardened
by the sun. The animal soon becomes
diseased in its feet, grows sluggish, and
quite unfit for eflcountering fatiguing
maxches. o |
. The fno§t diYerse climf.tes are found in
districts not far from each other, and only
a few days’ journey infervene‘between the
suffocating heat of the coast, and the
genial temperature of the cecond and
third terraces, which is agreeable, even to
‘the European residents. San Salvador, for

¥
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>
instance, is ealled by them, the Montpelier
of Africa. Caravans, coming/to Loanda
from the interior in a north-easterly direc-
tion, complain very much of the sensible
cold of the third terrace, and yet they had
never seen mountains covered with eternal
Snow.

It is a remarkable and unaccountable
fact, that the more healthy parts of the
interior, such as San Salvador, have peen
gradually abandoned by the Portuguese,
who have invariably settled in the morc
unhcalthy regions of the coast. Unless
the greater facility thereby afforded for
carrying on the slave-tzade may be con-
idered as the only cause, the fact is quite_
ineaplicable. Even the see of the bishop,
appears to have been removed from San
Salvador to Loanga, with an ulterior
view {o this"interest. ‘

Large districts of capital meaJow-land are

spredd over this extensive and upiversally
¢ 2
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fertile country; but there are scarcely any
herds of ca\tle, except numerous wild buf-
faloes, and in the mountains abound wild
goats, the musk ox, many kinds of game,
sheep, & Incalculable advantages might
be derived from these districts, and yet, so
utterly blind are the inhabitants to their
own interests, that they procure butter,
cheese, smoked and salt-meat, at enormous’
prices, from the Brazils, and even from
LEurope. Swine are bred every where,
but only to meet the,demand for home
consumption ; though they are of a breed
which is highly csteemed along the whole
of the African coast. Fine fat s.ucking-
pigs run about among the children, in
'every negro-yard ; but, as scarcely any of
the people rear more than they require fou
their own domestic use, they cannot be
purchased, except ata high erice..

. Mr. dos Santos was desirous of making

keommercml speculation in horned oattle
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and swine, as he had ajready “success-
fully attempted in many o* the Cape
Verde islands: with thls view, he pur.
chased a house at* Loanda, where he
established the two butchers belongmg to
our expedition. But when we bear in
mind the well-grounded assertion of Dr.
Kessler, the royal physician at Lisbon, that
the Portuguese never suffer a stranger to
prosper ; but, that more than any other
nation in the world, they annoy him- by
their jealousy, ill-will, ingratitude, chica-
nery and intrigue, we need not be sur-
prisedoif, among the Portuguese of the
coast, whose character is a compound of
these qualities, this attempt was obliged
to be abandoned, even during our stay.
The priviiege of slaughtering,® both in

* The negroes in Angola and Benguela claugh-
ter the animals in the following manner. The poor
victim is bound with a short rolle to a tree, the
tendons of the hind legs are cut, sud 1n this state it
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Loanda‘and Bgnguela, was in the hands
of a Port&uese, who cartied on his
business by negro slaves, and who was of
course very unw111mg to see a stranger
mterfere *with his trade.

It is only from a few animals living in
the desert, that the Europeans and negroes
derive any advantage; the chief of these
is the elephant, and many a Portuguese
mer&hant has numerous warehouses stored
with its valuable teeth; some of these
teeth weigh from ninety to one hundred
pounds, and must be carried by a couple
of negroes: indeed, the teeth sometimes
weigh as much as bne hundred and fiftcen
pounds. The vast herds of elephants;
which frequently appear in the vicinify of
the towns, ‘would “insure great profit to

is lefwtill the following . day, when it, is slow)y tor-
tured to death ‘wun spehrs and lances. The Eu-
;rppean mode of slaughtermg seems not to xnv1to
imitation ameng these heartless Portuguese.
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the hunter; but regular elephant hunts
.are very rare, even in the hterior, and
the Europeans are content with the ivory
which the negroes have for the most part
collected in the forests, and brinks to their
very doors.

The two-horned rhinoceros (Rhinocerus
Africanus, Cuv.) is common in the thickets
on the rivers—Zaire, Dande, Coanza, and
Novo Redondo. The largest of theshorns
which is about five feet in length, and
from which sticks and cups are turned in
Loanda, is often worth from forty to fifty
Spanish dollars. Here, as in the East
Indies, there is a pravalent superstition,

» that if a poxsoncd beveragé b pourerl
into such a cup, it is instantly Betrayed by
the darkenihg of fhe brighter parts of the
horn; for this reason, a negro chief never
likes to travel without one of Ehese'cups.
Even Europeans are not uainfluenced by .
this belief, and carsy about with theni
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‘

stick_or, riding-whip made of this horn,
which they\lip into the cup, by way of
detection, before they drink its contents.

The rivers which I have just mentioned
likewise ‘abound in ‘hippopotami, whose
teeth are more esteemed than ivory, and
form an article of daily commerce.

Wax is the next principal production of
the country, and every caravan which visits
the “Buropean ports is laden with it as a
staple article of trade, and it is so extremely
cheap there, that none but wax lights are
burnt even in the poorest houses. It is
much to be regretted, that in collecting
the wax and honoy, no precautions are
taken with respect to the bees; the negro,-
who traverses the forest i ln search of these
productions, seeks only ‘for holiow trees in
which the bees build, and then recklessly
destrdys t.hem for the sake of the present
gain.

“The oblong squares of wax which the
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negroes bring on their heads for‘sale, are
frequently ddulterated by thtm with hea-
vier ingredients, and the European, who
himself is too frequently devising means
of cheating them, is obliged to be on his
guard against this deception, by thrusting
a heated iron rod into the wax. I am
persuaded that, if under the superintend-
ance of the police, which would, doybt-
less, be attended with some difficulfies, a
stop were put to the barbarous manner of
collecting the horfey and wax, these valu-
able productions would be easily rendered
far mqre profitable than they are at pre-
sent.

Cochineal is plentiful in Prince’s islang,
but has hltherto constltuted an inconsider-
able article’ of trade however, attempts
have latterly been made to extend the
plantation which are said so have suc-
ceeded very well.

The sea and all fhe rivers swarm with

5
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fish, 'which have not been made to form a
branch of c\";mmerce to other countries;
the only exception is a trifling and unfre-
quept e{portation of isinglass. At the
most, we may mention the small quantity
of dried fish, which the negroes from the
interior obtain by barter on the coast; this
inconsiderable trade is, however, not car-
ried on by the Europeans, but only by the
poor niegroes on the coast.

Before I finally take leave of Angola,
I cannot refrain from ekpressing my opi-
nion of the character and intellectual
capacity of the Con'go negroes in general,
although it may appear to be at variance
with the opinion generally, received. The*
innumerable  stories whlch are current,
both among partml observers, and in
books of travel, had excited in me an
unfavourable. prejudice against the” ne-
groes, and the few skulls of the genuine
negro race {of North' Guinea) which had
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come under my own observatiop, had
tended tor confirm it; yet fa short resi-
dence among them, and a careful, impar-
tial observation of these people, suﬂ’iced
to convince me, that the suppdsed i 1mper-
fect human being was a complete man,
whose melancholy situation and oppressed
condition alone have so sadly degraded
him. What can we, what ought we to
cxpect of the negro, when we cOnsider,
that for many centuries he has been galled
by the most fearful slavery, with all its
attendant horrors and cruclties, which
have not mercly hifidered every improve-
ment, but have actwally caused him to
retrograde in the path of mtellectual uxl-
tre ? It stands to reason, that the lo~s
of liberty; that slavery, must, of neces-
sity, sink the half-civilized negro to a
contdition*but little guperior,to that ‘of the

brute that perishes : .

¢ Death the frail body only kr.].ls,
But thraldom brutifies the 'mind,”
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And thisdegradation, the white man, the
man of the \Caucasian race, himself un-
dergoes, when he has unhappily been
made a slave. If we look among the
North African Moors, what is the state
of the European slaves? They bear a
worse character, and are inferior in value
to the negroes themselves, on account o
their untrustiness and treachery! Europe
itself gan produce examples enough of a
simijar kind, which but too clearly prove
that if slavery be not an insuperable
barrier, it nevertheless greatly impedes
' every noble feeling, évery intellectual im-
_provement, every moral and religious ad-
vance of apeople Nay, it is a well-known
fact that the v ery beasts degenerate in cap-
tivity, unlessa judicious mode of treatment
be directed to their improvement. Yet,
the more exalted quajities of man arenot
a,lt.ogether crushed even in the breast of
the negro slave; and, although— )
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« His look is dull, his soul is dark,’
He feels'not hope's electric shark ;
But born the white man’s servile thrall,
Knows that he cgnnot lower fall.”

There are, nevertheless, a thousand
most affecting instances, in which these
despised bondsmen have given the most
sincere proofs of magnanimity, friendship,
fidelity, and love.

The very general belief that the intel-
lectual capacity of the negro is natufally
immensely inferior to that of the white
man—a supposition that rests principally
on the circumstance of a rather different
conformation of his body, and that he is.
to be considered as an intermediate link
betwecn thtz brute creationy and man, is,
in my opinion, devoid of a scientifie basis,
and is the result of a commercial specula-
tion. Incalculable misery has arisen from
thls false notion, and innumerable are the
persons in whom if serves to stifle the
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upbraidings of a troubled conscience,
which will e\er and anon raisé its warning
voice, and even in the most infatuated,
demand to be appeaséd. It cannot be for
a moment doubted, that if the gains were
equal, every slave-dealer would rather
freight his ship with sheep, or cows than
with negroes; but since this is not the
case, and the preponderance is so immense
in favour of human merchandise, it is,
perhaps, not to be wondered at, that
avaricious man should ‘prefer the trade
which .most easily gratifies his cupidity.
I can conceive it pc;ssible that the, Euro-
pean who knows the African only in Ame-
rca, in o Jegraded and abject state, after®
he has been violently torn from his home,
and robbed of his liberty, m;y feel more
contempt than pity for the unhappy
wretch, and may thus be unablé to regard
him with unblassed judgment. But here
the injustice s too évident; we can only
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form a correct judgment of the hegro,
when we see him under h# own native
skies, living in peace and freédom in his
little hut, surroufded by His,wife. and
children, and domestic enjoyments, where «
all his interests centre, where he reaps the
fruit of his labour, and where he must
contend for all that is dear to him.

I am firmly convinced, that the nggro
of Congo is capable of the same intellec-
tual development of which the whitesman
is so proud, when he compares himself
with his less favourqd brother, who needs .
only education to civilise him ; the aboli-
tion of slavery, and a sound, moral, and
religious education, will place him om a
different footing from thag which he now
occupies. The now neglected sod would
then briflg forth abundantly all the neces-
saries of life, ever® to.superfluity; and
render all traffic in human flesh utterly
lm.neeessary.



136 NATURAL PRODUCTIONS

Agticulture and the slave-trade can
never exist tbgether, and the extirpation of
the latter,  is the indispensable condition
for the improvement bf the former. No
kind of industry flourishes; not a trace of
intellectual activity is found among the
black inhabitants of the coast’; for here
almost every negro, without exception,
derives his livelihood, directly or indirectly,
from the slave-trade: in the interior, on
the «contrary, where the making of slaves
instead of being the exclusive business, is

. quite an exception, and a matter of state,

and is carried on by isolated individuals.
Arts and manufacture #ourish in propor-
tien, so that the productions of the indus-
trious inhabitants of Matamba, and the

_ingenious works of Cassange are celebrated

far and near. 1 allude particularly to the
cultivation of various<kinds of corn, and to
the manufacture of woven articles of cloth-
ing, mats, and baskets, ¢
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There are innumerable proofs,thgt the
negroes areneither incapable gf intellectua
development, nor have they any actual dis
like to it, in proof of which many instance:
are recorded in the ‘interesting teatise o1
the “ Slave-trade and its Remedy,” by the
late excellent Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton
whose loss all the friends of humanity anc
of Africa have so much reason to deplore
If further testimony were wanting tc
confirm this favourable opinfon of the
negroes, I would- merely refer to the~f'ree
republic of Liberia, the affairs of which are
almost entirely manayed by negro officers,
under the surveillance of a white Governor.
The * Herald of Liberia,” which appears
periodically, is edited by the son of a Vir-
ginian slave, and, as BuxXton says, con-
tains many well written articles b;' negro
authors. « . .

The inhabitants of this Jittle free state
are a multifarious compound of all the
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Africenegro tribes, and there is no place
which woul{l afford a better -opportunity
to study the intellectual capacities of the
ma.mfestly different «negro races, than
Liberia. ' I think there can be no doubt
that the negroes who live to the south of
the equator, i. e. the Congo race with all its
varieties, justify us in forming far higher ex-
pectations of their intellectual capabilities
than the widely diffused negro races who
inhabit the northern partsof Africa; and,
that a comparison might be more easily
made in Liberia than among the Congo
negroes themselves. 'This observation, how-
ever, refers only tothe inhabitants of the
West African coast, because here only I had-
an opportunity of ma.kmg any investiga-
tions into this subject;" and it strikes me
that the case is different on the eastern
coast, and that ‘such, evident exiernal ‘cha-
racteristics of: the different tribes, cannot
be precisely .specified* as circumscribed
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within the limits of certain geagraphical
boundaries,

The description which Lichtqnstein gives
of the Caffers, is yery applxcable to the
Congo negroes, and it is not lmprobable
that both spring from the same race, since,
so far as they are known to us, the natives
of the east coast, as high as Nubia, bear
the strongest resemblance to the Congo
negroes in the external conformation of
the body, and the form of the head.

It is remarkable, that in the equatorial
regions, on the west coast, this difference
is most clearly discetnible among the tribes’
which dwell near eaah other; and that a
limit may easily be drawn ‘befween the
negro of the North Guinea racé and an In- *
habitant of Lowet Guinea. Ihope to prove
this clearly in a description of the ‘sku]l of*
& Gongo snegro that I brought with me,
which will shortly be pubhshed and to.
which I beg to refer my reader.
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The negroes on the coast of Angola have

a remarkablg talent fot acquiring lan-

guages, although their own idiom differs so

essentiélly from any with which we are ac-

quainted, that an European can but seldom

overcome the difficulties which it presents,

and in some degree master it. I very fre-

quently met with negroes who had been

only four weeks on the coast, and who

within that incredilsly short time could not

only understand Portuguese, but could make

themselves perfectly intelligible in it.

One of the most extensive slave-dealers in

Loanda was formely a slave, and after she

had obtaine(iier freedom, she studied the

i’grtuguebq:language by herself, with such

diligence, that she not only speaks it very

fluently, but even carries on her mercantile

" correspondence, with her own hand, in that
langusge. In the kingdom of Ambriz all

ﬁvnegroeo who have intercourse with
Wuropeans speak English, to which mény
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add Portuguese, and some even & tolgrable
knowledge of French.

The most satisfactory means, of forming
a correct judgmept of the standard of
mental culfure, attained by the C.ongn‘
negroes, wauld, doubtless, be the study
of their language, the Lingua Bunda
As I am quite unacquainted with this
language, I must refrain from giving any

.opinion, but will communicate some in-
formation imparted to me by Dr. Tycho
Mommson, that.he derived from a gram-
mar and lexicon, by Cannecattim, whiéh
I ha.ve brought with® me.

Although w1th few ei(,eptlons, the
negro languages belong to°’a branch of
philosophy hitherto almost entirely unex-
plored, it tmay, rfevertheless, be positively
affirmed of the Lingua Bunda, that it is'

nei¢her wholly destltute of flexion, nor
has it been reduced to 3 4horoughbly or-
ams.ed system, «and theyefore properly
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. v

. belongs te the second class established by
Wilholm Von Humboldt. We here find
what that profound inquirer sets down as
a principal characteristic of an agglutinate

(language,"namely, that instead of changes
of the terminations, prefixes prevail, which
never blend so completely as suffixes, with
the radical word; thus, for instance, the
plural is formed by prefixing the syllable

Jjis* or'by changing ‘the nominal prefixes, -

MU, Qul, RI} respectively into mi and

a, i, ma, of which the transition from mu«

into mi, might be considered, at the most,

as a symbolic change of form. There is
no grammatical distinction of genders,
dn:l the gender is expre;se(d by the addi-

* The pronunciation here ‘given is the Portu-

guese.

t I consider these nomina to be nomiha unitdtis;
«the came prefixes gerve to form the participles and
verbal substantives, . v
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tion of certain words. The cases are
formed by prefixed particles. ,

With respect to the verbs, the differ-
ences of the three ¢onjugations proposed
by Cannecattim, seém to depena on eu-
phonic laws; but the medio-passive is
clearly distinguished from the active, by
peculiar prefixes; the preterite is formed
by certain prefixes and suffixes; the fu-
ture by the addition of yza, which ‘signi-
ties come, and which otherwise serves  for
derivation ; for instance, to form a foreign
adjective, as from pilimelu, in Portuguese:
primeiro, yza-pilimelk, to anticipate. 1
conjecture, too, that Issee in /e, the suﬂix
“of the preterlte, the root cala, to be. The
differences of person are indicated by
prefixes, wltich, with the exceptlon_of the
prefixes of the first and second persons
singular, §the root of which I do not
know), are abridged forme of the per-
sonal pronoun. It -is remarkable, tl{at
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with ghe.exception of some adjectives, all
the words terminate with a vewel. Can-
necattim gives the guttural 2 and g as
consonants, which the Portuguese had not.
With re\spect to p, it may be doubted
whether it was originally in the negro

idiom, because almost all the words in
which it is found, may be referred to the

Portuguese.  Generally speaking, the
Lingua Bunda is by no means pure, but
mixed with Portuguese words, which have
been variously disfigured by the negroes,
to accommodate them to their own pronun-
ciation. Among others we may remark,
navio, ship; bici, fish; panu, sail ; ezolu,
‘fish-hook, (Portuguese anzol); but we
refrain from drawing any inferences. .
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CHAPTER IX.

I'he Independent Negro State of Ambriz—Visit

from one of the Boats belonging to the Waterwitch~-
Description of these Boats—Conduct of their Crews
—The Mosquitos—The Slave-trade— The W'uﬁ 'T-
witch and a Slave-ship—A German Settler— Visits
md Excursions—Dangers from Wild Beasts —( -
gantic Snahes—Alligators—Start for Quibanza the
Capital—Diflicultiec of the Road—Tipoia bearers—
Humming-Birds—Rich Vegetation—Good Cultiva-
tion—Quibanza—The King Don_André—Ilis Dre-s
—Fricndly Re cepuon—Pelitical and Moral Condi-
tion of Ambii.— Conversation with the King—His
‘Daughter—Visit from the Princess— Villages corgg
positg the Kingdom of Ambriz—Brn:'ery of the
People—ThLe King clegtive ;though despotic—Sin-
gular Prejudice—Departure from Ambriz.

A¢ we Imd scurcely any wind to swell
our sails, we were twenty-four hours in
perfbriming the short voyage from Loanda

VOL. IL oH
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to Ambriz, and the evening was already
setting in when we approached the land.
Shortly, before casting anchor, we des-
cried a boat with brown sails, in the dis-
tance, steering its cotrse directly towards
us, and soon saw, with the naked eye, that
she carried the English flag. It was onc
of the large war-boats, which had been
despatched by the Waterwitch, and which
was te rejoin that vessel off Loanda, after
a four weeks’ cruise. The crew consisted
of fourteen men, who must brave all the
dangers of the climate for a whole month,
without a deck, and with scarcely any
protection against. the rain and the cold
“nights. They had an officer and a phy-,
sician on ‘board, and only four of the
sailors were ‘blacks, though;, very fre-
quently, half of the crew consists of
negroes. ' ) .
They came proudly on board for the
purpose of searching us, conscious, that
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although their boat was so small, they had
the advantalye of us in pointeof strength.
A large gunis always fixed to the fore-
most seat, and frem the faci]yy yith
which the vessel ca;l be steered, and its
small elevation above the surface of the
water, this single gun can master cven
the well-armed slavers.

These boats are yet more dreaded along
the coast than the principal s'hip “itself,
not only because of the greater risk which
the slave-merchaft runs in encountering
them, but because they frequently sur-
prise ghe scattered “inhabitants of the
coast, and carry qff ady prov1smn which,
“hey may require, either by ﬂnr meang,
or, if that will not avall by f‘orce In
some cases they even go beyond. this;
shortly before our visit, for instance, they
set oh fire 8everai negso hyts, some of the
slaves which were lodged in thém madc thejir
es¢ape, but the ivoly that was there, fell

Hg
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into .the. hands of the assailants. Gin
being the goonest exhausted of all the
ships’ stores, is perhaps the most frequent
inducement to such surprisals, and they
find an excursion of ‘this kind the most
convenient mode of supplying themselves
afresh.

Some days before our arrival, several
men belonging to this very boat, came to
our sture &t Ambriz to obtain a stock of
gin; but as our agent and his slaves were
the strongest party, they gave them a
good threshing instead, and so got rid of

(1]

them.
As evening was-already closing in, we
.should not have been able to land that.
mght on account of the detached cliffs in
he bay, had not the officers given us an
experienced steersman. A small projection
of the steep bank forms a safe landing-
place, and several large boats always lie
at anchor here, for: the conveyanee' of
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slaves and goods to the neighbouring sown,
especially fo Loanda, with ,which there
is almost daily intercourse. .

As soon as we had landed, our r English
pilot, notmthstandmg the darkness of the
night, conducted us rapldly along the
steep, rocky coast, and accompanied us to
our store, where, after a short apology for
his late misconduct, he requested Mr.
Oliveira, the agent of our house, “to .ac-
commodate him till the morning. .

Our host redeived us in the most
obliging manner; for he was, probably,
not sqrry to have the.monotony of his life
broken by visitops ffom Europe We
found him and a Spanish sailor seated at
a ricketty table with a glass of grog be-
fore him, in the midst’ of numerou§ black
attendants, who lay scattered about on
the gronnd, either asleep, or. wholly unoc-
cupied, while a dimly burting lamp, sns-
pended in the middie of the house, cast a
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feeble light on this inanimate assembly.
Two other Europeans, who were in the
house werg, roused from their first sleep,
though 1t was hardly eight o’clock, by our
arrival which had not' been expected that
day, and which, on the whole, caused very
little change. Some persons were ordered
to preparc sleeping-places for us, and to
hang pieces of calico around them, as a
protection‘against the mosquitos.

We took some Lishon wine, and a few
ban‘anas, and then retired to rest, fully
resolved to rise early in the morning in
order to have a long‘day. The prickling
heat which is so <roublesome to Euro-
peans on thieir first arrlvnl had spread
over my whole body, and so tormented me
that, for the last wbek ‘I had“seldom en-
joyed a fow hours, undisturbed rest, and
ardently wished for a good long map.
While tossing..oﬁ my: sleepless couch in
the confined gabin on: board, oppressed
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with the sultry heat, and tormented,with
the intolerable irritation of, the skin, I
rejoiced in the anticipation of, passing a
few quiet nights at Ambriz, where I fondly
hoped that a cooler bed and a “resh at-
mosphere would lndcmtﬁfy me for these
hours of weariness; but I was bitterly
disappointed.

I had scarcely lain down, when a fear-
ful noise resounded through the house; I
instantly started from my bed and ran out
to ascertain ther meaning: I found that
four negroes patroled the house during the
livelopg night—callilg aloud and making
a noisc with sticks, er beating a drum

»to scare the wild beasfs; and however
vekatious and .annoying this ntight b; it
was nevertheless ‘nectssary, for it is no-
thing uncommon for a lion or an ounce to*
leap over® the reed-fence which encloses
the court-yard. And not 'oxﬂy in our house
wis this nuisance going on ; similar sounds
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were, heard from all the surrounding
dwellings. All this was quite new to
me, and I returned to my bed in des-
palr I had scarcely done so, and en-
deavoured to compose myself to rest,
when swarms 6f mosquitos penetrated
between the openings of my miserable
bed-hangings, and, with their intermi-
nable buzz and cruel stings, prevented my
getting arly sleep; I knew not what to
do: I might indeed have buried myself
under the quilt, but this was impossible,
for the heat was so oppressive. I was
driven to despair, 4nd soon thoroughly
convinced that I mrust agaln abandon all
hopes of ‘repose.

"Some young slaves Iay on the ground
by the side of my bed They were not
only qﬁite naked, but had not any cover-
ing to protect them against these little
tormentors, and, I could not help envying
them as they lay there:sleeping so soundiy;
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often, indeed, striking their hands.upon
the placeswhere they werg stung, but
never awaking, or disturbing each other
by their continual slapping.

In the middle of the night my two,
travelling companions, §ho, like myself
despaired of getting any rest, came to my
bed-side and invited me to walk with
them in the court-yard, till the cool morn-
ing air should disperse the 'mosQuiéos,
and give us some chance of repose. 1
readily followed «their advice, and after
accompanying the watchmen for sometime
about the house, I again attempted to go
to sleep, but it was nos till towards morn-_

sing that we were refreshed by some hoyrs
quiet slumber.

As I was‘ery dbsirdus of exploring the
country I rose at seven o’clock, and to my °
astonishment, found gvery body already

busily employed: groups ofenegroes were
lyiny about in different parts, of the stores,
H 5
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offering various articles for sale, and cara-
vans were constantly arriving from the
remote interior, and from the neighbour-
ing villages, bringing merchandize. 1
never saw so much giim, especially copal,
brought to marKet as here. In front of
the numerous Baracoons lay heaps of the
refuse of this gum, which the Europeans
always pass through a very coarse sieve
before they purchase it ; in consequence of
which the poor negro trader frequently
losés the half of his commodity ; although
what is termed the rcfuse is not only very
fit for usc, but is dsually sifted a second
time by the overreaching Europeans.
Elephants and hippoi)otamus’ teeth are;
l;rought'""in abundance to market ; -but
during the two dnys‘that I passed at
At_ndri'z, I did not see any wax; perhaps
the traders here do not trouble sthemselves
about’ such txiﬁes, because the traffic in
slavés is the gll-absorbing interest. A-few
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weeks before our arrival, a slaye-ship left
this port .with five hundred negroes on
board, but it had proceedcd only a few
miles, when it was chased by the Water-
witch. Unhappily the Englishman missed
his prey, for the inhuma captain instantly
veered, and wrecked his ship on the cliffs
of- Ambriz. Not one of the unhappy
slaves was saved, at least, not one of them
returned to the possession of* the.owner,
and the crew of the slaver, after bravely
defending themselves against the l.)oat,
which was sent in pursuit of them by the
Waterwitch escaped safe to land: two
Engﬁsh sailors are sajd to have been shot
in the encounter.” The captain Succeeded
in.concealing himself on board 1.« Camzes,
one of our shipsy which Happened to be
close by, and which a few days after,®
carsied him as passenger to Loanda. The
"English made dlhgent seargh for him, and
even came on board the Camoes; but our
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obliging captain had 80 carefully con-
cealed this wretch, that he gcompletely
eluded their ‘vigilence. It was well for
both those men that Mr. dos Santos was
not ‘acquuinted with the affair till long
‘afterwards, for htd he known it, the de-
linquint would infallibly have been given
up, and our captain would have suffered a
severe penalty. I afterwards saw this
slave captain frequently in Loanda, at the
house of Donna Anna Obertally, who was
reported to have been the owner of the
ship and cargo. She immediately gave
the captain the little cchooner Esperanca,
which she had purchased of Mr. dos
Santos, and dispatched him with goods to
M(pssa.medgs, where she inténded to found
a branch establishment. '

. The actual name of this place is, A
Ponta do Ambriz; because it ligs at the
mouth of the river Ambriz, but it is
usyylly called Ambriz, though that is the
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proper name of the kingdom. It is gitu-
ated on the left bank of th.e river, and
stands on an eminence which is about one
hundred feet, high and is covered with a
kind of grass, which*however is not fit for
forage. There are no stablishments of
any kind, and there is an air of deadness
about the place; cattle is no where seen
grazing, and the beautiful goats, which I
so greatly admired at every other place
along this coast are totally wanting here.
A few swine and some poultry constitufes
nearly the whole of the live stock, and
are therefore very dear. The negroes
from the neighbouring yillages supply the
inhabitants not only with fowls, eggs, and
a species of pigéon, but are alsc .obllged
to bring food for shese animals, because
the Europeans have not taken the trouble
of sqwing aven a gram of maize. Their
kraals are mconcelvably bare and not an
individual could point to a'sl}rub, or an
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herp which he had planted with his own
hand. There is indeed an abundance of
vegetables in the market at noon; but
they are invariably brought for sale by the
négroe;i from the vicinity, and now and
then, as an exeféption, from Loanda.
There are only. seven stores at Ambriz,
viz., three Portuguese, three American,
and one Brazilian: not a single negro-
hut is tobe seen beyond the precincts of
these seven kraals, yet, in proportion, the
pc:opnlation is eonsiderable, averaging from
one hundred and fifty, to two hundred
persons; very few of them are slaves, the
greater part being free native flegroes,
"whe setve here for some time. .
“ I wactold that I sholld here first see
the slave-tradle in-itsctrue light, and my
astonishment was great, that I did not see
anything of it ; not a file of chained slavery,
ewen the water from the neighbouring
river was brought in. part by free negroes.
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The matter however was soon explaiped :
great numbers had been very recently
exported, and, hence, I dld pot see a
single negro in chgins. No European
government has any‘power whatever here,
and, consequently, there¥s not the slight-
est restraint with respect to this infamous
traffic ; but every one carries on his deal-
ings in slaves, without any attempt at
concealment.  The poor wretchos are
kept in the kraal of the owner, till the
time of embarkat.ion, and are put on bo:ml
either by day or by night, whichever may
be most convenient. *

It n.must not, howevet, be inferred that
sthe slave-trade is carried on By évery or one
of 4he barracoons, for I can pomttvely
assert that® some *of *them’do not defile
themselves with it; but confine their*
trade to barter, and | have had ample
oppertunities of ascertam;ng that thls
trade alone yields. comsiderable proﬁt.
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Amqng these exceptions was the house of
Mr. dos Santos, which had been estab-
lished here ‘only a few months; but Mr.
Oliveira assured me that the barter for
ivofy, a]one, afforded ample returns, the

" same assurancedwas given me by several
other persons.

In visiting the various stores, I was
greatly astonished to mecet a German of
thé name of Schultz, in one of the Ameri-
can houses. He was a native of Stettin,
and had been brought to this country by
the commercial affairs of his house. He
had resided many ye#rs in North America,
and Africa, and had almost forgot£en his
mother-tongue, but he 'joyfully embraced ;
the opportunity of conversing with me in
our native lapguage: ¢ .

* Although there are natives from so
many differrent countries in. Loarda,
Benguela, beo' Redondo, and Ambriz,
Mr, Schultz and two .others, who livesin
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Loanda, are the only German tesidents
on this vast’extent of coast. » Our mutual
pleasure was of course very gréat, and I
shall ever bear the nfany proofs of his kind-
ness in grateful rememberance. As a mer-
chant, hewas an honourablwe\exception from
those who made their wealth by dealing
in slaves, and the way in which he treated
his negroes might have served as a model
to his barbarous neighbours, and "suffi-
ciently proved the fallaciousness of the
opinion entertained by the Portuguese,
that the negroes can be managed only by
means,of rigorous séverity. A young
negro, who had bgen But two months in
%is house, had during that time acquised
a tolerable knowledge of Enghsh, and
had so fully ‘gained the confidence of his
master, that he employed him in the ‘
bartér tradé.

I scon completed my rourrd of visits to
the ‘other stores, aiid though .mercantile
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jealdusy’ has given rise to an unfriendly
feeling amoug the Europeans, I met with
a hopitable reception from every one, and
would evillingly havé protracted my stay
to acquire some knowledge of the natural
productions of the country.

I took a short ramble along the banks
of the river, but they, as well as the surface
of the riw:er, were covered with so luxu-
riant a vegetation, hat a feeling of inse-
curity and apprehension came over me,
more particularly of alligators, so that I
did not venture to take a single step with-
out the utmost pre"caution. The river is
said to swarm with"alligators, which appear
ir. great numbers, especially towards the
evening; and the most glgantlc snake-
are also said to be found here. Hence,
every noise among the' reeds and thickets
made me stert, and I soon returned home.
While T was' staying at the house of the
physician at Loanda, I saw the skin of a
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snake, which was caught here, and which
was thirty feet in length, although it had
been dried. .

1 also wandered #bout on the shore and
in the mountains, a:nd did not find much
that was interesting; I sa% innumerable
crabs running along the bank like so many
spiders, and broken shells lying about in
abundance, but they were all of the same
spicies that I had met with in Loanda.

The entire fruits of this excursion were
afew insects. Iwhs very anxious to bring
home some of the many light-footed li-
zards, but it was quite in vain to persue
them among the bushesand the hlgh grass
Wwhich facilitated their escape. -

After a hasty repast our host“and his
three Europdan visttors set out in tipoias
for Quibanza, the capital of Ambriz, in
order to vistt the King, who resides there.
Mr, Oliveira had sent a messenger some
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hours before to announce our coming;
and as we felt sure that his mdjesty would
expect us‘at three o’clock, we had no need
to .wait, for an answer. Unfortunately,
we met with delays, and our little caravan
did not set ouf till very near that time;
and consequently, we did not arrive at our
destination till about five.

Quibanza is about three leagues distant
from 'Ponto do Ambriz, across the first
texrace, which is certainly two hundred feet
in height. Our whole toute lay through
high grass and thorny bushes; and in
many "places it was necessary tq wade
through deep waters., We could not,
tb"refore, suﬂiclently admue the vigounr
and pefseverance of our beaters, who pro-
ceeded, without interruption, at a short,
regular trot, without allowing themselves
» moment’s rest. As I was thé heaviest of
the party, I had two reserve bearers, who
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relieved each other twice during the jour-
ney, but they were compelled,to make the
more speed to overtake the others who did
not halt for us. Their orily relief was
occasionally to shift the pole from one
shoulder to the other. Tudacilitate this
change, each of them carried a forked stick,
with which they lifted the pole over the
head, one end of the stick resting on the
ground. SO
The thorny bushes which frequently
crossed the narrew paths, rendered the
passage not less disagreeable to the bearers
than to ourselves ; but, though they were
often so severely scratched, that the blood
grickled down, the.y did not suffer thgm-
selves to be checked for a moment in their
uninterruptéd haste. *While we did our
utmost to defend ourselves, as well as we
could, ageinst the Rushes that swung
across our path, I greatly rﬁgretted that
I'hatl not leisure to observe the vegetatmn
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which passed so rapidly before my view,
and which I had never seen in such variety
and splemdour. We proceeded at such
great specd, that the time scarcely sufficed
for the whole to leave a general permanent
impression. uf

The ground was in many places literally
covered with flowers; the bushes were
adprned with bloom or seed, and the large
trees 'were laden 'with a variety of beauti-
ful blossoms, or bore abundance of fruit.
One of these was particularly striking to
the eye of a stranger, for it was covered
with fruit the size of a gourd, which the
inhabitants convert into drinking vessels.
I involuntarily called to mind the fable of
the mah; who, while sleeping under an vak
tree, was awakened by an acorn falling
on his nose, and congratulated himself on
the wisdom of nature, in not sufferimg so
lofty a tree toobear gourds, a notion which
consoled hir for the pain that he suffered ;
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nature, however, had not followed ou# his
notion of wisdom in Africa.

Léarge flights of brilliant humming-birds
being roused by the noise which we made
in passing, issued from their retreats which
they ‘had sought during thg heat of the
day; and a singular effect was produced
by the incredible numbers of the artificial
nests of the weaver-bird, suspended from
the ends of the tamnarinds. Varlous trees
were mantled to their very summits by pa-
risites, and richly goloured butterflies flut-
tered amid these beautiful flowers. There
was not a spot of bart earth to be secen,
wherever the ground was not clad with
more beautiful plants, it was covered Wktb
grasses rising to the height of.w man.
This paradise seémed *an inipress of the
peace of nature, and imparted to me a
pleasyre I had never Felt before, and I
could scarcely overcome tbe desire of
makmg_ a longer stay:in this, lovely spot.
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My ye roved from one beauty to another,
and revelled in silent delight on the exqui-
site charms which were spread before ‘me
with mute rapture. <The stillness which
pervades the whole, the breathless silence
of all nature.r.annot be conceived, and has
in it something supernatural, which fills
the soul with awe. It was quite a relief
to hear the clear notes of the turtle-dove ;
and the unharmonious twittering of other
birds fell like music on my ear. The
exquisite song of our northern nightingale
would be an enjoyment too great to be
borne amid scenes like these. .

W. Von Meyer,«in his tour through the
Cape Colonies,* speaking of the vocal:
power ‘of the Aborigines of this county,
says, that from fnan' down ‘to the frog,
Nature has treated all like a stepmother ;
nons 'have been endowed by ‘her with a

# Travels in South-Africa during the year 1840-
41, &c. &c., published at Himburg, 1843.
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modulated song; thcre dre none that
warble their native wood wote wild.—
Larks, it is true, inhabit these lc'wely soli-
tudes, but here they” have ceased to sing :
even the frog docs not croak here, but
contents itself with uttcring"d'ne note, not
unlike the chirping of the cricket. The
fiirle-doye alone gladdens the heart with
its sweet tones.”

This remark is almost applicable to
Lower Guinea ; for while the voice of ehe
turtle-dove is beatitiful here, the frog has
lost its croak ; at leasg, 1 never heard it.

As we approached the town, small un-
fenced fields of manioc, maize, ang beans.
1)ecame more and more ﬁequcnt The
inhabitants of this little Lingdom are very
advantageously dlbtmgulshed from- those
of the Portuguese posses~ions, by their
indubtrious cultivation of these plots of
ground. Even tobacco, which in other
pla.ées-is brought almost extlusively from

VoOL. II.
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the Intefior to the coast, is hete grown in
extensive plantations. Under the care of
even an indifferent European farmer, this
country migh‘t be culfivated with incalcu-
lable advantage, and the Europeans would
be able in a :r’c,at measure, to ward off the
dangerous influences of the atmosphere, by
residing on the adjacent chain of moun-
tains, where the climate is said to be very
favourable to our northern constitutions.
We reached Quibanza at half-past four
o'clock. and as we enteved the enclosing
fence, which consisted only of reeds, we
were met by several negroes, who hastened
o inform us, that we nust not proceed to
the' interior of the town except on foot!
We accordm;,ly allghted from our tipoias,
and suffered ourselves to be conducted by
a swarm of people to the further end of
the fown, where his majesty was awalting
our arrival.
The town of Quibanza consists of about
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two hundred negro-huts, and lies in “the
cool shade of lofty adonzonin§ whose vast
tracks scem to speak of by-gonc ages.
They are planted with great Yegulayity ,in
three straight rows,. and I venture to
attest, that they must havisagod here at
least a thousand years. The little negro
dwellings which precisely resembled each
other, formed a line with the majestic
adonzonias, which gave them a fefrcs'hin.g
appearance. They are all made of reeds
roofed in with p;a]m-lc.aves; none was
above scven feet in length, nor less than
four feet in breadth, and they were all
about six feet high; ore end of the huts
was closed by a wall of the sime mag-
rial, *while their sole protection « afgainst
wild beasts wds the' towit wall Which is also
six feet high, but is very fragile, being
formed of o1dy thin reeds twined together,
the other sides being wholiy.open; non¢

of them were inclosed by a fence.
1 92
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We found his majesty, Don André, under
one of the largest adonzonias, seated in an
old-fashioned European arm-chair, covered
with lepther.® On his left hand was his
whole staff sitting cross-legged; close to
his majesty_sst the ministre das armas,
who, as the principal general, ranked next
to him. Then came the ministre da corte,
answering to our master of the ceremonies,
and he was followed by several others
whose rank and office I did not ascertain.
There were not above :eight or ten, and
all bore the title of mafook (minister) and
were the leaders of ‘the troops. ~ Although
these grandees of: the kingdom arc the
most ex'perienced warr.iors, none of then.
wore lfzs weapons on this occasion, nor did
any of the other persohs about the king
appear inarms. On the right hand of Don
André, the other nobles of the kingdom.
w}lo greatly, outnumbered the mafool;s,
were ranged alsocross-legged, in three rows,
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one behind the other. The whole agsem-
bly sat in & semicircle, oppojite to which
four chairs were placed for us. *

The king was dréssed in his stase atsire.
and all the surrounding attendants werc,
quite, naked, with the cstesption of the
waist-cloth. He wore a scarlet silk cloak
trimmed with ermine, which, to judge by
its appearance, might have been dlspla) ed
half a century ago in some. European
theatre. Ilc wore a pair of gaily embyroi-
dered Russian beots, which we had brought
from Hamburgh, aud. which, together with _
a little carpet, were presented to him by

Mr. Oliveira. Like *his 'lttcndants, hy:

* wore a small bjue cotton cloth ronnd his
walst. HIS lema, from the boot} upwards,
were qultc naked, and it was truly mh-
culous to sec the king endeavouring to
hid® them by const:tly, pulling his cloak
over them, but it was so°scanty, and he
succeeded, at best, Bnly for a few minutes.
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He deld.in his hand a reed cane, which
was at least six feet in length, and was
studded half way up with bright brass-
headed, nails!  But «the most ludicrous
part of his whole equipment was his ma-
fook cap, whizh none but the king and
his ministers are privileged to wear. It
was made of bast, or fibres of cactus, and
tastefully plaited in the shape of a Greek
ca'p, but which ley so insecurely on the
crown of his head, that it threatened to
fall off at the sllghtest ;movement. The
ministers, however, have the advantage of
their royal master, ‘inasmuch as, by way
of distinction, they are obliged to wear
'the, cap firmly fixed on the head. ;

A part. of the usual dress of the king is
a bast cape, wrought with much skill and
elegance, in the shape of a lady’s man-
tilla; it is ornamented with'a large tassal
in front and hehind, and hangs very know-
ingly over the shoulders. The present
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being an audience of state, when the king
was attired jin his best, the dirty red silk
cloak was substituted for thedcape.

On our entering the cirgle, the kmg
was not a little embarrassed as“to the
manner in which he ought to receive us; °
more than once he seemesc:lisposed to
rise, but after some hesitation, he re-
mained sitting, and held out his hand in
a very [riendly manner, and metioned "to
us to sit down on the chairs that stood
opposite to him. ,We Had taken the pre
caution to bring.a native, in the service
of Mr. Oliveira, well*acquainted with the
Portuéuesc language,, who knelt down
at our right hand, and actod as inter-
preser.

The kingsthen+ alapped his hands as a
signal that he alone was now to speak;e
and ,be opened the conversation by in-
quiring rather gravely, why we had kept
himewaiting so long?% but on our apology,
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that our landing had been delayed by the
violence of the breakers, he smiled, and
expressed hiaself perfectly satisfied. Both
the king and our interpreter began and
concluded cvery sentence, however brief,
by cla ppmg their hands, and none of the
persons prescnt ever presumed to inter-
rapt the speaker.
We thanked his majesty for granting us
tre honowr of an audience, and for his
courtcous reception. Mr. Oliveira pro-
ufsed strictly to ‘observe the laws of the
covntry, on condition that he should enjoy
rhe protection of the sovereign. Theking,
with much urbanity, begged that we would
‘not thank Jhim, as it ‘afforded him much
plCﬂblllC to sec us. He assured us of hls
pr otcction 5o long ¢s weishould remain in
hi> dominions, and kindly added, that we
should be joyfully and hospitahly recgived
whenever we' mlght return to his country.
‘Sometime iweviou.s to our arrival, Mr.
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Oliveira had caused one of his people, &
native of Ambriz, to be chasjised for some
delinquency; but, as it is strictly prohibited
in Ambriz to inflict any pun‘ishmcnt which
draws blood,— though corporal punish-
ment is not otherwise contrai‘f-s the laws,—
Mr. Oliveira was fined an anchor of brandy.
accompanied by an admonition, that a
repetition of this offence would dou,bk
the penalty, and in the sequel, would be
punished by banishmeng from the coungry.
The king took tlre opportunity of bringing
this offence forward, and exacted the pro-
misc <hat nothing should in future be
done contrary to his known will. |

' We thought, that this was the pfoper
moment for oﬂ'er.mg the presents which
we had brought with us, and whieh werc
packed in a large basket. On the ap—
peatance of “the ging every countenance
brightened up, and the clteerful murmur
of the ministers made us conjecture that

1 é
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they*would come in for their share. The
king expressed his thanks, and observing
that he couild not have expected to receive
so valuable a 'gift, reiterated the promise
.of his royal protection, and then gave a
signal for #kec” removal of the presents.
We were now asked whether we would
partake of any refreshment; and, on our
asking for some water, it was immediately
prescn'tcd to us in calabashes, acidulated
with lemon juice. |

The whole court seemed animated by a
very cheerful humour, after the receipt of
our presents, and even the ministre das
¢rmas, who had oftén vigited our house on
themoaat smiled, and made a sign to Mr. /
Oliveirf, ‘but no one, cxcept the king.
ventured to si)eak.' His ma:iesty made
.many inquiries respecting the illness of
Mr. dos Santes, .and seemed sincerely to
lament his deuth; to my great surprise,
be made the sign of the cross with his
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hand, though of course he was not a
Roman Catholic, observing, that the case
was a melancholy, but an ordinary one, and
the same that awaited us all. Tlis state-
ment of his opinion was very gratifying to.
me, as it was a proof of the“s.qperior intel-
lectual culture of the inhabitants of Am-
briz, because most of the dwellers on the
‘oast regard natural death as an impos-
sibility, and always ascribe it to the fetish
of some enemy; and this superstition,, as
{ have before observed, gives rise to in-
numerable cruelties,.and leads to the
sacrifiee of many victims, especially among
the inhabitants of thé neighbourhood of
*Benguela.

The people of Ambriz arc inteéd like-
wise fetish .worsl.xiiapefs, but they appear
to be less deeply imbued with supersti-
tiou belief than their peighbours, and
yet no missionary has ever been among
thel.n,.nor did any one reeollect having
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ever'seenrone. I am of opinion, that the
political an(k moral conditioh of these
people is So superior to that of the other
Pogtugucese possessmns,—or from which
, Portugal receives tribute,—chiefly because
the Romand4setholic clergy of that nation
have never been able to obtain a footing
among them, in the character of mission-
aries. If we turn to the records of history,
we are horror-struck with the fearful wars,
ocgasioned directly or indirectly by the
wissionaries, who were rent by King don
Juan I1., in 1191, as the first messengers
of the gospel of pea‘ce Since that time,
the kmgdom of Cbngo, has not only made
no Qrogr ess in civilization, but it has ever,
brokerf off all conncxion with Europe
and Eptopem.l colonies‘on the coast. The
" churches that were then built, were pulled
dowrs the pricsts murdered or expélled,
and the suppesed converts again returned
to the worship of ‘their fetishes.. It is
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only on the coast, that Portugal stilf pos-
sesses some few small trading places. The
so called baptised Christfa.ns‘, living in
and about Loanda, are fdr, very fan, in-
ferior to the people of Ambriz. Iy
general, they have gained » nothing by
Christianity, cxcept the name of *“Ca-
tholic,” of which most of them are very
proud ; while, at the same time, they con-
tinue to worship their fetishes, as 1 have
had frequent opportunities of witnegsing
in Benguela and Loanda. |

The yoke of slavcry, the mark of which
is indelibly stamped on every negro,
whether bond op frct of the Portuguese
colony, is so despicable and degrading in
the cyes of thc mdependcnt people of
Ambriz, that they 1ook down with disdain
on their oppressed necighbours, and reso-
Iutely defend theire own frontiers against
the temporal and spirittal authority of
Loanda. It is unhappily true that Ambriz
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. in colmmon with the surrounding countries,
is in the pract{cc of making slaves; yet, it
is enough to see the priests in Loanda to
comg to, the Conclusion, that this little
kingdom must be happier in all respects,
from the siwple fact, that the Roman
Catholic Church has no footing in it.*
Don André expressed his surprise, that
none of our ships would deal in slaves, as
he thought that the mere barter for the
produce of the country could never repay
the expenses of so large.an expedition.
We invited him to honour our store and
ships with a visit; but he declined, and
added gravely, that' as govereign of the
countoy he could not bear the sight of the
sea, for ‘chat it would 1mmed1ately occa-
sion his death. ' He ‘told us, that in his
ybuth he had often gone with caravans of
slaves to the coast, farther north, and he '
‘even, recollected a few French phrases,

*"See Appendxx B.
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which he playfully repeated for the ainuse-
ment of His attendants, and then again
said with much seriousness, that now he
was king, he dared not behold the sesfany
more. I was unable to obtain any infor.
mation respecting the origi» of this re-
markable law.  He inquired with much
curiosity after our distant country, and
seemed to have a peculiar notion resppct-
ing its cold climate. <If? said he, ¢ your
home is further north than London, or
Newecastle,—the names of which were
known to him, ‘I cannot conceive how,
people could live there.’

I had a great desife to see this king's
palace, but mny request was responded to
with the observatlon, that ever'y man who
was caught within the walls which sur-
rounded it, was immediately put to death.

I Was, therefore, perfectly, content with

looking at the surroundiag fence, which '
consists of lofty ¢actus and. accacia, and
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was 50 thick, that the eye could nowhere
penetrate. I\]ikewise met with a refusal,
on wishing'to be introduced to one of his
wives, above an hundréd of whom live in
little huts, in his court-yard, and form his
body-guard sbut he consented to allow
me to sec one of his daughters: upon a
signal given by the king, one of his elder
daughters, the princess ‘ Etona,’ was intro-
duced into our circle. I was about to take
her hand, but her ,embarrassment was so
areat that she knelt down ; w murmur of dis-
,approbation immediately ran through the
circle of the courtiers, which recalled her
self-possession, and ‘mindful of her royal
dignity, she rose, and offered each of us
her hand. ‘
She had no external distinction of any
léind, and like all the other women, wore
only a waist-cloth ofe blue cotton, and a,
"braid of elephants hair round her neck.
She was about fourteen ‘years of age,.very
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pretty, and her manners extremely grace-
ful. I invited her to accompany us to
Barra do Ambriz, wherc Fshould be able
to make her some, presents, and aftes, ob-
taining her father’s permission, she con-
sented to pay us a visit on the follow-
ing day, attended by the two principal
ministers.  The only present that I had
by me was a bead necklace, which I hung
round her neck; she appcared: much
pleased, and her father gave me an ap-
proving smile. . The’ Princess then knelt
down on the right hand of’ the king, and
joined the circle of the nobles. |
As cvening set in,«we were admonished
by the darkness to think df our r.etur.n,
and we accordingly set out, attended by a
great numaber bf toech bearers, provided
by the kindness of the king. The daf-
gess of travelling in the dark is so great,
‘on account of the num'er,c;us wild beasts:
which infest those parts, that no one ven-
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turesabrqad without carrying a long piece
of burning-wood in his hand. Our atten-
dants kept up a continual loud shouting
to gcare _awayr the beasts, and notwith-
standing the profound gloom, we arrived
at our residgnce without encountering an
obstacle. A part of our escort returned
to Quibanza the same evening, and the
remainder took up their night’s lodging in
our court-yard.

We were all rather fatigued by our
exc{lrsion, and after a refreshing meal,
hastened to 'repose, but we were not
much better off than the preceding
night; the same interruptions disturbed
our slgep, and we enJoyed but little rest.

The morning before our departure, [
endeavoured to’obtain some wedpons from
dhe trading negroes, in exchange for cot-
ton goods and glass Reads; atid 1 had «no
 difficulty in dqmg so, for most of the’
negroes were, very réady to dispose ‘of
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them. I perceived several bows ard ar-
rows, and some iron javelins finished at
the butt end with goats’ halr; some clubs
of heavy wood, several lances, abgut sgven
feet in length, a couple of daggers, and a
sabre of very good workmanghip from a
negro of San Salvador.

I took great pains to ascertain whether
they had any idols, but, with the excep-
tion of one in the possession of a Subject
of the king of Ambriz, none of them had
any thing but some fefishes of the rudest
workmanship, and which differed in no
respect from those which are so commonly’
seen along the coast .

The idol of this Ambrizo was of cop-
per, and represented a very.woll-made
human figtire of the €aucasian race. The
owner made use of it as a bell, for fw
emitted « ptetty lougd sour;d at every step
which he took. All my, endeavours to"
obtain possession. of it were in vain; I
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made him considerable offers, but he as-
sured me that if he lost this+idol, every
good fortune Would depart from his family,
and that he would rather lose his life than
this protecting deity.

About gjght o'clock in the morning,
while we were still at breakfast, the Prin-
cess Etona, according toher father’s promise,
arrived at our storc; she was attended by
the two chief ministers, Don' Domingo, the
mumfre das armas, and Don Joao, the mi-
m.srre da cort(’, who follgwed close behind
her. They were both armed with a lance,

" club, and large dagger, which, together with
their tall, stately figures, were well calcu-
lated to’ inspire respect. . I invited the!
princess $o sit down on a chair which
stood near me, but*she preferred seating

#herself cross-legged upon the floor, the
two ministers .standjng closé behind her.
She brought ‘many compliments from her
father, and ,was conimissioned to rehew
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his assurance of protection as lang @ we
were in his kingdom. I could not help
expressing my surprise at’her taking so
considerable a quantity of wine, for,she
emptied every glass that was presented to
her, and yet her manner and ,deportment
remained perfectly unchanged. Her two
attendants were regaled with rum and
Hollands, in the place of wine. '

At my request, Don Domingo guve me
the names of all the villages comprising
the kingdom of ;Ambri'z, which are as fol-
lows; Quibanza, Quineolo, Loanda, Seni-
giamputo,Bongabon;;a, Quibinda, Quingo,.
Quiembo, Qulmbom;a, Quimguemba.
Quimpambo, Qu1mJoge, Qllllll(.dJL, Nuim-
cAnga, Qulcamba, Quinzondo and Phu-
concongo.” Notwithistanding the small
extent of this kingdom and the rude and
savage chafacter of, the tnbes on the east
frontier ; the bravery of its inhabitants is.
névertheless, fully’equal £ maintain its
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. independence. The king, who is abso-
lutely despotic, is, however, eletted every
five years from Ytmong the mafooks; and if
his govegumentrhas been advantageous to
the country, he may be re-elected. The
reigning sovgreign, Don André, has been
frequently re-clected, and to judge from his
appearance, he must be above fifty years
of age.

The few European residents enjoy
great freedom under his government, and
the 'triﬂing imports' whiclj they have to
pay, are made in presents according to
their own discretion, and which they gene-
vally deliver to the king when they wait
upon fim.’ ‘

It is very.singular, that noiwithstanding
the amicable rclationg subsisting between
thfe guver'mnent and the Europeans,-there
are some prejudigies in, Ambriz; which the
latter are absoiu_tély unable to overcome. |
Among these, is the prehibition to keep
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any animals which may be employed for
carrying goods or men, and hence there are
no beasts of burden, nor hofses in Ambriz.
The Furopeans are extremtly desirous of
possessing horses, but their repeated re-,
quests and large offers haye hitherto
proved unavailing.

The princess and her attendants left us
about ten o’clock; I presented her with
several yards of calico and some® glz.tss
beads, and with the simplicity of a child
she gave me an edipty calabash, and begged
me to give her a little Hchmu’ls; I accord-
ingly gave her a bottglc, but kept the ca-
labash as a souvenir, a¢ which she scemed

emuch pleased. -

The last portions of ivory wesc n- ¥
sent on board, and wé werc informed that
the shifPwould weigh anchor in the course -
of the afterfoon. I took.leave of Mr.
échu]tz, and received from him an ichneu-
mon, which he had*tamed, angd suffered to



192 LEAVE AMBRIZ.
[}

. run dbout the house, but it was unluckily
forgotten on shore. .

Previous to‘going on board, I made a
final exqursiont in the ammediate e}lvirons,
but I obtained only a few insects, I did
not meect with any of the tall euphorbia
at Ambriz, which are so common about
Loanda ; this I attribute to the nature of
thg soil, which is very rich, and not of a
sufficiéntly sandy character.

M. Oliveira accompanicd me on board,
and gave me twg of th¢ many grey par-

rots which he suf’ers to go about at liberty
' with clipped wings. ' Ambriz, however, is
pot their native country, and they are
rarely found here in a wild state, but;
they are no where more common thart in
Cabinda. oo oe T

* The anchor was weighed amilst the
rejoicing and .singing of the' sailors, and
with joyous notes all took leave of the
coast, which they regarded as dangetous
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and unhealthy. 1 was the only.one *who
was sorry to bid adieu, perhaps for ever,
to the shores of Africa; buf none of our
party had passed so many? cheenful :aid
instructive hours there as I had, and none,
certainly took so much intevest in the
country sand its inhabitants.! Quite out
of spirits, and dissatisfied with my scanty
knowledge of this deeply-interesting tract
of const, which was almost unknown to
me six months before, I saw the nutior_ml
colours of the sevpral stores, which waved
from the lofty ﬂag—staﬂf plz'mted before
each house, slowly vanish from my view.
The land shortly disappeared,

“ In calm magnificence the sun declmcd

And left a paradise of clow]‘slwhmd

But the monsoon blew strongly from thie”
8.8.0V ., and on the fgllowing morning we

saw ouly sky and sea.

VOL. IIL. h
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CHAPTER X.

VariableWeather—Deficiency of Water-—Proceed
to Annabon for a supply—Appearance of the Island
—Secarcely known in Europe—-The Natives speak a
littl.(' Exfglish a1.d Potugnese—Visit from the Gover-
not—Land for the purpose of exploring the Country
—Xumerous Native Béats—Beauty of the Island—
Ditbeulty of penetrating intd the Interior — A
Chapel—Gain the Summit of the Mountains, and
pas. the Night there—HeavyDew-—Extremq Cold—
Nplendid Prospcct——Kuﬂl) reeexved by the wife of the
Goveynor: —Pay a Medlca.let—Fru,ndly disposition;
of the Isjandgrs—Exchange of Names—Abundsnce
of Natural Prodwctions,— Angabon ,neglected iy
¢be Portiguese and Spaniards, because not adapted
to Slave Stations—Purchased by the English in 1843
—Not one Eurgpean intthe Island—Dress of the
Inhabitgnts—Precents to the Natives, and Dealing«
with tl;em—E;cccssive Timidity of the Womtn—
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%ail suddenly during the Night—Tediods Voyage—
Arrive at Fayal, Horta—A Hermitage—Agreeable
Appearance of the Town-—Cotinfo’s Hotel—ITospi-
tality—Leave Fayal—Rass the C}mnnel, gnd arpive
at Altona.

Tue commencement of our reufirn voyage
to Europe was extremely slow, and was

rendered still more tedious by the total

absence of novel objects of interest. The
only relief to this monotony, was innume-
rable flocks of our old friends—the flying

fish, which fell so thickly gp the decks

duering the night, that we had always a

plentiful supply for breakfast; shoals of
dolphin- also sported around qur wessel in’
stormy weather, and afforded us an Jcca-

sional divers.ity. , I}] th'e ncighbo'urh'ood of
the river Zaire, we saw large quantiticg,
of aquatic and other plants, which were

drivén by the strearh far ‘qut into the

occan; and these little fldating islands

were.fncquently of the liveliest: green.

K 2
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The irtegularity of the winds in these
latitudes is a great hindrance ‘to naviga-
tion; nay, it is often extremely dangerous,
and the* foresiizht of the captain is pro-
$ably no where called more into requisi-
sition tha™here. Sometimes there is a
dead calm, and the ocean for days toge-
ther presents the appearance of a polished
mirror; suddenly a hemvy squall {earfully
reverses the whole picture, and this is as
abruptly succeeded by the perfect serenity
of both sea and sky. Hence it is by no
means uncommon for a ship to be dis-
masted herc, and we ourselves were, placed
fu a very z}wkwar?l pgedicament by the
instdntanecous loss of many sails, and théd
rending of a great part of our tackling.

. It was our orlgmal intention to run in
at the Ilha do Principe, and there to lade
our ship with fine*woods; 'but we ‘were
coinpelled to telinquish this plan in con-
sequence of all our money having been
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.
seized at Loanda; and the captain ac-
cordingly ‘determined to [;roceed to San-
tiago to take in a supply of water. But
L ”

As we nere constantly bccrﬁmed, the great
number of passengers on board so speedily
covsume-l our stock, that we Secame fear-
fal il {1 wonld soon be exhansted. The
passengers  and - erew  were  accordingly
placed vn an equal allowance, namely, a
bottle of water for twenty-four hours; Hut
the invalids were permitted to have n.ore.
if sequisite. Whocever had igdulged in too
large » quantiy at,one meal, was com-.
pelled to do penance at the next, or clse
endeavour to assmage "his thipst with sonfc
' other beverage. We carefully collected
the rain-water, but wo could sc:arc.cly ever
drink it. boc'mse it harl a strong taste_qf
tar and grease.

. The captain at lefgth-résolved to make
for the little 1sland qf Anm:bon, which’ lay
Wlthm the distance of a few miles, and
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 there to take in a fresh supply of water; we
accordingly made direct for it, and were
so fortunate as to reach it on the 11th of
Maich. * Veryfearly it the morning, we
saw the summits of this high rocky island
towering #bove the clouds. The island
looked as if it were defended by a guard
on the northern side, for here and there
nuerous cliffs issued from the water, and
bade defiance to the mighty breakers.
We had gained this point, and were just
about to sail‘ along the east coast, as far
as the northern extycmity, at some dis-
tance from shore, when the high west
wind suddenly fell,” and our ship lay al-
most' motionless on the smeoth surface of
the ocean.” The mcks were S0 high, thet
they proved but too good a protection
against the wind, for miles fogether.
Notwithstading its apparently uniform
and unbroken' mountain ridge, the 1sland
presented thie most beautiful. aspect. In
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most places the rocky coast descended ab-
ruptly into’the sea, yet not a spot of barren
land was .visible from the foot to the
highest mountain simmit ; &ll wa¢ clotfed
with the freshest verdure,

In sight of such beauties, *who could
resist the desire of visiting this lovely,
smiling islet, and examining more closely
its varied "charms? The few grographigal
works which I had brought with me,’oither
made no mention whatever of Annabon,or
else gave such meagre inform‘ation respect-
ing it, that my curiosity was naturally all
the more awakened. Not a trace of a
village or a hoyse could we Mdiscovers
sut we descrigd several boats along the
coast and their numbe; soon increased so
rapidly that we counted above an hundred;
they were each manned by two rowers,
and” approached our® vesse] with great
celerlty

We had just hoxsted thé Danish flag,
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when the first boat inquired, in scarcely
intelligible English, to what ‘country we
belonged ? We might have spared our-
selves the trodble of miaking any reply, for
«the name of Denmark and of Hamburg
were as utterly unknown to these islanders
as some remote Bohemian forest; never-
theless, as soon as their numbers were
somewhat increased, they gained courage,
and came on board with the greatest con-
fidence. They a]l knew just enough of
English to i{xtroduce themselves with the
words, “ Me friend to you, and you friend
to me.” Very few among thems could
way more than this, and of Portuguese,
whi¢h we expected them tp be acquainte&
with, as the 1sland,,ha,d 80 long appertamncl
,fo Portugal, they knew' stlll less! Our in-
tercourse was consequently very restricted,
and our negdtiations for a goat, a fow],
&e¢., or for their little plaited baskets
filled with* shells or lemons were, for
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the most part, conducted by pantomimic
signs.

We had not long cast ‘anchor, when a
boat arrived from the nortHern patt of The
island, bringing the Governor of Annabon,
We naturally expected to see # Spaniard,
or, at all events, a s¢mi-polished negro or
mulatto gentleman; but this ridiculous
little black man,.who was dignified with
the title of Governor, caused a general
smile among our party, His whole attire
was mean and shabby; he wore a dirty red
cotton cloak, a shirt v.vhich mllght once have
been avhite, a dark waistcoat, grey panta-
loons, an old crushed black beave}‘ hat, and

every clumsy shoes and stockix.lgs. He was
evidently quite unaccystomed to ltave his
legs and feet co:'ef'ed,'and v.vas, in fact, the
only persor in the whole island whorm |
saw wearing shoes. » He informed us, in
brokcn Portuguese, w1th whlch he seemed
mote. conversant than with English, that
« 5.°
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he was the Governor of this island, and
that the highest authority was vested in
his hands. He likewise told us, that none
of ‘us céuld ldhd without his permission,
but that if we would give him some Euro-
pean clothes and a few other things, which,
of course included some bottles of Hollands,
he would take care that all our wishes
should be attended to, and that we should
have an ample supply of water and fresh
proyisions. .
On our inqt‘liring whether Annabon were
a Spanish or a Portuguere possession, he
was thrown into considerable embarrass-
ment, and after a few mqments’ hesitation.
he deeided in favour of Spain ; and as none «
of us uttempted to centradict him, he
added that he was 'the‘répres‘entative of
the Spanish power and dominion. He said
it was indecd trye, shat he ivas not ‘Yyet
in possession of a national flag, but that
he nevertheless ho;;éd to receive. one
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from us, or, at any rate, the materials for
making it.

We all ransacked our watdrobes for some
cast-off article of «dress, tp present tcshis
excellency, who was highly delighted with
our gifts, which consisted chigfly of some
trowsers, shirts, an-old hat, and a gun.
His two negro attendants, who were dis-
tinguished from their companions, by
wearing beaver hats similar to thiat of the
Governor, likewise put in their claim for
some donations.,, ' |

After testifying his joy, /his excellency
very,uncercmoniously asked for a waist-
coat, but we weresddétermined not tu
humour his impl'ldence, and thércfgre re-
sdlved not to .give him one. e was very
pertinacidus, ahd frejuently took us aside,
one after the other, and tricd to brilt s
by the promise of cqcoa:uuts, honey, fruit,
"pay, even of a pig, to bécome the, pos-
sessor of this treasure. Finding all his
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. endeavours futile, the Spanish Goyernor,
like a spoiled child, threw himstlf into an
arm-chair, and' leaning his head upon his
hafd, remaine¢ for soine time mute and
yminoveable. In order to get our protec-
tor into a good humour without yielding
to his whims, some of the ladies on board
produced gold tassals, with which they
decorated his hat like a harlequin, and
this quitc restored him to his former
cheerfulness. He drank off’ one glass of
wine after the other, bus every now and
then asked for a small glass of spirits,
which he seemed to prize above all

things. | .

Memwhile, the number of our sable «
visitors }md‘inm:ease{l 50 gl:eatly, that the
deck was literally crowded with them.
We requested the interference of the Go-
vernor to rid usof, this:troublesome throng,
but his authorrty was not in the least
respected by his countrymen, who only
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laughed at him, and gave not* the least
heed to his words. Our steersman sud-
denly observed, that the tinplate which co-
vered the touch-hole of onelof our cannons
was missing ; and as none but these blacks
could have stolen it, our captain resorted
to the energetic measure of firing off one
of the guns, several of which were laden,
in hopes that the explosion might put {he
negroes to flight. The effect was elec-
tric: as if struck with lightning, they,all
rushed to the sidcs of the vessel, and jumped
overboard, without even allowing them- |
selveseatime to draw their floating boats .
after them. As they were all expert swine
*mers, they werg at a considerable distance
from the Shlp in a few ,moments Tt was
long before ‘the Governor, who was 1gnorant
of the cause of our firing, could overcome
his Suspicions that wetharbotired hostile in-
tentions, and his two_ attendants were pos-
sessed with the same flotiofi; he however
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gradually- recovered from his fright, and a
glass of wine presently made him feel at
ease again. Although the crowd of ne-
groes had beert so quickly dispersed, many
soon mustered courage to return, but their
diminished numbers enabled us to keep
them in check.

We thought it our best policy to invite
Don Antonio, for thus his excellency styled
himself, to dine with us; he heaped large
quantities of salt meat upon his plate, and
managed tolerably well o eat it with a
fork and kni}e, although it was very evi-
dent that they were not in daily ;requi-
sition. He likewise handled his spoon
pretty well, and ever and anon glanced
at the company, to av01d makmg ‘any
gross blunders. Hls génerous' request to
be permitted to send his wife some dinner
from our table; was of coursé gladly com-
plied with ; But what was our surprise
when he called fot the hat of one of his



LAND ON THE ISLAND. 207

aid-de-camps, and with his own hands
transferred into it the contents of his
plate. Our amazement *was increased
when he put severdl spoonfuls of*mashed
potatoes over this meal, and sent this
dainty dish to the most exalied lady in
Annabon, who, as I learnt next day,
greatly enjoyed the feast.

Immediately after dinner I requested
Don Antonio’s permission to row ashore,
as I wished to walk from about the midjlle
of the island to its northern extremity,
and then to rejoin our ship. He very
readily acceded to my wish, and even
offered me a nighy’s l(fdg'ing in his house,
ssaying, that he would give his wife due
nofice of the mtende(} honout. 1 could
not prevail on any of our shlps company
to join me in this expedition, save a musi-
ciah, and ore of our butchers, not another
mdmdual had the courage to expose him-
self to danger frorh ‘the rude inhabitants.
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Armed with a dagger and provided with a
bottle of wine, I went on board onhe of
their little boats, and my two attendants
followed my edample.

« All the boats were made of the-hollowed
trunk of a®tree, and were so small that it
was impossible for us three to get into
the same boat, nor could two persons sit
,abreast; nay, it was even dangerous for
one man to attempt to pass another, be-
cayse the boat immediatcly threatened to
upset.

Each of us was accordingly posted
in the centre of a boat, and while we
anxiously, held fast on,either side, our
rowers mttmg at each end, plying their+
small shovél-like oqrs«—carrled us rapidly
a'r)_g adroitly along " Whenever the waves
threatened to upset the boat, the rowers
immediately shifted to the other side, dnd,
thus restored tlte equilibrium. But I must
say, that an excursion of this kind is rather
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alarming to a person who undertakes it
for the first time.

The nearer we approached the island,
the more beautifu was the prospects .
citron grove appeared to clothe the whole
with light green verdure, from,the foot to
the highest summit of the mountain,
while here and there the lofty pisang-
palms and tamarinds towecred above this
grove. The surface of the mo'unt:Lin,
which in the distance scemed pclfcctly
smooth, now pxesmtod a singularly rent
appearance, and involuntidrily reminded
me of Saxon Switze'rland except that the
rugged cminences of*this 1bland arc pro-
bably twice as hlgh and no6 where desti-
tute of vegetation.

The bottom ‘of thé sea, along the shore,
has doubtless the same conformationZand
tht isolated projecting cliffs render it im-
practicable, or, at least highly dangerous
for Jlarge vessels’ to approach close on
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the ‘east.side. The surf was very in-
considerable, and we landéd on the
middle of the‘coast, without the slightest
difficulsy.  The narrow beech consisted
of stones that had rolled down from
the cliffs, ghere were no flints whatever,
but many fragments and pieces’ of lava;
the island being of volcanic formation, no
sand was anywhere to be seen, and only
vel:y féw remains of shells. At one spot
a large portion of rock had slipped down;
one end of it was submérged while the
other lent abuve, against the steep bank,
and formed a maj:astic bridge, jinder
whose lofty arch the small native boats
passed fearlessly .
We found it impossible to proceed fur-
ther northward aloig thé bebch, which
wad very steep close to the ghore, and
therefore, after the boats and \heir rowers
ha’d. ,qultted uy, we struck at random
directly into,the interior of the isjahd.
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After proceeding a few paces, the brush-
wood, which consisted of jungle, brambles,
and grass as high as a man, became so
thick and matted, that we Jad mueh diffi-
culty in making our way through it; our
advance was, however, facilitatcd by a
small stream, which rushed swiftly along
its stony bed, and emptied itself into the
sca. Stepping from stone to stone, we
easily proceeded under the shade® of “its
nmbrageous banks about a couple of
hundred paces ﬁlrther Here we found
the ruins of a wall, composdd of picces of
lava ;,it formed the inclosure of @ square
plot of ground, where the hand of man’
had probably been employed many. years
before with ‘the cultivation « of + fruits.

Hege stood the “fifiest Hananas rich.lyladen,
pine-apples grew in abundance anvorlg
the grass;® but, unluclgi]y for us; they

were not yet ripe. 'The cocoa trees’
were, likewise l#den, and, there were
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many ftuit-bearing plants among the
thickets, which could not be' clearly dis-
tinguished ; everything was so completely
overrun withe crecpers and parasites, all
Jichly clad with beautiful flowers, and we
quite regretted that this charming spot
was so wholly abandoned. Not a trace of
man was to be found; there was no road;
no path, nor even a plant trodden under
foot. * In vain did we look for a human
habitation, but nowhere did we find
even the ruins or vestage of a former
building. *

Scarcely an hundred steps further we
crossed a path, dnd"suddenly came upon «
very neat chapel with several wooder
crosseseplaced in ﬁ;ont of lt We enteredd
the open door, and folnd = rudely €sh-
iontd table, covered with a mat, and two
earved wooden.images, evideritly of Etiro-
pean workmanghip, stzmdmg upon it. I
afterwards learnt that' these figures, were
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meant to represent St. Anthony and the
Virgin.  Between them stood an earthen
pot, which contained wood-ashes and some
half-burnt bones, which appeared t9 me to
be those of a hand.

We sat down and restec in frgnt of this
chapel, and hoped that some wandecrer
might pass by; but: in vain, not a living
creature appeared. We drank our bottle
of wine, and consoled ourselves that e
should find some human dwellings when
we reached the, top ‘of the mountain.
After recruiting ourselves, e proceeded

on ouy fatiguing pilgrimage in the direc-

tion in which we had wet out, nearly fol-
Jowing the stream without déviating mto
the’ foot-path.

A@. we Procdeded,* our ’ difficulties in-
creased; the way, which had hithertt
been rathersteep, segmed to become morg
and more so, and very iqg’ged; the heat
and exercise grbatly increased our thirst;
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. but, fortunately, we often had an oppor-

tunity to allay it with excellentt water, as
we met with*a murmuring brook, and
fréquently foupd the hollows of some pro-
jecting rock filled with refreshing water.
Often when we "had been climbing up to
a'certain point, with much toil.and labour,
and had just laid hold on some friendly
bush, it was suddenly. uprooted from its
thin bed of earth, and we slipped down
together, with our hands and legs severely
acratched and our clothgs torn to pieces.

The sun whs now setting, and the ap-

'parently long distance to the sumnmit,

combined with dur®excessive fatigue, al-
most induced us to rehnqmsh the hope of
reaching :a« negro_ village ere nightfAll.
First one, and ‘then nothér of‘the party
pfoposed that we should take up our

-

night’s quarters on ¢his spot; but ‘ve
‘summsned up all our resolutions, and,

coltecting our * remaining * strength, . we
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made the last effort, and reached the
summit.

Meantime the sun had gene down; not
ahouse was visible; and, fearful of pyoceed-
ing in the dark, along such a dangerous
path, we lay down in the grass close toge-.
ther. We had brought an umbrella to
protect us against the sun, and we now
spread it out as a shelter against the wind
which wa> blowing rather fresh from the
west.  We were all excessively 'wcnry:
and, without giving way to unpleasaht
thoughts of possible danges from wild
beasts,. we had scarcely Iain down ere we
fell asleep.

;A few hours :nig'ht perhaps have pgssed
when I awoke, and found that, thge dew
fell as heavely a¢ smallsrain} and, ip spite
of our umbrella, I was wet through anc
through. My compapions were no better,
off than myself. The cold, was so intense
that’ we could not .go to sleep again, and
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we imppatiently waited for the break of
day.

Scarcely did it begin to dawn, when we '
rose frqm our, damp eouch, as wet as if
we had been drawn out of the water,
numbed in every limb, and trembling
with cold; none of us had the most re-
mote conception that the nights under the
equator could be so cold and piercing, for
we hatl never experienced any thing ap-
proaching to it on the coast.

‘We stood at an éleva.ti.gn of about eight
hundred to a thousand feet above the level
of the sea, and enjoyed the most beautiful
prospect that I ever beheld in the whole
coursg of mly life. All around was the;
boundless ecean on the west side, violently
dashing against the'vagged banks; and on
t'neheast. smooth as a mirror, gently leav-

ing the verdant cogst. Our immediate
vicipity resembled a lovely garden, studded
with flowers, and fruis; the.steep cliffs
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were flushed to the very top with brilliant
blossoms : numerous citron trees bent
beneath their shining fruft, while pine-
apples peeped out amid the verdint car-
pet, and lofty cocoa-palms reared theis
graceful crowns above the bright vegeta-
tion. The sight of this lonely scenery,
which reposed so peacefully in the cheer-
ful light of morning, refreshed our hearts
and spirits, and imparted new vigou;' after
the restless and uncomfortable night whigh
we had passed. » ,

At the northern extremity layMthe small
negro town, inclosed in a lofty cocoa-nut
wood, and shaded by .ba.nyzu} trees, and.
an a little creek opposite the fowil, the
Vaseq da Gama wag slying quictly at
ancler.

I saw ciearly that for 1o @'y, at least,
I nfusc relifquish my plant_of visiting a*
lake, which is said tq lie it the middlé of
the istand, at the height of four hun(.h'ed

VOL II. R 7
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feet above the level of the sca. We could
not perceive anything of it fron the top of
the mountain where we were standing, and
as'I fully expeeted thdt our vessel would
yemain here a day longer, I hoped, with
the assistance of a guide, to approach it
by a nearer route.

We observed a narrow foot-path wind-
ing in numerous zigzags down to the
town, and found that it was the very same
which we had crossed on the preceding
day. It was but a short.cut to this path,
but it wa’ so cold and disagreeable, be-
cause the bushes were still dripping with
the dew, that noné of us were willing to
encounter the first brush. . The sun, how~
ever, rose’ auddenly, and 1ts warm fays
soon penetrated through the cléuds, grank
up the dew, aud in a few moments all was
«fry and cheerful, ard we ¢ontinued “our
way with thankful hearts.

* The hand. df art setmed to have done
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little or nothing to this road;‘here and
thefe a wooden cross stood by the way-side,
probably erected not only ffom a religious
motive, but also t& serve ms land-marks
on the steep intricate rocks. Hunger and
thirst induced us to quicken out steps to-
wards the town, and we had nearly
reached it, when three negroes came to
meet us clapping their hands. They had
come out in search of us by order of the
governor ; because our abscnce during the
night had excited apprehensions, that we
had met with some .acciden‘t a\nong the
precipitous rocks.  We got these men to
gather some cocoaznuts’ for us, which they
2id most willipgly, and cut them *very
adroitly with their long dhggbr-like
kniveg; at this *sdason the shell was of
cours¢ not so hard as when the fruit’ is
ripe,’but the #iilk, which q_uitfe invigorated *
us, is in perfection at this time. .

On .entering the®town, we found the’

L 2
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* whole population assembled in troops, to
gazc at us, and as white men are probibly
scarcely ever séen, the young people run
av;ay screaming aloud, and the women
withdrew in evident terror as soon as ever
we approdrhed. '

I was struck with the great regularity
in which the town i3 built. It is traversed
by.two long wide streefs, which cross each
oth(-r,. and which are terminated at the
fopir ends by a prefty chapel; in front of
one of these a bell was cuspended, which
was ruugl"vioient]y when we landed in the
afternoon with the captain. .

« The hou.:ses Wwere all very small, and
conststed of a wall of pamboos or of
plankd; in SOme ases there was only ax
opemng in place o tlic ‘door; and po ap-
pelturcs for windows, 'L'he roofs are so

*beautifully woven <of palri-leaves *and
rushes that they are imperveous to the
rain, which is'said océasionally to be very
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heavy. Some houses had a small court-
yard for plgs and poultry, fenced in with
reeds; but these animals for the most part
roamed at will about the,lown, or in the
adjacent citron grove. .
The governor’s wife, to wham we were
conducted, was awaiting our arrival in
her little hut. She was rather old and
wrinkled, and received us apparently with-
out the slightest apprehension, cordially
shaking hands with cach, and l)ld(lm-r ux
good morning ,in the Portuguese’ Jan-
guage. The appartment 4vas\ about ten
feet sguare, it had no ceiling and was only'
covered in by the straw-roof. At one end’
was a little chnmber ahout three feet.broa(l
which was dmded from the wther room
bya woodén pa'rtftion‘.; it c.ontaine'd an old
European. trunk covered with sealskib,
several sleoping mats and some finer oitas
‘worn as aprons or waijst-cloths, some’
maize bread, a fow bakets with fishing
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utensils and dried fish, with which the
whole house was perfumed.  °

The larger sppartment accommodated
hig excellency, together with his wife and
a grown up son, by day and by night;
here a make shift of a table was set up,
and three very curieusly fashioned seats
arranged for us. As soon as we were
seated, dinner was served, and as we were
half famished, we sut down with a hearty
appetite Our meal consisted of bad-
smellmg dried fish, whlch were both hard
and tough, a large piece of maize bread,
‘which indeed looked inviting, but was
'very ms1p1d an abundance of cocoa-nuts,
and a calabash with palm wine, which we
all relished. . ot

Our friendly hobtes¢ ‘had ‘meangime
séated herself quietly in a corner on the
ground, without taking any'part in eur
repast. The bouse-door was beset by a
number of inquisitive gdzers, who laughied
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outright on my drinking the  'health of
our hostess, which evidently caused her
some cmbarrassment.  After we had
managed to 'partake of thege dishes, a iire
was lighted in a corner of room, and some
eggs were set on to boil,’ and which were
of course much more to our taste than
the dried fish which had been first set
before us.

We were surprised that Don Antonic
was not present to welcome us, and, on
inquiry, were told by our hostess, that he
had not yet come on shore4 byt had re-
mained all night on’ deck, in a state of
intoxication. Thls, howeter, d1d not scem’
to lower him much in the ésteem of his
indulgent partner; who, if -the truth
wezg' told; seetned rather to envy him
for his ample enjoyment of spiritaous
liqutors. ‘

" While we were still at. table 2 negro '
entered, and after‘a‘nnouncing himself as
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_the physigian of the island, requested nie
to visit one of his patients. I accordingly
accompanied ém to a neighbouring hut,
where Ifound g youngegirl lying on a mat
without any covering whatever. She was
quite emgciated, and was suffering from
an abcess, which I instantly opened with a
lancet, and so astonished the medieo, that
he entreated me to make him a present of
such ah invaluable instrument for his own
use. The girl, wlm had at first shown
grcat fear and tlmldlty at my presence,
was quitej at*her case as soon as I had
afforded her relicf, and she even begged
e to repeat my’ visit.

I returned'to our ship in one of the little;
negro-boats ; before doing bO, [ visited the
shore, which is very sandy at' this ’p,art,
but I did not see many rare specimens
atnong the conchyltla On ‘my arrivat on
board I found ‘a.great quantity and vanety
of natural fruits, some+of which had_Heen
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presented to us, and the rest hartered for,
old clothes. '
I was concerned to find the Governor
still quite intoxicated, buf he was, never-
theless, in high good humour, and made
large promises of pigs, fowls, sacks full of
cocoa-nuts, and I know not what else, few
of which, however, were fulfilled. To-
wards noon, the priest of the island came
to our ship, carrying a pig under his arm,
which he wished to exchange for a pair of
white pantalooys; but, as he found us
wawilling to enter il‘lfO any sudh negotia-
tion, ,he left the ship in a dudgeon, carry-
ing the rejected swihe "with him.  1js’
. dress consiste.d of a Wrappér, something
like a samar, which rendered the said pan-
talaqns quilite s'uf)erﬂi'ious s his feet, like
those of all the ‘other uegroes, tvere
bate.
We found a custom préva,lent among

these, good-tempered islanders, which was
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.quite novel to us, viz., the exchange of

" names; every interview was dommenced
with the question as to the respective
names df the two partits which were then
gxchanged as a token of friendship. This
interchange was, however, repeated so
frequently, that every one soon forgot the
name which he had last adopted. All
were pure Portuguese, Ex. Miguel, Pedro,
Antonio, Christovao, Manoel, &c., and, as
far‘ as I could ascertain, the negroes called
each other by these narfieg only.

The isl{nd"of Annabon is erroneously
mentioned as a Portuguese ‘colony,,in an
"almanac of the islahd of Terceira of the
year }832; whereas it was ceded to Spain’
in 1768. ‘Last year the Economical So-
ciety of Madrid offeredl "prizés for,<the
best essays on Annabon and Fernando Po,
afid awarded one of shem to‘Mr. J. M: de

" los Rios, Profescor of Jurisprudence, in the
University of Madrid,*and the other, to
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Mr. J. Mores y Morellon, Professor of,
Navigation. Those authors agree in this
statement, fhat the island is one of the
most fertile on the*African,coast, and pro-
duces all the fruits which abound on the
continent in the ggeatest perfection; they
both represent the inhabitants as very
well-disposed, faithful, and very religious.

This alleged change of sovereignty is
again a melancholy cvidence of the’ effects
of the slave-trade; th'tt Spain has not
even taken posgession of Annabhon since
1778; and that l’ortugal up tc, that tlme,
did ngt even think it worth while to send’
any Portuguese ofhcer ‘there, or to do’
,any thing else for the colonization of the
country, may be easily gccounted for, from
thgglrcunfstande thatthis island offers no
advantage to the slave-dealer. Provmons
areg indeedy 'abundant, pu,t they may be
more easily obtained on the neighbousing ’
islahgs, and Annabbn is too'near the coast
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.to be used. as a station on the route to the
Brazils or the Havannah. To this we may
add, that the #regularity of the winds in
these latitudes often protracts the passage
from Guinea to-twenty-four, thirty, nay,
even forty«days;' and sjips, consequently,
endeavour to avoid Annabon, if possible.

The great fertility of the country was
an insufficient inducement to those who
called ‘themselves it owners, to take any
notlce whatever of the island; and yet,
Morellon, in his above-mcntloned Prize
Essay, affjrms, that ‘the island, notwith-

Istanding its small extent, could now ‘ex-
"port annually 600 sacks of flour, 100 bags
of Fronch beans, 100 cwt. of fish, 1000 cwt.
of wooed, and mqny thousand oranges.
citrons, plantaifls, and othet fruits. These,
he thinks, might be covered by imports
#0' the value of 200@ ;eals;"but he 14 df:
opimon, that the island might produce a
far greater abundance, if any attention
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were paid to it. Indigo, which forms so,
valuable an article of commerce, is passed
over insilence in both the bove-mentioned
Essays, though it every where grows
wild; but the use of this plant seems o
be wholly unknown, even to the inhabi-
tants themselves.

Happily for Annabon, it has this year
come into the possession of England, which
will assuredly soon turn to account the
numerous advantages which the island af-
fords, will raisg it from its oblivion, and
ere long, will make 'it a ﬂoflris.‘}ing colony..

Aynabon, or Annobon,* was discovered
by the Portuguese ih the year 1193, con-
quered by the Dutch in 1641, and, some
yéars afterwards, returned to the posses-
sieg of Portugal. In 1778, it was ceded

L]
L4

X The negrqes scemed to me to call the island

[Y °

Annabon, and not Annchon ! T do not know which,
.

of the two is right, bus follow the pronunciation of

the natives.
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to Spain, together with Fernando Po, and
“in 1843 purchased by the Enghish.* Its
extent is very wariously stated Morel-
lon; for «instance, makes it twenty -four
geographical miles in circumference; ten
miles in length, slx at its greatest breadth,
and forty-six square miles in its superfices;
whereas Wybraud van Warwyvk, in his
voyage to the West Indies in 1602, states
the circumference a only two leagues;
the Folhinja da Terceira of 1832 makes the
circumference ten léagues, &c., so much,
however is <}Lrtam, that the greatest extent
from north to south, is seven geographical
iniJes, and the circumfercnce stated by
Morellen, is probably nea;'ly correct.

There is «not a single E'uropean now
resident in the island$ 1 did not' even;gge
any mulattos. The women have a great
distike to the ,wbites, “and *the people,
therefore, retaih.their‘phre origin. The

* See Appen:ﬁx C.
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beauty of their person and feptures im-,
mediately ‘stamps them as belonging to
the Congo race; they Mave scarcely a
trace of the high theek-bgnes, titick lfps,
low forehead, and large - posterior of the
head, which remind us 6f the.negroes of
Upper Guinea. The fine black colour of
their skin, which is never disfigured by
tattooing, or daubings of paint or .oi],
is extremely pleasing, even in the‘eyes of
the civilised Eulopean, and thcy leav
their hair to ifs natural grow.th The
only ornaments whlch I shw among the
men gnd women, wele six or seven small
plain gold or brass rlhgs, vhlch are wogn’
in each ear, and a wooden necklace, to
which is attached a gross of the same
maedgrial, ‘which hang"s on his breast, in
token that he is & “ good Catholice”
_cotild not prevail on one of them to sell
one of these necklaces. o ’ .
*These simple islanders seem to be wholly
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.unacquainted with weapons of every kind;

" the only sharp instrument which they
possess is a kitife, which they carry at
their side, for the purposelof' cutting up
cpcoa-nuts, when they are hungry or
thirsty. On my offering to barter my
dagger for one of these knives, the negro
at once tried its virtue upon an unripe
cocoa-nut, but as the back of the blade
was too thick for his purpose, he could
not easily cut the fruit, and thercfore re-
turned it to me, saying, * that it was
good for noththg.” T then explained to
him the real use of a dagger, upon which
he, scemed horrifiedy and left me under
evident a[;preflension. .

It is o gratifying, fact, that during ttvo
whole centuries ‘this Iittle*nition‘has n;qy,er
had dccasion to take up arms against any
distuber of its trgmquiliity. *Brevious ‘to
'that *time, when a ];’ortuguese colonist
resided among them, ard carried on, the
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slave-trade, they were indeed represented
to us as being perfidious and warlike, from |
the fact, that they behaved in a hostile
manner to sorile ships thag touchéd thére;
but either they were the injured partigs,
or a great change and 'improvement has
since taken place in their moral character.
Nothing is wanting to their advancement
in civilization, but the example and inter-
course of well-educated and high-principled
Europeans; and now, that Annabon lla.s
come under the protection of, Lngl:md
we shall unqucatxon.ably sde great .ldvan—.
tages resulting to the inhabitants from
this change of mastets. .
On the follomng day, 1 went ashore to
piy another, and a Jast, visit to thesc
dalightful envirdns &f the little town. I
took a walk in the umbrageous citron
grove, where I met a party of eight’ or
ten girls carrying‘baskoté of sand upon
their heads, Théy were quite terrified at
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amy sudden appea.rance, and hastily throw-

:ing down their baskets, ran ‘with loud
cries into the thick bushes. They never
once stdpped till they* had got fairly to
the top of a steep eminence, from which
they looked down upon me in security,
and laughed heartily.

The citrons were very fine, and 1 never
saw so great an abundance as lay about
under the trees; the ground was literally
cmcered _with the fallen fruit; there were
also many pine-cones and ¢ashew-nuts, but
the deliciops ftuit of the mango-trec was
not so common, because its vigorous, stem
Pprobably requires & deeper soil. The
cocoa-trees are seldom aboye thirty feet ,
high, and the branches are ‘often so low,
that you,can pluck fhe futs while stged-
in.g oh the ground. The tallex trees are
goterally furnished with litfle blocks* of
.wood, which are« nailed to the trunk, and
by the help ‘of which; the natives .may



SHYNESS OF ,THE WOMEN. 235

reach the crown with as much-ease as if
mounted on a ladder.

When I returned to tife town, I bar-
tered, or gave awaj, the remaindér of the
knives and rings which I'tad brought with
me for this purpose. 'The negroes pressed
around me with baskets of fruit and eggs,
but the timidity of the women was still so
great, that they could seldom be induged
to receive their purchase from nfy own
hand; and the knife or the ring was
always passed to them through -the me-
dium of some man, I B8btained some
potatees, which were of a larger size than
those common among'us’; in shape, they
,were somewhat flat and angullar, and when
boiled, were hard and. rather “green, but
didenpt taste amiss.

The men were very eager after tobztcc(;,
whith does* fot ali)pear to grow.on ‘the
island ; but my little stock was exhausted
on the first day.
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. Idid net venture on board till towards
" the evening ; we had made arfangements
for going ashare the following day, but
in the thiddle of the night the sky became
qvercast, portenting a heavy storm. The
captain was apprehcnsive that we should
not be safe in the bay, and to my great
regret, we weighed anchor immediately.
On the following morning, the 12th of
March, we could still distinguish at 2
great distance the lofty island of Annabon,
whose friendly inhabitanty. were, doubtless,

. much asto,nishbd at t.he suddenness of our
departure. , .

"+ The beautiful’ Afimabon afforded agree-
able topics of conversation for many a,
day, but the voyage soon became insuf-
f?rably tedious’; for' fifty days Wwe digaaot
see % single sail, and it was not. till we had
passed the Cape, Verde Archipelago, and
had entered the Atlantic Ocean, that we
saluted anotliet vessel.” During this, long
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interim, we were frequ'ently .becalmed,,
and, at other times, tossed with violent -
gusts of wind, which carried off several
sails at one time;' at other times? we had
fearful thunder-storms, which are said to
be more severe and long-contiaued, than
in any part of the world.

We we often diverted with the sporting
of the whales; and one fine clear day, saw
nine of these monsters of the deep toge-
ther; they frequently rose so ncar us,
that all who were on deck were completely
covered with the white fohm which they
spoused in the air. .

On one occasion, ‘'we caught a shark,
twelve feet in length, on '1 large hook,
and mmetlmcq the sailors Rarpooned a
dvlshin, or a f)omta, the well-tasted ﬂcsh
of which afforded us an ezgreeable 1‘cpast
The innunterable qaantl,ty of Spara b;tlpa‘
gave rise to many an i‘ntleresting chase,
and the capture ‘of the Portuguese Ma-
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.nuare, which we frequently met with,
. gave me much pain. We rarely saw any
birds, except  the vicinity of Sierra
Leone, Which we passedl within a distance
of about ten mies; but often met with
large flocks of sea-fowl, and caught nume-
rous little sterna, by a string baited with
small pieces of bacon.

Qur stock of water was considerably
diminished by our protracted voyage ;
we, were, again plaged upon short allow-
ance, an¢ we resolved to .put in at San-
tiago, in the Cape Verde Group; but
both the current and north-west winds
werc always against 'us, gnd obliged us to
proceed to the Azores, which we endea-
voured fo gain as soon as poss1ble )

On the 10th of May, we leached,t'ke
lovel)" island of Tayal, and cast:anchor in
‘the road-stead « of the pretty town ‘of
Horta. It derives its pame, which means
beech-forest, ffom the abundance of those

'~
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trees which were found here .when the.
island was first discovered. Few of these
noble trees now remain, bit there is much
fine pasture-land—many wsineyarls, a.nd
beautiful citron groves. The natural pra-
ductions bear on the whole so great a re-
semblance to those of Furope, that they
reminded me of that continent rather than
of Africa. Pretty looking country-houges
resembling villas, lay scattered” every
where in the vicinity of Horta the chief
town, which has,a very beautifub appear-
ance when seen from the Baerur, where )
the rpcky shore rises rather steep on
cither side.

On an emingnce to the left of the town
stands a little hernntage, tht tenant of
which will have® no’ great difficulty 1n
keeme’ his vow, never to leave this ldvely
nelghboulhood The padxe who dwe'\l%
here amid his orchard and garden, enjoys
a splendid view oVer the beautiful town,

2
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which is scarcely ten minutes distant, and

"of a great part of the island—the oppo-
site island of Iico, with its many vine-
yax;ds, ahd the wide expanse of the ever-
changing oceans He is supplied with
milk and bread from the town every
morning, and is considered a very pious
man ; but I must confess he appeared to
me to be very wily.

The first sight of the European boats,
of the white rowcrs, and gentlemen in
Europear costume was very welcome. 1
hastened on shure, and was conducted to
a kind of hotel kept by a Mr. Coitinjo,
who received his guests with genuine in-
sular ¢ivility. I wandered eight or ten
timestkrough the gcheerful streets, which
are badly paved with immense stgnss,
but rhave a \'rery good foot-path. I
logked with pleasure. upon thz generally
handsome KEurepean countenances; but
the costume of the women, with their long
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mantillas falling over the face, excfted my
curiosity, but without gratifyiné it, for I
could seldom see more than a pair of very
fine bright eyes.

The loud creaking of tl}z two-wheeled
little carts, drawn by onc or two oxen’
most awkwardly yoked together, reminded
me of our heavily laden German wag-
gons.  In the principal street are several
gay shops, the garden of the fortress,
several churches, the hospital, and the
court-house, and it is terminated at one
end by a small mountain terrent. " Here
many washer-women, with their petticoats
tucked up, stood cheérfully singing, who
inquisitively and sportively ‘sahiteq me
the son of the north. -

Five of us sat «down to an excellent
breaktast, every artiele of which v.vas‘,de-’
lighifully fl.‘gedu ang incrfedibly .cheap...
There was a species of séz;,-snail, patella,
two gorts of fish, two,different kinds of meat

YOL II. M



242 AN Exg: URSLON.

new potatoes, and plenty of other vege-
tables, t:)getlxer with fifteene bottles of
wine, nine yegars old, from the island of
Pico, cnd Mr. Coitinjo’s total charge was
only five milrejs.

I greatly enjoyed my little excursion in
the immediate environs of the town,
which is most appropriately designated
“ the garden.”

" Though it was still pretty early in the
year, all nature was clothed in the richest
Verdure. I need not say anything of the
fine lemons gnd omnges. of the Azores, for
they are' known all over Europe. Where-
(.vc-r the eye turns, it rests upon vmeyards
“or citron groves laden with fruit. '[‘hw
ﬁn(ﬁst pisang and the delicious bal.anas
abound in thke gﬂrdu‘..s.,t and are almost
‘as u]arlgc and excellent as in thé Cape
Verde Isles.  Pine-gpples wvere in perfec-
tign, and all t]lc fruits and vegetables ol

Europe, ar¢ grown in abundance.
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I had frequent opport.unitieq of expe-
riencing the great hospitality of the kind-
hearted pcople of Fayal, whose language,
with its beautiful* * tones, ,cannot? fail "to
charm every stranger, especially tl;os.o
who have come from barbarous countries.
They speak the Portuguese sa slowly,
that every word falls like music upon the
car.

The: Juiz dos Dirctos of Pico, and the
commandant of the fort received me with
such great kindness, .that althu,;xgh n.uy
acquaintance with Ihvm vas  so short, |
shall glways reme smber them with the, most '
cordial estcem. l pnss(,d only two (Llyq in*

: Horta, but I left it with pcrhaps greater
regret than any other, placeswith hich
I hecame acqudinted during my voyage.

As' long, as daydight lasted, I ztodd
upon the deek, and,took a ﬁlrcw.cll view
of this paradise on ee}rth...‘l‘hc wind blew
stiffly from the sout};-west, aud, before the

V4
M o<
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_break of day, had carried us out of sight of
the Azores. A few days passed, and we
were in the Eaglish Channel, where we
learnt from the pilots who came on board,
the astounding intelligence of the dreadful
conflagtation of Hamburgh.

On inquiry after our other ships, we
were informed, that the Georgiana and
the Sultana had lately passed the Channel,
and that the latter had been so fearfully
\mtul by sickness soon after she left
Lo,mda, that of hcr whele crew only two
sailors reached London alive and well.
For(unatély, two English pilots came to
the .msmtancc of the depopu]ated vesscl,
at thomouth of the Channel, but one of,
them fell overboard and W‘lb (lrowncd, ‘and
the Sultana ‘was *with ‘great dlﬂi(u!t)
brought to London.® Not only h‘ld the
véw spffered,, but the captain had "a]sq
died, and his‘bedy was committed to the
sea, near the mouth of the river Thares.
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Our voyage, on the contrary, 'was pros-
perous; and on the 29th of May we cast
anchor off Cuxhaven, whith we had left
about a year before.  Zhe quaranfun(
authorities did not see cause to detain ug,
and on the 31st of May we arichored in
the Port of Altona.

® TINIS.






APPENDIN, A.

(page 163.7

GIGANTLIC SERPENTS.

It unght be very interesting to ascertain
whether these suakes are of the sume species
as those mumoue‘ by Dr. \l.trtxua, in his
Travels in Brazil. — As this part of his valuable
work has not been tridhslated mto sEnglish, an-
extract from 1, 1clative tp these ﬁ)n‘lﬂdal)lu‘
ammals, mway not Le unwclcome tos th(, reader,
Speaking ot the beauty ot the country Tuear the
Rio de St I*umuseo, whlch is adome& with
splerdid for&sl.a of the ‘palma mavritias vinifeg,
he S'ws :

“It i vely dan«-cr@ub to 'pu\etrdte mto the,
inmost reccascs of these foncﬁts, for they are the

etreat. of the glgantlc scrpcnt (boa murina, L,)
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_‘which, as Benhor Noéﬁneira assures us, at-
. tain such an enormous size, that when lying,
stretched out at tull length on the grass, they
ma;y be taken, at.irst sight, for the trunk of an
uprooted palm.

This glgantic serpent does not kill its prey by
poison, but is dangerous and _formidable on
account of great strength: it supports itself in
an attack by twisting its tail several times round
the truiik of a tree, and then darting on its
victim, breaks all the bones by encompassing it
with maqi folds, after whid.it slowly swallows
it, by a peculiar, mode of suction. The old
‘serpents, whlen hungry, will attack a horse and
rider, ‘ot un ox, which' they swallow éntire,
exéépt the horus, which théy suffer to rot off.
Such zzrpent.s of inferior size, "are capable. of
swallowing mcrodlbly Jlargp Jhodies. Thus
sewcral Seitaneiros told us; that they had f!;und
m the Belly of a snake about. fogty “feet long, a
deer and two le'd 'boars That the gigantic *
serpent first covers its prey with its saliva i§ a
-fable,
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We had frequent oppontumtnea of seemg
such serpents, as they lay baskmg in_ the sun,
on the banks of the pool,, coiled "up like a’
cable ; but did not succeed in killing a large
one, because, on being al;c;used by our’ ap-
proach, they darted, as swift as lightning, into

the water.

APPENDIX B.
(Page 182.)

* MISSIONS.

This is indeed a mralancho{y confirmation of
the dnefficiency of the labours of Aoman:
Catholic missionarjes, which has alroady been
adverted to in the note on page 182, of Vol. L.
wi(ih some remarks on the me) ible* chuse of ‘
a'reiult 50 dlsproportlonul to the zealons and
persevering: lahonrs of the ‘envoys ,of *the
Rémish Charlh, marry of whoin were, merf trai-
nent for their piety, their eourage, and.'above.
all, for their ardent and in&efatigable zeal to
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promote the important work which they had
in hand._ Whatever may have been the cause
“of a failure so conmplete, we have great reason
to be thankful that it has not paralysed the
efforts of the Pr;%estant Church, to attain a
hdppier rgsl:lt, and there is good ground to
rejoice at what has been already effected. The
subject is far too great to be discussed in 2 mere
note, and it would be wholly out of place to go
intoeit here; but as these volumes treat of a
large part of Western Africa, where the labours
of the Roman Cathokc priests have produced
so little fruit, the reader will perhaps not be
sorry to ha.ve a sfort view of the present state
of the,. Plotestant missions on that exteasive
tragt of: the. coast of *Western Africa, where
they haw: alrea.dy been establigshed, extracted
from tl’ecmost recent, reports of the ¢ (Jhuu.h
Missionary,’ and’ the ‘Webleyan Mi 1sslopafy
Societies.’
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CHRISTIAN PROTESTANT MISSIONS IN WESTERN
AFRICA. 2

L THE CHURCI MISSIOYARY SO(;JIE']‘Y. !

This mission, which was commenced m 1804,
has on the whole been very successful, and its
labours have unquestionably, in many nstances,
excited in the natives a growing dislike te, the
slave-trade, and in the chiefs, a desire for Furo-
pean nstruction; and .the establishment at
Sierra Leone, asethe Secretary obsewves, in a
letter to Lord Stanley, may fe re%mdul as the
nuclaus of evangelizat] tion and CIVI.IIZS/IOR to-

Western Africa. Accordum to thc most m;ent

statements published by the gomety, therc were

at the end of 1844: .,
. L]
Statius * ¢ - L - 6
J .
Missignaries - * - - - ‘15'
.y & . - _ N
Mative, Missionaxges Y L B
Natjve Lay Tcachers S~ - v °

Catechists - 5
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Seminarists, training as native
.

Teachers - - - - 26
Seminary . - - - 1
Scheols - - . - - 46
¢ Communicant§ - - - 1,560

Attendants ontPublic Worship 6,270

Scholars, Boys - - - 1,750

»  Girls - - - 1,525
. 5, Youths and Adults - 1,959
o Total,Scholars  « - - - 5,234

The soefety has likewise a Inission at Abbeo-
kouta, comrqencea this year (1845) where there
‘are tw\European a.nd nne native missiortaries,

and thrée native, catechlsts and school-masters.

‘ .
II. THE WESLEYAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. -
' . Lot
The Wesleyah society has three missions on
the Western coast of Afriga, viz. ¢ .
L] L] .
]. Suerra Lrowr, which has

Principal Stasons, or oircuits - b
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Missionaries - - - h
Church Members at Sierra Leone 2,371"
Scholars - - - L4027
Paid School Teachers - - 23

Unpaid ditto, not reporge.d

Il. Tue Gamsia, in whicldthere arg—
Principal Stations . 3
Missionaries and Assistant

Missionaries -t - b

FFull aud accredited Church .
Members - - - - 533

On trial for Memlser-ship, not -

reported © °. '
Scholars— Males 221 — f"euml.cs ] .
¢ 105-—Total 320
School-teachgrs : 7
I Tue Gorp Coasr, Ashantee, atid othes

) parts of Guinea,. here thefe o rc'——..

’Princ’pal S;at‘lm:s:’ called (Ellcuij.\‘ , N
Missiouaries - - R >
C«L'PL‘.b.lStS, Ime.lrretex;s,.&c. S 1
Fult and accreditdd Churth . ’

Members * - 640
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Schola‘rs—- Males 224, Females,
29—Total - - -+ 316
Paid School Teachers - - 13
APCENDIX C.
‘(Pugc 230.) .

ANNABON.
Although Dr. Tams so plainly affirms that
Annabon is now a possession of the British
Crown, it appears that he must have spoken on
informaticn that was tatorrect, or which he mis-
understovd. Presuming that; if the island had
.been transferred to England, it must have been
" by sowuje treaty or cuiyention, I thought it
'de:.irable tq, learn tilc terms of that convention ;
and, as‘no information of so recgnt a date could
be fou‘:xd in any publication, I applied to the
Foreign and Colonial Ufices, ?vhich“must‘ cer-
tai:ﬂy e aware if any ‘such treaty existed.
At Both those offics, hﬂ;ever, ' vas assured,
not ohly that no cessior! of the island to Great

Britain had takeiplace, bit that there had noi
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been any n:egotiation to that eﬁec.t; nor could
any document be found which could have g O‘ive.lf
occasion to such a notice. It is to be regretted,
that this should beothe casc, as theatives of
this beautiful island would doubtless, hav«,
benefited by « she change, dnd the p9~seas|on of
it might, occasionally, at least, afford facilities
to our cruisers cengaged in the suppression of

the slave-trade.

APPEXRDIX D.*

BADGES OR MARKSCOF TH'E INRIAN TRIBES,
(h the district of L‘@’Y:t.xpura thacfn grc:.l.}.
number of horde$, or tribes, dn'ffu"mg .fl'()lll.l ach
other; and this is the very part of the country,
where we et th(, Luost llequeullv wnh the
su.;uhu custom of dxstmmushmg* them  from
each othet by pee qlml charactetistic 'm.nks ot

badgea. 4 often n~quued ct the Indnno thup-
. .

< Thi, was mtendgd ws u nolmds page 121, of vol.
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selves about the cause of these national marks,
‘which c%pn(‘)t be made without pain, trouble,
‘and in a 'considegable time; and the usual
answer was, that they wege for the purpose of
easily dtStll’lgUIShm%‘ the individuals of the seve-
raf tribes. \ If we clnsider the number of dif-
ferent hordég, tribe.;, or families, dwelling near
each other, and who, when hunting, must often
meet either singly, or in parties ; the many feuds
trsusnutted from father to son, and the comph-
cation of various treaties and alliances, which
mugt arise, from the cemriinued state of war. of
many of sthem; and, lastly, \he difficulty of
coming to an ullderstagding, caused by the
great as@rsny of lam; 'ue,ag,s all this will justify
our :)pmfon, that these malk originated in the
necessny uf bemg able to recognise each other
qulcklyiand ath dnstance The Indian is ne»u
on a spot which is *the excluswe and’ ackn‘)w*
ledged property of his tribe’; he may,. therefore,
be taken by those who moet him, Yonan cnemy
or a robber ;-and, ot thi account, he: always

has ubout him ihtse strange disfigurations,
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which- may indicaté peace, war, oy neutrality.,
This opinjon is rcm}cred the more probable, by
the fact tha} tril.)cs similarly marked, generally
live at peace with efch othey, and tlfat.-:\'cry
trbe has one declared enemy. It is very usual
for an’ Indian, “when questiuzcd r;s]y:tiug the
peculiarities of his tribe, to add the name of its
hereditary enemy.  The type of these marks 1=
always ftom the animal kingdom ; they are m-
tended for the resemblance of the araras, of the
various species of mun!;ms of the ounce, 3\«

and are gener: xllv pxmlu.ml by the opumlmn of
tatooing, t'~|ucm|ly m the f'w(- Pl(‘l‘(‘lll"‘ the
lxps the nose, and thh cars, dnd nllmu.th« heles

with varnously tormed *aee cx‘ of woad, ste “e, or’
rest, shells, glass, -bits of poresdain, 1s a subv;u-

dmate kind or badee, for the Indian 'muv "ay it
aside when he is at home, ..nd often daes >0 at

nteht. .

Orinted Ly;Wilhiam and Riebard Woodeoch
Brunswich Street Hagkney Road















